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LEATHERMAN TOOL 

Pocket Survival Tool 

• Made in U.S.A. 

• 25 year warranty 

• 4" cloned - 5 ounces 

• 100% stainless steel 

• Full size-full strength 

• Includes Cordura sheath 

Retail $50.00 
#LT101 

Your Discount Price $ 34.95 




EK BOWIE 


New from EK 


6 7/8" blade • Full tang • Made in U.S.A. 
Web sheath • Reinforced point 

Retail $128.00 

#EKPB 

Your Discount Price $ 94.95 

More EK Knives... Retail your price 

#EKMB~MICARTA BOWIE, 6 7/8“ blade. $ 178.00 $ 124.95 
#EKM4-M-4 COMMANDO, 6 5/8“ blade..$ 158.00 $ 119.95 
4EKSF-S-F COMMANDO, 6 5/8“ b!ade...$ 108.00 $ 79.95 

More EK knives (n stock. 


AL MAR Pathfinder 



• Massive 14" blade 

• DuPont Zytel handle Retail 5250.00 

• Rugged black sheath #AM4011 . _ _ _ 

• Minimum Effort- Your Price $ 225-00 

Maximum Performance! 

More At Mar... retail your price 

#AM4009-ALASKAN BOWIE, 12“ blade..$ 250.00 $ 225.00 

• AM8001 -“4 x 4“ TOOL.$ 135.00 $ 119.95 

#AM3001 A--SERE I. 2 3/4“ blade.$ 92.00 $ 82.95 

4AM3002A-SERE II, 3 1/4“ blade.$ 114.50 $ 103.95 

4AM3003A-SERE-ATTACK, 4“ blade $ 195.00 $175.95 

More At Mar knives in stock. 

BAU-SONG-BALI-SONG-BAU-SONG-BALI 



Benchmade 



• 4" blade 

• Made in U.S.A. 

• Affordable price 

• Wee-Hawk blade 

Retail $39.95 
#BM239 

Introductory Price $ 29 . 


More Benchmade... Retail your price 

#BM 120-DELTA RAIDER, T blade.$ 99.95 $ 79.95 

flBM 150-BUSHMASTER, 9 3/4” blade $ 90.00 $ 59.95 

More Benchmade Knives In stock. 

BAU-SQNG-BALISONG-BAU-SONG-BALI 


GERBER 

LEGENDARY^y^BLADtS 

A Ftstars Company 

Australian 

Bowie 

$89.95 


Retail $125.00 
#GB5978 

Your Discount Price 


• Classic 9 1/2" blade 

• Stout 5/16" thick blade 

• Full tang construction 

• Non-slip Kraton handle 

• Black Cordura sheath 

• Non-reflective blade & guard 

More Gerber Knives.~ retail your price 

#GB5930-PREDATOR, 9" blade. exclusive $ 139.95 

#GB5925-BMF w/o teeth, 9“ biade.$ 195.00 $ 136.95 

#GB5928~BMF wrteeth, 9“ blade......$ 210.00 $ 146.95 

#GB5957-LMF w/o teeth, 6T blade.$ 150.00 $ 104.95 

#GB5959-LMF w/leeth, 6“ biade.$ 160.00 $ 111.95 

#GB5710-MARK II C.S., 6 VZ blade. exclusive $ 69.95 

#GB570Q-MARK II, 6 1/2“ blade.....$ 84.00 $ 58.95 

4GB5600-MARK 1,5“ blade $70.00 $ 48.95 

#GB5850-GLIARD IAN 1,5" blade. exclusive $ 49.95 

#GB5B00-GUARDIAN, 3 3/8“ blade.$ 60.00 $41.95 

#GB7049-PARABELLUM, 4 1/4“ blade.$75.00 $ 44.95 

Fantastic seiectbn of Gerber knives in stock! 

COLO S'TfffL Special Ops 

Tanto 

Cutlery Shoppe Exclusive 

• 5 3/4" blade 

• Serial numbered 

• Maintenance-free 

• Armor piercing point 

• Non-slip Kraton handle 

• Stainless guard & pommel 

• Includes Ki Quick Draw sheath 
#CSOPS „ 

Sale Price $119.95 

More Cold Steel Tantoe... 


KUKRI 



TRAILMASTER BOWIE 


PUSH KNIVES 


SHINOBU FOLDERS 


RETAIL 

YOUR PRICE 

$210.00 

$ 14635 

$200.00 

$ 139.95 

$ 150.00 

$ 10435 

.$ 110.00 

$76.95 

.$150.00 

$ 104.95 

.$ 275.00 

$ 18935 

.$225.00 

$ 14935 

.$ 275.00 

$ 18935 

..$35.00 

$24.95 


$44.95 

...$85.00 

$59.95 


$59.95 

...$65.00 

$44.95 

...$30.00 

$19.95 


More Cold Steel knives In stock. 


VlCTORINOX 

TML ORIGINAL SWISS ARMY OFFICERS' KNIFE 

F '" 1 ' riJ Si,KC IW7 - RETAIL YOUR PRICE 

#SA5602«S.O.S. SURVIVAL KIT.$ 138.00 $ 89.95 

#SA507Q~S WISSCHAM P KNIFE.$ 90.00 $ 59.95 

#SA5Q79-DELUXE TINKER. ..NEW. .$ 44.00 $ 29.95 

#SA5G74~SUPER TINKER.$ 36.00 $ 24.95 


Spyderco 

m 



• One-hand opening I 

• Handy pocket dip 

• Spyder Edge serrations 

• 4 1/4" Wade - 5 1/4" closed 
Retail $87.00 

#SP1007 QC 

Your Discount Price 


More Spyderco Ctlplts... retail your price 

#SP1001-WORKER, 3“ blade. ........$ 64.00 $ 50.95 

#SP1002~MAR1NER, 3 3/4 m blade.$75.00 $ 59.95 

4SPI 003-HUNTER, 3" biade...$ 64.00 $ 50.95 

#SP1004-E XECUTIVE, 21/2" blade.$ 57.00 $ 45.95 

#SP1005-STANDARD, 3“ blade.$ 45.00 $ 35.95 

#SP1 008-HARPY, 3“ blade..............$ 64.00 $ 50.95 

#SP1009-CO-PILOT, 2" blade.$ 50.00 $ 39.95 

(Clefts are (or right hand use. YHti sareted edges. Left hand and/or 
straight edges ere avsilxbe (or some model* by special order, Inquire). 

SHARPMAKFRS RETAIL YOUR PRICE 

#SP203F-BASfC KIT (Fine grit).$ 26.95 $ 19.95 

#SP2C3M-BASIC KIT (Medium grit).$ 26.95 $ 19.95 

#SP203MF-STANDARD KIT (F & M grit).. $ 39.95 $ 29.95 

#SP2C3DX-DELUXE KIT.$ 71.95 $ 49.95 


MIDNITE 

TIGER 



■ Subdued finish 
• Special rolled edge 

- 9” carbon steel Wade 

- Black Cordura sheath 
• Ergonomic Kraton handle 

Cutlery Shoppe Exclusive 

Retail $190.95 
tSSMT „ 

Your Price $ 139.95 

More &O.G. Specialty... retail your price 

#SSTEC~SOG TECH, 7" blade..$ 119.95 $ 99.95 

#SSTGS-T1GE RSHARK, 9“ blade.. $ 139.95 $ 10935 

#SSBVV-SOG BOWIE, 8 1/4 r Wade.....$ 220.00 $ 16935 

#SSTD-TRIDENT, 6 1/4“ blade......$ 220.00 $ 16935 

#SSTC-TOMCAT, 3 1/2“ blade..........$ 89.95 $ 74.95 

#SSWR-SOGWINDER. 3 1/2“ blade.$ 89.95 $ 74.95 

#SSRAY-STINGRAY, 2 5/8“ blade.$ 49.95 $ 39.95 


d BUCK 

|| knives 

Damascus 

Retail $140.00 

8BK110DM QC 

Your Discount Price 

• Limited supply 

• Lifetime guarantee 

• 512 layer damascus j 

• Select stag horn scales 

• Precision workmanship 

• Nickel silver bolsters & liners 

• Custom brown leather sheath 


More Buck knives... R»™l your price 

#BK1 B8CB-ARMY BAYONET.. $ 165.00 $ 99.95 

#BK560-TITANIUM. 3 3/4“ blade....$ 75 00 $ 49.95 

Buck- Yeliowhorse Buffalo Serbs—CALL 




TOLL FREE ORDER LINE: 


1 1-800-231 -1272 


FOR INFORMA TION PHONE: 1-208-376-0430 


Feoeral Expre ss Shipping 
j Available. Cal For Deteis. 


Send to: CUTLERY SHOPPE 
Dept SF, 5461 Kendall Street, Boise, IDAHO 83706 


Get our full color catalog lor great deals on the top knife brands. 
Send $1 or call 1 -208-376-0430 to get your copy. PLEASE, do 
not call the "800" number as we reserve these lines for custom¬ 
ers placing orders (catalog free with knife purchase). 


We're open for your ordering convenience Mon-Frl 8-6, Sat 9-5 Mountain Time 

SHIPPING & HANDUNG (per order}: $5 to 48 states - $7 P.O. Box, APO & FPO - $8 for C.O.D. (48 states only) - 
$10 for AK, HI, PR, USVI & CANADA, Foreign orders (excluding Canada), please write for shipping costs. 
PAYMENT: We accept VISA. MASTERCARD, C.O.D. (cash only), MONEY ORDERS & CHECKS (d>e<*s elloyy 21 days to dear) 

FAX Machine Orders: 1-208-376-7608 
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BENGHAZI 

Nell C. Livingstone & 
David Halevy 

An insider’s view of 
Lieutenant Colonel Oliver 
North’s involvement in our 
raid on Libya and the 
attempt to hit Khadaffi. 

Can terrorism be beaten? 
Shadow warrior Ollie North 
carried the spearpoint to its 
heartland. 20 
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FORGOTTEN 

FREEDOM 

FIGHTERS 

Sibyl Cline 

You won’t read about 
them in your local paper 
and even the U.S. State 
Department skews their 
views. But Mozambique’s 
RENAMO freedom fighters 
are the West’s best bet for 
a stable, democratic 
government in this 
crumbling communist 
country 30 


PAN AMERICAN 
HIGHWAYMEN 

Morgan Tanner 

Guatemala’s communist 
ORPA bandits are gunning 
for soft targets around the 
capital city to disrupt 
upcoming elections. If you 
can’t beat ’em, kill ’em, 
seems to be their strategy 
as another communist 
insurgency finds itself up 
against the ropes 40 
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Guidance 2 

Bush botches 
Panama coup 

Bulletin Board 4 

Barry Sadler 
recovering slowly 

FLAK 6 

Principles 
over profession 

Combat 

Weaponcraft 12 

Getting on target 

In Review 14 

Holiday “cheer” from 
terrorists, Vietnam, 
World War II, and the 
Saint Patrick’s Battalion 


Soviet Airborne Academy — page 78 

USS CABOT 
COMES HOME 

Tom Slizewski 

The last World War II CVL 
returns to the United States 
and SOF is on-deck as this 
proud warrior reaches its 
final berth in New Orleans 
harbor 48 


PROFESSIONALS 
IN PARADISE 

Tom Marks 

It looks like the Indian 
army may finally be leaving 
Sri Lanka, but their 
influence will be felt for a 
long time to come as the 
now better trained and 
motivated Sri Lankan army 


I Was There 16 

Second Chance vs. 
Magnum force 

Adventure 
Quartermaster 18 

Lifescan 

Advertisers 
Index 103 

Supply Locker 104 

Classified 108 

Parting Shot 112 

TIME for a gun ban 


prepares to hunt the 
insurgent Tigers of Eelam 

52 

BIZARRE 

BAZAAR 

Jake Border 

In their haste to scurry off, 
the Soviets left much 
behind in Afghanistan. 

From AKs, RPGs and 
artillery pieces to uniforms, 
badges and belt buckles, 
business is booming in muj 
war plunder 60 

SEMPER FIDO 

Mike Williams 

SOF team evaluates 
Thailand’s Military Dog 
Center. Thais believe 
strongly in their dogs of 
war and many graduates of 
the center soon find 
themselves patrolling the 
Thai borders with Laos, 
Cambodia and Burma 66 

VIVE LES GUNS 

Peter G. Kokalis 

French surplus military 
rifles are targeting the U.S. 
market. A look at best 
buys, bargains and 
boondoggles from the land 
of Napoleon 68 


Don McLean 

Oregonians take their 
Second Amendment right 
to keep and bear arms 
seriously, and during the 
darkest days of World War 
II quickly organized militia 
to oppose the “imminent” 
Japanese invasion of the 
U.S. mainland 72 

GERONIMOV! 

Jim Shortt 

Shortt goes “all the way” 
behind the Iron Curtain. 

SOF correspondent 
becomes the first Westerner 
allowed to train with Soviet 
paratroopers at the 
prestigious Ryazan Higher 
Airborne Academy 78 

TIMBERSHEPHERD 
THE LRRP DOG 

Tony Herbert 

Meet a special breed of 
canine ideal for home 
security and defense. 

There’s only one place in 
the world you can get a 
Timbershepherd; SOF 
traveled to South Carolina 
to check out America’s 
toughest K-9s 82 



Flattop comes home — page 48 


COVER 


Deciding that discretion Is the better part of imperialism, 
the Soviet Union has pulled out of Afghanistan — leaving 
tons of war booty behind. Weapons, ammo and uniforms 
— including this KLMK eye mask — have created a 
booming militaria market in Pakistan, and you can start 
your shopping on page 60. Photo: Jake Border 
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^©T\ COMMAND GUIDANCE 

I 

/ \/ by Robert K. Brown 


The Panama Botch 

FROM Lyndon Johnson onward, American presidents have shown 
themselves to be astonishingly incompetent with regard to the exercise of 
American military power. And the mistakes are almost always the same, as 
evidenced by the recently botched coup attempt in Panama. 

1. Commitment of troops without a clear military objective in mind. The 
Bush administration wanted Noriega out and encouraged Panamanian 
officers to do the dirty work, but it didn’t think through what role, if any, the 
American military was to play in the coup it was instigating. The result was the 
preposterous spectacle of U.S. troops blocking some roads but not others 
and U.S. officers dickering with representatives of the coup over whether an 
American helicopter should be sent to fetch Noriega. The same sort of 
commitment of troops without a clear-eyed view of what they were supposed 
to accomplish led to the deaths of more than 240 U.S. Marines in Beirut in 
1983. This time the victims were some of Panama’s bravest and most 
honorable soldiers. 

2. Failure to use sufficient force to get the job done. When U.S. troops 
blocked the road out of Fort Amador, the United States became an active 
participant in the coup attempt. Having done that, there was no rational 
reason for not deploying sufficient forces to ensure that it succeeded. By 
failing to do so, Bush continued to embrace the failed policy of “measured 
response” that has sabotaged American military operations since Vietnam, if 
not Korea, and has littered the 20th century with the corpses of American 
fighting men. 

3. Micro-management from Washington. Bush administration officials 
were quick to say that when the coup attempt began they established an 
open telephone line between the White House and American forces in 
Panama. The consequence of such communications is that decisions which 
should be made by field commanders on the ground solely on the basis of 
the military situation get made in the political fog of Washington. Just as the 
attempt to rescue the American hostages in Iran would have had a better 
chance of success if Carter had not tried to micro-manage it, the rebels in 
Panama would have been better off if Bush had hung up the phone and gone 
fishing. 

4. Insistence on maintaining deniability. Modem presidents have attached 
great importance to disguising American involvement in military actions that 
they encourage or initiate. Diplomats call this “maintaining deniability” and 
consider it clever, because it allows presidents to engage in military action 
while avoiding the consequences in the event of a defeat. In Panama, Bush 
let victory slip through his fingers, rather than run the risk of having to own up 
to defeat in the event of failure. The proper term for that is not “deniability” 
but cowardice, and it cannot be disguised, no matter how skilled the briefing 
officer. 

In the wake of the Panama failure, Bush again called for the ouster of 
Noriega and announced he would not object to the use of force “if it could be 
done in a prudent manner.” The truth is that the only “prudent” manner in 
which to use force is to fight each battle as though the survival of the republic 
depends on its outcome. Because ultimately it does. ^ 
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MACHINE GUNS 


A Pictorial, Tactical, and Practical History 


by Jim Thompson 

Everything you ever wanted to know about machine guns is here. Focusing on the classic 
models from World Wars I and II, but also including contemporary standards, Machine 
Guns gives you the historical development of each weapon, useful information on how 
it shoots and exhaustive advice about the machine gun’s best friend and worst enemy 
— ammunition . Detailing the models by country, author Jim Thompson provides hun¬ 
dreds of photos, illustrations, spec charts and historical anecdotes. Thompson also 
unravels the maze of rules and regulations governing machine gun ownership and offers 
advice on how to handle the bureaucrats and others who might stand in your way. From 
the familiar warhorses to interesting experiments and rare prototypes from around the 
world, Machine Guns has them all. 8 V 2 x 11, hardcover, 269 photos, illus., 248 pp. $39.95 
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TO RIDE, SHOOT STRAIGHT AND 
SPEAK THE TRUTH 

by )eff Cooper 

Combat mind-set, proper sighting, 
tactical residential architecture, 
nuclear war — these are some of the 
many subjects explored by Jeff 
Cooper in this illustrated anthology. 
The author also discusses various 
arms, fighting skills and the impor¬ 
tance of knowing how to defend 
oneself, and one's honor, in our 
rapidly changing world. 5’/? x 8'/?. 
hardcover, illus., 384 pp. $26.00 


U.S. ARMY SPECIAL FORCES 
MEDICAL HANDBOOK 

Paladin's brand-new update of this 
classic best-seller gives you the info 
you need to stay alive and stay well 
in the field—608 pages show how 
to treat all kinds of diseases and 
injuries. In a new compact format, 
this book gives you the knowledge 
that makes the Special Forces medic 
so valuable. 4 Vi x 7%, weatherproof 
softcover, illus., 608 pp. $19.95 


CREDIT 

SECRETS 



How co Erase 
Bad Credit 


Bab Hammond 


ROAD 

RUNNERS 

COMBAT 
JOURNALISTS 
IN CAMBODIA 

Honey Howell 


THE TERRIFYING THREE 


Uzi, Ingram, and Intratec 

Weapons Families 

by Duncan Long 

The Uzi. MAC-10 and TEC-9 sub¬ 
machine guns: are they really the 
ultimate in weaponry? Get the 
straight story from Duncan Long, 
including specs, ammo, aiming 
devices, maintenance, accessories 
and his view of the state of the 
SMG in today's weapons wars. 
8Vfr x 11, softcover, 72 photos, 
illus., 136 pp. $20.00 

KAMIKAZE FIGHTING 
The Self-Defense of Last Resort 

by Mike Vassolo 

In an all-or-nothing streetlight, you 
need the fighting spirit of a 
kamikaze warrior. Learn how to 
develop unbeatable fighting 
moves, unshakable confidence 
and the mastery to come out on 
top. This hard-hitting book fea¬ 
tures power-building drills and 
realistic self-defense lessons, 5Vi x 
8 '/}, softcover, photos, 168 pp 
$15.95 


DON PENTECOST 

PUT 'EM DOWN. 
TAKE 'EM OUT! 



Knife Fighting 
Techniques from 
Folsom Prison 



CREDIT SECRETS 
How To Erase Bad Credit 

by Bob Hammond 
Solve your financial problems once 
and for all! These proven methods 
show how to eliminate debts and 
establish a perfect credit rating. 
Discover the inside tricks used by 
lawyers and professional credit 
consultants with this easy-to-follow 
program. 5% x 8’A, softcover, 80 pp. 

$12.00 


Payback! 

*■ Vh.UKTlI 



ROADRUNNERS 
Combat Journalists in Cambodia 

by Haney Howell 

Cambodia, 1973. Joining bombing 
convoys and raids behind enemy 
lines to document America’s last 
days in this war-tom country, com¬ 
bat journalist Sam Michaels stum¬ 
bles onto a secret that threatens his 
career, U.S. military operations and 
the lives of those he loves. 5V4 x 
8 'A, hardcover, 296 pp. $21.95 



IKS.. NAVY SEAL 
COMBAT MANUAL 


PAYBACK! 

Advanced Backstabbing and 
Mudslinging Techniques 

by George Hayduke 
The "Dirty Harry of Literati." a.k.a. 
George Hayduke. strikes again 
with another deadly shot of re¬ 
venge. Get back at life's bullies, 
bad guys and bureaucracies with 
these tear-jerking tidbits of do-it- 
yourself terrorism. For entertain¬ 
ment purposes only. 5V? * 8'£, 
hardcover, 196 pp. $17.95 


U.S. NAVY SEAL 
COMBAT MANUAL 

One of the most rare FMs in thefield 
of military collecting, with special 
emphasis on underwater demolition 
techniques and explosives. Equip¬ 
ment and tactics employed by this 
elite fighting force are covered, as 
are SEAL weapons, communica¬ 
tions, driving, infiltration and exfiltra¬ 
tion, survival, and more. 8% x 11, 
softcover, photos, illus., 240 pp. 

$14.95 


PUT 'EM DOWN, TAKE 'EM OUT! 
Knife Fighting Techniques 
From Folsom Prison 

by Don Pentecost 

Anyone, including you, can be the 
subject of a knife attack. Maximize 
your chances for survival by learning 
realistic aspects of knife attack and 
defense. These deadly techniques 
were developed in the violence of 
Folsom Prison and go far beyond 
what you learn in karate class. 
5Vfe x 8%, softcover, 50 photos, 
64 pp. $8.00 


COMMUNICATIONS 

EQUIPMENT 
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COMMUNICATION EQUIPMENT 
OF THE GERMAN ARMY: 1933-1945 

by Charles Barger 

This definitive book on radio gear 
of the Third Reich during World 
War If features rare photos and de¬ 
tailed info on German military field 
telephones, receivers and trans¬ 
mitters. including performance 
data and operating instructions. 
Learn to use radios from the 
greatest military drama of the 
twentieth century. 8V? x 11. soft- 
cover. photos, illus. 192 pp $25.00 


U.S. ARMY SPECIAL FORCES 
MEDICAL HANDBOOK 

Paladin's brand-new update of this 
classic best-seller gives you the info 
you need to stay alive and stay well 
in the field—600 pages show how to 
treat all kinds ol diseases and injur¬ 
ies. In a new compact format, this 
book gives you the knowledge that 
makes the Special Forces medic so 
valuable. 4’2? x 7%, weatherproof 
softcover, illus., 608 pp. $19.95 



GET EVEN: 

The Complete Book of Dirty Tricks 

A hilarious overview of the methods 
people use to get even with big busi¬ 
ness. government and enemies. 
More sophisticated and involved 
tricks are included, such as ones 
devised by CIA and Mafia members- 
.and political dirty tricksters. Over 80 
sections present dirty tricks ranging 
from the simple to the elaborate. For 
entertainment on/y/5’A x 8V6, hard¬ 
cover, 192 pp. $17.95 


Other Fascinating Titles 


Cheap Shots, Ambushes, 

& Other Lessons.. ..$24.95 

Kickass!.$17.95 

AK-47.$14.00 

Make My Day!.$17.95 

Special Forces 

Handbook. $8.00 

Longe Range Patrol 

Operations.$14.95 

Screw Unto Others..$17.95 

Bounty Hunter. $12.00 

Deep Cover. $14.00 


The Mini-14 ..$10.00 

Manual of the Mercenary 

Soldier .$19.95 

Switchblade: The Ace of 

Blades ...$10.00 

Hidden Threat: A Guide to 
Covert Weapons ....$12,00 
Modern Sniper 

Rifles.$16.95 

Complete Book of U.S, 

Sniping.$34.95 

New I.D. in America..$10,00 


PALADIN PRESS 
P.O. BOX 1307-0 AS 
BOULDER, CO 80306 
PHONE (303) 443-7250 




Call TOLL FREE for credit card orders: 
1 -800-642-8300, ext. 24. Call 24 hours a 
day, 7 days a week. Call from any state 
but Alaska. Send $1.00 for 50-page CATA¬ 
LOG of 300 titles (FREE with order.) 


Please send me the following titles: 


MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE - DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 

Paladin Press • P.O. Box 1307 • Boulder, CO 80306 • (303) 443-7250 


I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

L 


Payment: 
Card No. . 
NAME_ 


D Check or Money Order, Q Visa, 
- Exp. - 


ADDRESS. 
CITY_ 


Q Mastercard 

SUBTOTAL . 

Please include 
$3.50 postage 
and handling _ 


TOTAL . 
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R ally round 

THE FLAG 
BEARER... 

Admiral John M. 
Poindexter performed 
his sworn duty. And he 
did it to the best of his 
ability. As thanks, he 
now faces a trial which 
could net him 
$1,500,000 in fines and 
35 years in jail. The 
government he served 
has spent some 
$20,000,000 (no, that’s 
not a misprint) in 
preparing a criminal 
case against him. A 
career Navy man who 
raised and educated five 
children, Admiral 
Poindexter obviously 
doesn’t have adequate 
funds to defend himself. 
Those he served must 
help. He feels he has 
good legal 

representation, but they 
must be paid. It’s not 
called voting with 
dollars, but if the 
everyday Americans on 
whose behalf Poindexter 
served rallied to his 
defense with bucks for 
his staggering legal 
debts, surely somebody 
would take note. And 
it’s a tangible thanks to 
a sacrificial lamb in a 
thankless position. 

That’s: Poindexter 
Defense Fund, Dept. 
SOF, Washington, DC 
20070-1066, 


W ANTED: 

WAR 

STORIES... 

All your buddies at 
the Legion Hall already 
heard your favorite war 
stories? The Rabelaisian 
Society, Dept. SOF, 

Box S21, Nicasio, CA 
94946, is looking for 
male vets of WW II, 
Korea and Vietnam who 
would like to relate their 
experiences on stage to 
the general public. For 
more info, write them 
with your date of service 
and a brief biography. 


BULLETIN 
BOARD 




Huey, Harrier, Jeep: the leading edge for close 
support aircraft may well be the hardened version 
of new Vulcan V/STOL fan-in-wing aircraft, which 
will usher in a new category of flight. For more info 
contact Bob Clifton at VAC, 7007 Gulf Freeway, 
Dept. SOF, Suite 133, Houston, TX 77087; phone 
(713) 645-1700. Photo: courtesy Vulcan Aircraft 
Corporation. 



Volunteer surgical team from Christian Emergency 
Rescue Team (Dept. SOF, Box 516, Carlsbad, CA 
92008; phone 619-431-9890) performs emergency 
field amputation on contra maimed by 
Soviet/Sandinista landmine along 
Honduran/Nicaraguan border. This freedom fighter 
survives today because these people cared. If you 
have a medical skill, can pay your own travel and 
expenses , and have the guts to spend your vacation 
working unarmed in a combat zone, they can use 
your help. If you can’t go but want to help, send 
them a tax-deductable donation so they can ship 
medical supplies in. We talked with them at the 
SOF Convention last September, and they're good 
folks, doing good work. Give ’em a hand! Photo: 
courtesy C.E.R.T. 


^ORRECTION... 

Soldier of Fortune acknowledges that David 
Sherman and not C.C. Coffman was the author of 
an article entitled “By the Book: Combat Common 
Sense” that appeared in the “I Was There” column 
of the November 1985 issue of Soldier of Fortune. 


K orea finally 

REMEMBERED... 

It’s taken 36 years, but there will 
finally be a memorial to those who 
served and died in the Korean War. 
It’s a good-looking memorial 
featuring 38 statues which portray 
an infantry platoon moving through 
Korea. And they’re not calling it a 
Police-Action Memorial. The design 
was unveiled recently by the 
president, and is slated to go near 
the Lincoln Memorial. One hitch: it’s 
only half paid for. Donations are 
sought from those of us who care. 
Send yours to Korean War Veterans 
Memorial Fund, Dept. SOF, Box 
2372, Washington, DC 20012-2372. 


W HY AM I 

NOT SURPRISED?... 

One Terry Choate, a 
self-proclaimed socialist who 
thoroughly PO’d Arizona vets four 
years ago by attempting to build a 
monument honoring Vietnam War 
protesters (zoning ordinances killed 
it), has been arrested on suspicion of 
sexual exploitation of minors. 
Phoenix police busted the 
40-year-old cabbie “based on 
certain photographs of young 
children involved in sexually explicit 
acts,” said a police spokesman. 
Phoenix papers quoted Choate as 
saying his arrest was “political” 
because of his involvement with the 
monument. 


W HY ARE WE NOT 

SURPRISED? (NO. 2) OR, 
RATHER BE 
FABRICATING... 

The Wednesday, 27 September 
New York Post revealed that CBS’ 
hotshot anchorman Dan Rather 
aired faked and/or staged “battle 
footages” and “news accounts” of 
the war in Afghanistan... including 
segments in a 1984 series which 
won CBS the DuPont Silver Baton 
award. Most of the faked segments 
were filmed by CBS cameraman 
Mike Hoover, including a shot of a 
“Soviet jet bombing Afghan 
villages” aired on an hour-long 
special, which SOF’s David Isby 
identified late in 1987 as footage of 
a Chinese-made Q-5 Fantan from 
the Pakistani Air Force. Earlier in 
1987, Rather bought footage stolen 
from Afghan journalism student 
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Mohamed Salam, which was aired 
on the 11 August 1987 CBS news, 
Rather asserting that the tape was 
made by Hoover and showed “the 
biggest one-day defeat for Soviet 
forces since World War II,” and that 
dozens of Soviet tanks had been 
captured and over 800 Soviet troops 
killed (it was actually film of a small 
but successful attack on Afghan 
government troops, and there were 
no Soviet troops in the area at the 
time). Hoover was reportedly in a 
cave in New Zealand and 
unavailable for comment. As we go 
to press, CBS had not responded. A 
response shouldn’t be too difficult: 
couldn’t they just make something 
up? 


W ELL WISHES 

WELL RECEIVED... 

Word from Philip W. Duer, 
conservator for Barry Sadler, is that 
piles of get-well greetings and letters 
have been received from men, 
women and kids from all over the 
country, and that Barry has read or 
had read to him every letter. Barry 
wishes to express his thanks, while 
he continues to undergo physical 
therapy at the VA hospital. He’s 
getting stronger, but these things 
take time, so if you haven’t written 
yet, do so do Mr. Duer at 214 Third 
Ave. N., Nashville, TN 37201 


M emory aid for 

THOSE WHO WILL 
NEVER FORGET... 

One of the best clearing houses 
for information on POWs and MIAs 
is the National League of Families of 
American Prisoners and Missing in 
Southeast Asia . They publish the 
Concerned Citizen Newsletter. It’s 
free, but considering the good work 
they do without official funding, the 
thing to do is send a few bucks 
when you ask for the paper at 1001 
Connecticut Ave., NW, Suite 219, 
Dept. SOF, Washington, DC 
20036-5504. 


T hresher 
memorial. .. 

The 129 sailors and civilian yard 
personnel that lost their lives in the 
sea trials of the Thresher are finally 
to be honored with a granite and 
bronze memorial to be erected at 
Albacore Park in Portsmouth, NH. 
The Thresher Base of U.S. SubVets 
which represents members in New 



Drug warriors are now being issued the Steyr AUG. Shown here are men from 
Customs Air Branch (see “Drug War Aces/’ SOF, October ’88), who appreciate 
the compactness of the AUG. Photo: courtesy Steyr USA. 


Hampshire and Maine has been 
assigned responsibility of raising 
required funds; they could use some 
help. Write Frank Whitty at Thresher 
Base, Dept SOF, Box 370, 
Tamworth, NH 03886 


C ENTRAL AMERICAN 
CRISIS: THE VIDEO... 

A new video is available which 
challenges the “conventional 
wisdom’’ views on Central America. 
Plus two insightful books. Put 
together by veteran diplomat 
Colonel Lawrence Tracey, these 
works can provide insight on what’s 
really going on in Central and South 
America today, and why. The 
strategic threat posed by Cuba and 
Nicaragua is carefully explained, as 
is the betrayal of the Nicaraguan 
revolution. A salient feature of these 
documents is that they use the 
communists’ own words to prove 
the point. Write to: ADLA, Dept. 
SOF, Box 1166, Portland, OR 
97207. 


O H, NO, 

NOT AGAIN!. 

As we enter the 50th anniversary 
of World War II, a Media 
General/AP poll indicates over 50 
percent of Americans expect another 
World-Class war, and of those who 
expect it, over half predict it will 
escalate to a nuclear exchange. Six 
in 10 of those who expect World 


War III to happen, expect it within 
two decades. Well, we can always 
hope they’re wrong. 


T hese nikes 

DON’T RUN... 

Half a mil will get you 15,000 feet 
of living space on 17 country acres 
in Alvarado, TX. On-site deep well, 
water and fuel storage, natural gas 
in, and the special ambiance of a 
living room with a 5-foot-thick 
concrete ceiling. Total of three 5,000 
square-foot underground modules, 
nine buildings above ground. If you 
always wear cammies to the 
supermarket and you’ve always 
wanted a Nike base of your own — 
sans Nikes — contact Karen 
Anderson Realty, Dept. SOF, Box 
1088, Cedar Hill, TX 75105 


W AR MEMORIAL 

TOO WAR LIKE?... 

Protesting residents, claiming they 
“lose their peacefulness” when they 
walk around a Korean War 
memorial slated for Angel’s Gate 
Park, south of Los Angeles, have 
persuaded the Los Angeles City 
Council to ask the vets to alter the 
design of the 12-man memorial 
which depicts a squad in battle. A 
soldier throwing a hand grenade 
(goodness!), a man aiming a rifle 
(oh, my stars!) and a man firing a 
machine gun (horrors!) will now be 
engaged in more benign activities 
(peeling spuds, digging a latrine, 
shining boots?). ^ 
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UflND SIGHT 

! ^ f Jj// \ 

JT1 IS 20/20... 


Sirs: 

v ) 


In response to Mr. 
Hammond’s letter 
(FLAK, October ’89) 
and with all due respect 
to Mr. Hammond, as he 
was not present when 
my MI-24 sighting 
occured, (FLAK, July 
’89) he is not qualified 
to comment on “what 
Mr. Fusselman saw,. 

It may interest your 
readers, as it did Mr. 
Hammond, to learn that 
Orlando Helicopter’s 
MI-24 clone was not in 
operational testing at the 
time of my sighting in 
October of 1988. This 
information was related 
to me by Edward 
Kolcum, Senior 
Southeast Editor for 
Aviation Week & Space 
Technology magazine 
during a conversation in 
November of 1988. At 
that time Mr. Kolcum 
was doing a piece on 
Orlando for the 9 
January 1989 issue of 
AW&ST. I also learned 
from military editors at 
AW&ST that a “Force 
Evaluation” of Soviet 
equipment had taken 
place in New Mexico 
just prior to my sighting 
in Arizona. 

Additionally, Hans 
Henri Stapfer, author of 
the Squadron 
publication on the 
MI-24, has informed me 
that at least one of the 
three Libyan Hinds 
captured in Chad 
(technically an MI-25 
export version) went to 
the United States. 

Mr. Stapfer concurs 
with me that the fixed 
non-retracting gear and 
the radial engine sound 
characteristics of the 
Orlando are readily 
distinguishable to the 
observer, provided he is 
there to do the actual 
observing. 

You might want to 
caption this one HIND 
SIGHT IS 20/20. 

Mike Fusselman 

Phoenix, Arizona 


FLAK 



ESIGNS OVER 
GUN GRAB... 


R 

Sirs: 

This past February I confronted an ethical 
dilemma which I felt compelled to resolve by taking 
a personal stand on behalf of both myself and all 
other gun owners. I thought you might be interested 
to know the circumstances. 

After learning that my employer of more than 
seven years, Daniel, Mann, Johnson & Mendenhall 
(DMJM), one of the nation’s largest architectural 
and engineering firms, had made a sizable 
contribution to the Maryland handgun ban 
campaign, I resolved that I could not in good 
conscience be associated with a firm that was 
working against my personal liberties, and so I 
offered my resignation. 

My resignation was accepted without comment or 
explanation for the firm’s actions. Subsequent letters 
to the executive officers of DMJM and its parent 
companies, Ashland Oil and Ashland Technology, 
have not been given the courtesy of a response. 

I have decided that it is my responsibility to 
inform as many people as possible about the 
anti-gun stand taken by DMJM and Ashland Oil. I 
have further decided to discontinue my use of 
“Valvoline” brand motor oil and other products of 
Ashland Oil. It may be better to give than receive, 
but in the case of this corporation, which is helping 
to undermine my civil liberties, I have elected 
neither to receive their paycheck nor give them my 
consumer dollars. 

Thanks in large part to the Second Amendment 
right to keep and bear arms, I still have the right to 
vote, both at the polls and with my consumer 
dollars. I hope you will make others aware of the 
stand taken by DMJM and Ashland Oil. 

Lorin D. Kramer 
Scottsdale, Arizona 


K arens mourn 

MOTLEY... 

Sirs: 

I would like to send this message 
regarding Mr. Lance Motley’s death 
and tender our heartfelt condolences 
to you. We desire that you please 
convey our feelings of bereavement, 
which we share with members of his 
family. We feel this great loss in the 
same manner as the SOF people do. 

We also would like to 
acknowledge with gratitude the 
$1,000 worth of medicines sent to 
us through you. 

We hope that whatever your SOF 
organization endeavors to do will be 
crowned with every success. 

To further success and victories 
and with best wishes, 

Major Than Maung 
2nd in Command 
101 Special Battalion 
K.N.L.A. (Karen National 
Liberation Army) 

Kaw Moo Ra 


A ROD 

TOO FAR... 

Sirs: 

I have been reading SOF for 
about 10 years and I find the 
magazine to be a valuable source of 
information and entertainment. For 
this I salute you. 

I believe, however, that there are 
three points that I should direct your 
attention to: 

1. While I found Mr. Kokalis’ 
October 1989 “Full Auto” to be a 
very effective defense of assault 
rifles, it was also a source of 
concern. Specifically, Mr. Kokalis 
ignored, intentionally I am 
convinced, the issue of magazine 
capacity. This is, after all, a 
distinguishing feature of assault rifles. 

2. Peter Douglas misidentified 
New York Democratic Congressman 
Stephen Solarz as a U.S. Senator 
(“Bloody Panjshir,” SOF November 
’89). 

3. The November 1989 issue 
contained one too many descriptions 
of penis surgery to suit my taste. 

I want to congratulate you on 
your court victory and urge you to 
continue the fine work. 

Raymond L. Gillmore 
Jacksonville, Illinois 
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UNRIVALED 

FIREPOWER... 

Field tests of the MP.44 Assault Rifle were so 
impressive that three army commanders pleaded 
with Hitler to start immediate mass production. 

AT AN 
UNRIVALED 
OFFER. 

You can follow the complete development 
of the Nazi war machine in Guns of 
the Reich — FREE when you join 
The Military Book Club ® 



3996 $16.95 1222tt $18.95 5579ft $19.95 1230 $16.95 0042 $18.95 3764 $27.50 5868 Spec. Ed. 0570 $24.95 5462 $19.95 6015ft $19.95 0596 $35.00 

tSoftcover 
tfFiction 


HERE’S WHAT YOU GET WHEN YOU JOIN... 

3 BOOKS FOR 980-PLUS GUNS OF THE REICH. 

Send no money now. You'll be billed 980, plus shipping 
and handling, when your membership is accepted. Guns 
of the Reich is yours FREE. 

A GUARANTEE OF SATISFACTION, If you’re not 
100% satisfied with the books you’ve chosen, return 
them within 10 days at our expense. Your membership 
will be canceled and you’ll owe nothing. Guns of the 
Reich is your free gift to keep. 

THE FREE CLUB MAGAZINE. You’ll receive 14 issues 
a year. Each issue includes the Featured Selection(s) 
plus a number of Alternates from the Club’s library of 
over 230 books. Twice a year, you may also receive 
offers of Special Selections. 

SHOPPING MADE SIMPLE. To get the Featured 
Seiection(s), do nothing— they’ll be sent automatically. 
If you prefer another book—or none at all—simply 
return your Member Reply Form by the date shown. A 
shipping and handling charge is added to each order. 

AN EASY-TO-MEET OBLIGATION. Take up to 2 years 
to buy 4 more .books at regular low Club prices. After¬ 
wards. you may resign membership anytime. Or you 
may continue to enjoy the benefits of belonging to The 
Military Book Club. 

HUGE DISCOUNTS ... up to 30% off publishers’ 
hardcover editions. Some Club books are altered in size 
to fit special presses. All are printed on high-quality, 
acid-free paper. 

RISK-FREE RETURN PRIVILEGES. If you get an 

unwanted book because your Club magazine came late 
and you had less than 10 days to decide, simply return 
the book at our expense. 
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PRICES SHOWN ARE FOR PUBLISHERS' EDITIONS. 
CLUB MEMBERS REGULARLY SAVE UP TO 30%. 


Garden City, NY 11530 


M ilitary 

BOOK CLllt 

Your #1 Source for Military Books 

YES! Please enroll me in The Military Book Club according to the risk¬ 
free membership plan described in this ad. Send me Guns of the Reich FREE 
plus the 3 BOOKS I’ve indicated. Bill me just 98$, plus shipping and handling. 


Please write book numbers 
here. If vou already own Guns 
of the Reich, you may choose 
a different FREE book. Simply 
cross out the book #0133 
and write the code number 
of the book you prefer. 


MrYMrs. 

Miss/M&_ 


Address . 
City _ 


If you’re under 18, your parent must sign here 


.State 


_Apt. 
.Zip . 


FEEL #0133 





□ 


LJ 


□ 








ES448 


18 


Members accepted in U.S.A. and Canada onty. Canadian members serviced from Canada where offer 
is slightly different. Sales tax added where appiicable. We reserve the right to reject any application. 
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D ON'T PUT 

DOWN GUARD... 

Sirs: 

As a long-time reader of Soldier of 
Fortune , I greatly appreciate the high 
quality, unclassified information that 
you publish. As a Senior Intelligence 
Analyst in the New Hampshire Army 
National Guard, I use this 
information to keep my troops up to 
date on military actions around the 
world. 

As a Guardsman, I must take 
exception to the comment under the 
photo of Vice President Quayle on 
page 6 of your November 1989 
issue. The comment, “Sleep well, 
your National Guard is awake,” 
does hold some significance. My 
present unit, 3rd Bn, 197 FA Bde, 
spent 1968-1969 in Vietnam. I, and 
many of my fellow Guardsmen, 
pulled a tour in Southeast Asia. 
Excuse me if this sounds corny, but 
when natural disaster strikes, civil 
disturbance breaks out, or civilian 
authorities need assistance, we’re 
there. 

In short, please don’t alienate the 
men and women who make up 44 
percent of America’s military 
strength. 

SSG Rene A. Turcotte 
HHB, 3d Bn, 197 FA Bde 
NHARNG 

Hampstead, New Hampshire 

Our subtle jibe was pointed directly 
at VP Quayle — not at the 
thousands of men and women in the 
Guard who stand ready to come to 
America's defense. Apology quickly 
rendered if offense was taken. 


W ANTS TO STOP 

IMPERSONATORS... 

Sirs: 

I have been a dedicated reader of 
your magazine for many years and 
would like to congratulate you on 
the splendid job you’ve been doing. 

Perhaps you could help me with a 
problem. I’ve been brought up with 
strong values, one of which is to 
never take credit for something I 
don’t deserve. I’m appalled at 
certain individuals who walk around 
in fatigues claiming to be Vietnam 
veterans but who never went there. I 
even came across one particular guy 
in his early 20s wearing a Class A 
uniform, claiming to be Special 
Forces. 

My question is this: Can I turn 
such a person over to civilian or 
military authorities for the offence of 
impersonating a United States 
soldier? 

Marc Slater 
B.X., New York 

Absolutely. The federal government 
takes a dim view of people imperso¬ 
nating service personnel. Check with 
your local police department for 
appropriate action. 


D rug war 

STRATEGY... 

Sirs: 

Mr. Bush’s lame rhetoric and 
indecisive inaction in the so-called 


“war on drugs” makes obvious the 
need for far harsher measures in this 
struggle for our very survival. There 
are other possible measures which 
could not fail, if administered 
consistently. Such include: 

1. Execute all convicted 
drug-related murderers (and all 
convicted murderers and malicious 
manslaughterers period). 

2. Execute all convicted drug 
dealers who have been able to 
maintain an independent living with 
their illegal, untaxed profits. Their 
good living is made off of the 
destruction of both other people’s 
lives and of society at large. 

3. Confiscate the property of 
second (or multiple) conviction 
users. Bring back public corporal 
humiliation as a punishment. 

4. Legalize marijuana so as to free 
all resources to attack the heavy 
drugs such as cocaine, crack, heroin, 
and ice, among others. 

5. Seal the Mexican border with 
an East German-style border barrier 

— regardless of scale, cost, required 
manpower, and political opposition 

— so as to greatly slow illegal and 
contraband flow into this country 
while simultaneously providing jobs. 

6. Persuade the drug-producing 
countries, through the threat to 
withhold economic aid, to accept the 
independent presence of American 
Special Forces as a far more 
effective way of disempowering and 
capturing drug kingpins and their 
private armies. 

To fail to adapt and react 
forcefully is to perish. Those with the 
power who fail to use it as needed 
are merely begging the four 
apocalyptic horsemen to begin their 
fateful charge. Remember the final 
Inca emperor’s dying words, “Coca 
shall destroy the white man.” 

Edward L. Flores 
Oakland, California 


SOF has received a number of let¬ 
ters from readers containing sugges¬ 
tions as to how we should go about 
fighting drugs. The readers we 
would be particularly interested in 
hearing from in the future are those 
who will actually have to fight the 
drug war — the one in 10 SOF 
readers who are law enforcement 
officers. If you are one of them, we 
would like to know how you think 
we should fight the war on drugs , or 
if we should fight it at all. We intend 
to make editorial space available in a 
future issue of SOF for a law en¬ 
forcement officers' round table on 
what is to be done. Generals rarely 
bother to ask the opinions of the 
grunts when they're planning the 
war. Here's your chance. 
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We're America's 
Army & Navy Store!! 

For Over 65 Years The Kaufman Name Has 
Meant The Finest In Genuine Military 
Goods, Gear, Equipment and Insignia. 


■ USAF 
Flight Jacket 
(Type MA-1) 

Outer shell of water¬ 
proof. windproof 
100% nylon. Lined 
with polyester fibrefill 
for comfort zone of 
about 20" to 55°F. 

Reversible to survival 
orange: features large 
inside,outside and 
sleeve pockets.Our 
most popular jacket 
for years!! 

Sizes:S. M. L. XL 

Choose colors: sage green or black 
Item #C-500 ... Regular lengths. 

Long lengths (M, L, XL). 

■ Military 
Berets - 

Jaunty.daring and 
classy — like the 
professional's who 
wear them! These are 
official regulation berets 
of 100% vat dyed wool and meeting all military 
specs. Made expressly for us by the prime military 
contractor. 

Choose the official headgear of: 

□ Special Forces (green) Item #H-425 

□ Ranger (black) Item #H-435 

□ Airborne Paratroopers (maroon) Item #1-1-430 

□ ArtilleryAjuardian Angels (red) Item #H-440 
Sizes: 6% to 7% 

(Not sure of your size? Tell us how many inches 
around your head where you wear your hat. We’ll 
send the correct one) . . 514.95. 


Medic’s Kit Bag - 

styled like the ones 
used in Vietnam. Nylon 
with 3 zippered com¬ 
partments that fold 
open. New. 
, ltem#S-290. $27.75. 


Watch Cap - 100% Wool 


■ Tight Ribbed Weave 

■ Roll Down to Cover Ears 
When Desired 

■ One Size Fits All 

Choose Color * 

Black or Oirve 
Drab (00) Green 
?!«« #H455 

$6,00. each. 



USAF Heavyweight Flight 
DESIGNED FOR TEMPERATURES 

I Polyester Fiberfill ’- 1 ® 

Lining - (Maximum 
Warmth Per Ounce) 

■ Nylon Shell - 
(Waterproof & , 

Windproof) ~ 



WE SKIP C.O.D.-C.O.O. FEE $4.50 


■ Drill Instructor/Smokey 
The Bear Hat - 

Here’s a hat with character!! No 
one who wears it escapes 
a personality change. An 
uncontrollable urge to shout 
orders or heap abuses, pursue flamers, or 
write traffic tickels. Let your true or wistful self be 
heard! 

Finest quality. 100% wool felt, made in USA. 

Sizes: 6% to 7% 

Item #H-300 .. ... .... $23.95. 

■ Genuine Leather Chin Strap - 

Item #H -305 $2.95. 

■ Acorn Hat Cord (as shown)(Specify color ;gold 
metallic, black/gold metallic, yellow, red. light blue, 
silver) 

Item #H-310 ................. . . $8.95. 



Jacket -Type N2B 
OF -10° TO 32° F. 

Pile Line Hood - 
(drapes over shoulder 
when not needed) 

■ Rap Under Zipper 
to Prevent 
"Cold Spots" 

Zippered 
Sleeve Pocket 
with 

Pencil Holder 


Sizes: S, M, 
LandXL. 

$99.95. 
Item #C-55fl 




Choose: 

Stainless Steel Set Item it 
Black Commando Set. Item #X-675 


$ 6 . 00 . 


■ Printing for Dog Tags - well 

print anything that fits! (6 lines, 15 spaces per line). 

Item #X-685 ... only $1.50 per tag (53.00/set). 


Sorry! No Dog Tag Printing Orders By Telephone. 


■ Dog Tag Silencers - black, non- 
glare rubber bumpers for tag. 

Item #X-650 ........... .$1.95/pair. 


WHEN IN NEW YORK CITY VISIT OUR 
ORIGINAL STORE AT319W.42ND ST., 
NEAR TIMES SQUARE. 

(PRICES MAY VARY AT NYC STORE) 


■ Anglehcad 
Flashlites - ffESKmw 

indestructable plastic:waterproof, 
non-glare, clips onto any belt. Uses 
2 D cell batteries (not included) 
and comes complete with spare 
bulb and extra lenses. Choose: 0D 
green or black. 

Item #R-165. .$6.95. 

I Krypton Bulbs for 
GI Flashlite - 

high intensity bulb makes ycur light twice as bright’! 
(will work in any standard flashlite). Installs in 
seconds 

Item #R-725.. ....... $2.95/pkg of 2 bulbs. 



SATISFACTION 

GUARANTEED 


SHIPPING 


CIA X-Ray x Envelope Spray - 




Amazing fluid!! 
r When sprayed onto 
f any envelope,.makes 
the paper transparent, 
thus permitting easy 
viewing of the contents. After about 30 seconds, the 
paper returns to normal — without a trace of dis¬ 
coloration, stain or odor!! (So no one can tell that the 
envelope has been “X-Rayed”.) 

6 fl. oz.can will treat dozens of envelopes. Made in 
USA. 

Caution I Unauthorized access to US Mail is pro¬ 
hibited by law! Item #A-655 . . .$9.95/can 


■ Kaufman's Catalog - 
A $3.00 Va lue. — 

(An award winner r 1 
our catalog has l 
been acclaimed tyl 

presidents and 1 HtaT ^ 
heads of state.) 1 4 

Call or write for L iMp a 1 
your tree copy. P*. _ 


BDU Cap, Winter weight 
(with earffaps) 

Latest military issue. 
Features lined flaps which 
can fold down to keep 
• ears warm and tuck 
Jnto the hat when the 
weathers balmy. 
Sizes run small. 
Choose: woodland 
Sizes: 7. 7%. Vh, 7% camo or OD green 

Item #H-270 ..$8.50. 


Please include appropriate shipping costs from chart below with 
each order. Amounts shown include costs of postage, packaging, 
insurance and handling. 


Orders up to STO.CO 

$3.75 

Orders from $10.01 20 00 

4.50 

Orders from $20.01 to 35 00 

5.25 

Orders from $35.01 to 50.00 

5.90 

Orders from $50.01 to 70.00 

6.90 

Orders from $70.01 to 90.00 

7.90 

Orders over $90.00 

890 



Canadian Orden-Send Double Amount Indicated. 

ORDER TOLL FREE 
1 . 800 - 545-0933 

MONDAY-SATURDAY 


WEST. 


iHHy&NAVyGOODS 

1505* 29&2300 

Dept. A-30115B0 Eubank, Albuquerque. NM 87112 

FAX: 505-275-1441 


























































Items on Left (Clockwise from top.) 

#5007 Urban Recon 6 -pack carrier, grey. This insulated 
pack keeps beverages cold. (Not for use with ice.) $9.95 
#7090 SOF Can Wrap, black with white logo. $4.95 
#7070 SOF Coffee Mug, white with red logo. $5.95 
#7050 SOF Luggage Tag, white with black logo. $4.95 
#7110 SOF Ashtray, white with red logo. $5.95 
#7100 Shot Glass. 4-oz., clear with red logo. $4.95 
#7120 Stein. 12-oz., clear with red logo $7.50 

Badges (By vertical rows, from left) 
"Y #7005 SOF Key Ring $5.25 

#7024 Beret Badge, black $8.00 
"Y #7023 Beret Badge, silver $8.00 

I : S3 #7021 SOF Lapel Pin. silver $5.95 
H #7043 SOF Lapel Pin, gold $5.95 

^ \ ^ #7020 SOF Lapel Pin, red $3.50 

#7022 Beret Badge, red $7.00 
#7053 Death to Tyrants Badge $5.95 




Patches (From left to right) 

#7003 Shield Patch $4.95 
#7002 SOF Round Patch, OD $2.50 
#7001 SOF Round Patch, red $2.50 
#7060 SOF Patch, black $4.95 


Items on Right (Clockwise from left.) 
#5005 SOF Duffle Bag. Black,large. $24.95 
#2004 Black SOF Ball Cap with scrambled 
eggs. $9.95 

#2001 Maroon Beret. Sizes 6 1/2-7 3/4. 
(Beret badge not included.) $14.95 
#5006 SOF Duffle Bag. Grey, large. $24.95 
#7014 Web Belt, black. (Buckle not 
included.) $3.50 

#7012 SOF Silver Military Buckle (Shown on 
belt.) $11.95 

(Also available in black. #7013 $11.95) 
#7010 SOF Pewter Belt Buckle. $7.95 
#2021 White SOF Ball Cap with Oak Leaf 
Cluster. $9.95 

(Also available in grey. #2020 $9.95) 
#7200 SOF Sunglasses. Mirrored with red 
SOF logo. $9.95 

#7160 Omega Group Watch. Handsome, 
large face with black design, and black 
textured band. 1-year warranty. $29.95 
#7161 Soldier of Fortune Watch. Clean 
design with red logo and black, waterproof 
band, 1-year warranty. $29.95 


#1001 SOFLogoT-shirt, 
black, $9.95 


#1020 MAC SOG T-shirt, 
black, $10.95 


#1009S0FH&K T-shirt, 
black, $9.95 


10TH ANNIVERSARY 


* nmO 

LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 


3P-4C SUKAWOW HOAO 


#9289 1989 SOF Match 
T-shirt, white, $9.95) 
(Tank top is available. Size 

L only. #9389 $7.95) 


#9089 1989 SOF Con¬ 
vention T-shirt, white , $9.95. 

(Tank lop is also available. Size L only. 

#9189 $7.95) 


#1035 Assault Rifle T- 
shirt, white, $10.95 


# 1003 World Tour, black, 
Back design, $10.95 



T-shirts come in 
StMLLfXL XXL 
$1.00 extra. 
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I never send my staff places I won’t 
go myself, and I'd never sell you 
equipment I wouldn't use!” 

Col. Robert K. Brown 
Publisher of Soldier of Fortune Magazine 
Talking about his SOF Exchange 

You're active, you're a man who is true to himself, 
and you want gear that reflects your independent way 
of thinking. At SOF Exchange, we know what it takes 
to live an active-man lifestyle. SOF Exchange is the of¬ 
ficial store of Soldier of Fortune Magazine. Our items 
are durable, practical, and most carry the official SOF 
logo. And, all our items make great Christmas Gifts! 

Order now for fast delivery! You’ll save 
yourself time and you’ll be giving 
a gift that can’t be matched! 




QTY. 


ITEM NO. 


SIZE 


PRICE 


ADDRESS 


CITY _ STATE_ZIP 


SUBTOTAL 

P&H 

3.7% Sales Tax (Colo. Residents) 

TOTAL 


Add $2.00 lor first item ordered plus $1.00 per each 
additional item (or postage and handling. Overseas 
orders add 40%. Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. 
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SOF EXCHANGE 
P.O. Box 687 
Boulder, CO 80306 USA 

Cal! Toll-Free for Mastercard or VISA 
orders:1 -800-323-1776, Operator 
131. For FAX orders: (303) 444-5617. 
Customer Service: (303) 449-3750. 


PAYMENT: _VISA _MC_CHECK 

CARD#_ EXP_ 

NAME_ 


Colonel Brown is wearing: 

#2004 Black SOF Hat, $9.95 
#1515 Black SOF World Tour Nylon Jacket, 
(S, M, L, XL) $49.95, (XXL) $51.95 
#7160 Omega Group Watch $29.95 
#7200 SOF Mirrored Sunglasses, $9.95 
#9089 1989 SOF Convention T-shirt, $9.95 
#7070 SOF Coffee Mug, $5.95 
#7014 Black Web Belt, $3.50 
#7012 Silver SOF Military Buckle, $11.95 





































=COMBAT 
EAPONCRAFT 


by Jack Thompson 


Getting on Target 



If coordinated, effective fire is required, then an accurate target indication is a must. 
Photo: USMC, courtesy DoD 


Axis of Arc 


P ATROLLING in the thick jungle of 
the Peten in northern Guatemala is 
always a struggle. A royal pain in the 
ass to be exact. Movement is reduced 
to a crawl and visibility is so restricted 
that you are forced to move around 
like a pack of wild pigs. However, 
Lieutenant Estrada and his platoon 
move on confidently in search of the 
unseen enemy. 

Lieutenant Estrada is lucky. He has 
as his point man Corporal Garcia, a 
kaibiJ (graduate of Guatemalan Ran¬ 
ger school) from the Lake Isabel area. 
Garcia, whose mother is a Kechchi In¬ 
dian, is good in the jungle by virtue of 
the fact that in his youth he was a 
poacher and used to capture exotic 
birds to sell for illegal export. But in the 
jungle, even good men like Lt. Estrada 
and Cpl. Garcia fall prey to the wily 
Guatemalan guerrilla. 

Suddenly and without warning, 
heavy fire bursts forth from the jungle, 
sending Estrada and his men to the 
ground. Garcia, the point man, is 
shooting in all directions trying to lo¬ 
cate the hidden guerrilla group. As the 
sounds of the ambush bounce wildly 
off the jungle vegetation, Lt. Estrada 
gathers his wits and sizes up the situa¬ 
tion. He knows if he and his men are 
going to walk out of this one alive, he 
will have to accurately locate the 
enemy and indicate where that enemy 
is to his troops. Only then can the pla¬ 
toon be in a position to fight with any 
kind of coordination. 

Sometimes in a firefight only a small 
number of men actually know where 
the enemy is! It is important that the 
enemy position be indicated to all 
troops so that coordinated, effective 
fire can be brought to bear on the 
enemy as quickly as possible. So what 
are the methods of target indication? 
How can the location of the enemy be 
indicated to a person who can’t see 
them? We will address four methods of 
target indication: 1) the direct method, 
2) the reference point method, 3) the 
clock-ray method, and 4) the use of 
tracer. 



DIRECT METHOD: (See Fig. 1) 
The direct method is used with your 
line of advance as axis of arc. After 


giving the range to the enemy in yards 
or meters the unit commander tells the 
troops where to look by giving a direc¬ 
tion in relation to the axis of arc fol¬ 
lowed by a description of the target. 
For example: 

“200 — 1/2 left — large tree.” 

“300 — slightly right — small hill.” 
“250 — 3/4 left — hut.” 

The idea is that after receiving a 
target indication, everyone is tuned 
into the same area. 

REFERENCE POINT METHOD: 
The reference point method is used 
when the enemy position is close to an 
obvious object The words above and 
below can also be used. The direct 
method can also be used in conjuction 
with the reference point method, with 
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the reference point being the axis of 
arc. Example: 

“200 — green bush — quarter right 
— cluster of trees.” 

“250 — large rock — slightly left 
and below — enemy machine gun.” 

The reference point method along 
with the direct method is an excellent 
way to indicate targets. 

THE CLOCK-RAY METHOD: 
(See Fig. 2) The clock-ray method of 
target indication must be used in con¬ 
junction with any reference point — 
that reference point not necessarily 
your own location. Imagine a vertical 
clock face placed on your reference 
point with the center of the clock on 
that point To indicate a target your 
unit leader will tell you the range and 
reference point. He will also tell you if 
your target is to the left or to the right of 
that point Next, the appropriate hour 
of the clock will be given and this gives 
you the direction to look in. Example: 

“200—small hut—left 9 o’clock — 
small rock.” 

“250 — grey house — right 11 
o’clock — telephone pole.” 


A combination of the direct method, 
reference point method and clock-ray 
method can also be used. Example: 

“400 — small hill — right 4 o’clock 
— bushy tree — slightly left — enemy 
mortar.” 

THE TRACER METHOD: The 

last method of target indication is the 
use of tracer ammunition. When a 
target indication is required, you simp¬ 
ly yell “watch my tracer” and shoot 
tracer at the target. Everyone who sees 
the strike will see where the enemy is. 
Quick and easy and especially good at 
night, use of tracer ammunition is an 
excellent way to indicate targets. In a 
bright light setting where tracer may be 
hard to see, the unit leader may call 
“watch my strikes” and place a few 
rounds immediately in front of the 
target, the dust from the impacts mark¬ 
ing the target. 

A good target indication gives the 
range, it tells you where to look and 
describes the target It is part of a fire 
control order. A good target indication 
ensures that everyone knows where 
the enemy is, which is half the battle. 


Lieutenant Estrada walked away from 
his firelight alive, as did Cpl. Garcia, 
because they and the rest of the pla¬ 
toon knew where the enemy was and 
fought as a coordinated unit ^ 



Fig. 2: Example of the Clock-Ray 
Method in use. 



lta-Bar re-introduces the famous 
WII United States Marine fighting knife 
exactly as it was first issued according to the origi¬ 
nal blueprints in the company’s archives. Now, through the 
Washington Mint this historic knife is available in a limited, 
collectors edition. 

This 50th Anniversary WW11 commemorative knife is being 
issued through an individually numbered limited edition run. 
Each knife is beautifully mounted in a handcrafted walnut dis¬ 
play case and includes a certificate of authenticity along with a 
booklet entitled “Ka-Bar was there” telling the story of this 
legendary fighting knife. 

Specifications include a black, non-glare blade with strikings of the USMC and 


Please send me_Ka-Bar United States 

Marine Fighting Knife at $139.95 each. Add $5.00 
shipping & handling per order. 

Name_ 




City_ 

Check or M.O. enclosed or charge to 

Account It _ 

Signature_ 


State_Zip 

□ VISA □ MC 
_ Exp. Date_ 


WASHINGTON MINT 


Own A 
Piece of 

HISTORY 


WW II 


UNITED STATES MARINE 

FIGHTING KNIFE 


Ka-Bar trademark. This blade is made of the finest high caibon steel with a 
hand-honed razor sharp edge. Tlie handle is compacted discs of genuine leather 
and is highly polished. Ttie knife’s overall size is 1 V/s" with a blade cutting edge 


633 FRANKLIN AVE., SUITE 207, NUTLEY, NJ 07110 



1 - 800 - 447-7303 



that measures 


ORDER NOW TO GUARANTEE CHRISTMAS DELIVERY 
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W 1 ITH the holidays upon us, book 
publishers have released scores of new 
titles—some of which ended up in our 
stocking, hung with great care above 
the old sandbagged bunker. 

Since we’re mostly bah-humbugs 
around here we just couldn’t wait for 
present-opening time to have a look at 
these Yuletide/New Year offerings, so 
here’s a preview of what jolly old 
Sergeant Saint Nick might leave under 
your tree. 

No Christmas carols are sung in 
Daniel Pollack’s thriller, Lair of the 
Fox (Walker and Company), which 
throws KGB officers, Spetsnaz com¬ 
mandos, a politically radical movie ac¬ 
tress, a U.S. diplomat specializing in 
terrorism, Kurdish pesh merga — free¬ 
dom fighters, and Turkish anti terrorist 
squads into a pot simmering with 12 
stolen canisters of VX nerve gas. Add a 
full-sized replica of an American fri¬ 
gate, a hulking British mercenary with 
the unlikely name of Courage, and 
some of the most colorful writing we’ve 
seen in a long, long time, and you’ve 
got an exciting companion for some 
cold, snowy eve (or a warm, balmy 
seashore if you’re so lucky). 

Also on the terrorism scene (which 
knows no holidays), The Complete 
Security Guide for Executives 
(Lexington Books) by frequent SOF 
contributor Neil C. Livingstone goes a 
long way toward ensuring that Santa, 
and not terrorists, comes sliding down 
your corporate smokestack or home 
chimney. Livingstone, one of the 
world’s leading experts on what makes 
terrorism tick, offers hands-on tips 
ranging from personal protection, 
traveling abroad, and nightlife (elves 
will enjoy this chapter: adult entertain¬ 
ment districts, prostitutes, alcohol and 
drugs, gambling, and general social 
tips) to executive protection, bombs 
and explosives, and kidnapping. Is it 
safe to walk out your front door any¬ 
more? Unless you’re sleigh-borne and 
above it all, not without this handy 
primer for self-preservation. 

From across the pond where the 
Animals’ “We gotta get out of this 
place” was heard far more often than 
“Silent Night” come three welcome 
additions to the growing library of solid 
Vietnam War literature. A Lonely 
Kind of War (Presidio Press) by 
three-tour vet Marshall Harrison brings 
to earth the oft-forgotten war of the 
forward air controllers — “bringers of 
death” as the Viet Cong quaintly 
termed them. On his second tour Har¬ 
rison was converted from fastmovers 
— F-4 Phantoms — to OV-IO Bron¬ 
cos, the highly maneuverable eyes and 
ears of attack aircraft, and found him¬ 
self running low and slow tree-top mis¬ 
sions (the better to draw enemy fire 
I with) and cross-border Special Forces 


IN REVIEW 

by John Coleman 

support jobs inside Cambodia (one of 
which resulted in an unplanned visit to 
terra firma in Charlie’s backyard). For 
those of you who enjoyed your plum 
pudding of ham ’n limas on the 
ground, Harrison’s well-crafted and 
often funny tale of FACs will bring you 
a new dimension of the war to ponder. 

“You contributed to the best Christ¬ 
mas present I have ever received — 
your rendition of ‘Hamburger Hill’.” 

So writes former 101st Airborne PFC 
James Mangiapane to author Samuel 
Zaffiri on his book Hamburger Hill 
(Pocket Books), the account of the 11- 



Lair of the Fox — 

An American frigate, a 
Brit mere named 
Courage, and stolen VX 
nerve gas. 


20 May ’69 battle for Ap Bia Mountain 
in the A Shau Valley that more than 
any other single event in the war 
turned the tide of public opinion 
against our military involvement. 
Why? If you’ve seen the recent movie 
of the same name (incidentally, one of 
the better efforts in the genre and 
worth searching out in video) you’ll get 
an inkling: some of the most brutal 
head-to-head fighting between NVA 
regulars and U.S. troops took place on 
that bloody mountain, and although 
the NVA were routed they reclaimed 
Hamburger Hill some three weeks la¬ 
ter when the 101st withdrew. Zaffiri 
writes a powerful account based on 
official military documents and numer¬ 
ous, lengthy interviews with officers 
and men who survived to talk about it. 
General William Westmoreland called 
this book “excellent” and so do we. 
Save this one for when the holiday bills 
start pouring in. 

Further afoot (or should we say 
awash) comes U.S. Navy Lieutenant 
Commander Thomas J. Cutler’s 



Brown Water, Black Berets, (Pock¬ 
et Books), another facet of the war 
sadly neglected — until now. As the 
apocryphal conversation goes: “When 
I was in Vietnam...” — “Hey! 1 
thought you said you were in the 
Navy.” — “I was.” — “Well, what 
were you doing in Vietnam?” and that 
pretty well sums up one of the biggest 
misconceptions of war: The Navy 
didn’t just float offshore eating ice 
cream; sailors and Coast Guardsmen 
did fight — and die — along the back¬ 
waters and coasts of Vietnam. (Movie 
goers should remember the Navy PBR 
that hauled Martin Sheen up-river in 
Apocalypse Now.) Cutler, who 
teaches history at the U.S. Naval 
Academy, has written what will prob¬ 
ably become the definitive history of 
the Brown Water Navy’s involvement 
in Vietnam, ranging from the early 
advisers through Vietnamization. 
Although well sourced, footnoted and 
bibliographed, this is not a dry, mili¬ 
tary-type textbook; Cutler wrapped 
each chapter around interviews with 
vets who stood the long watch. Good 
dramatic and informative reading for 
the weekend after New Year’s Eve. 

Submerged in a different war were a 
group of sailors whose idea of “Silent 
Night” was a night when they weren’t 
depth charged by angry destroyers. 
The Destroyer Killer (Pocket 
Books) by Edwin P. Hoyt vividly scans 
a microcosm of the U.S. submarine 
war against the Japanese by focusing 
on one sub: the USS Harder and her 
go-for-the-throat commander, Samuel 
D. Dealey. After all was said, done, and 
counted after the war, Dealey and his 
Harder ranked fifth on the list for 
enemy tonnage sunk, even though 
Harder was presumed lost to enemy 
action in August 1944 while other subs 
continued to fight and kill for many 
more months. But shooting clay pi¬ 
geons across the deep blue doesn’t 
earn you four Navy Crosses and a 
posthumous Congressional Medal of 
Honor; killing enemy warships bow-on 
will. During one patrol, Harder chal¬ 
lenged — and beat — five Japanese 
destroyers, earning Dealey the nick¬ 
name that sits on the cover of this 
book. Massive volumes have been 
written about the Big One, but we 
often forget that it takes men like 
Dealey and his crew to ram it down 
their throats. When the embers are low 
and everyone else has hit the rack, 

Continued on page 101 
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NIGHT GUARD 



Portable Security 
System 


Automatic 

Motion-Sensing 


JUST PLUG IT IN...now you’ve got a portable 
security system with built-in alarm AND flood¬ 
light! Does NOT require hard wiring - just plug 
NiteGuard into any standard outlet, aim it to¬ 
wards area you want to protect, and you’ve got 
instant security. Powerful INFRARED SEN¬ 
SOR scans huge area 50-feet long and 100- 
feet wide. When intruder is detected, 
NiteGuard Pal-1 provides DOUBLE protection 
from its floodlight and loud 85db alarm (for 
floodlight only, a switch disarms alarm). You 
can use this security system inside or out. It 
comes with yard spike, wall mounting bracket 
and padded bottom for table top use, TAKE 
NITEGUARD WHERE YOU NEED SECU¬ 
RITY, WHEN YOU NEED SECURITY. Quick & 
easy to use. Bonus: NiteGuard Pal-1 system 
also can operate additional lights automatically 
thanks to receptacle on main unit. This allows 
you illuminate secondary areas or set up an 
entire perimeter security system, all from the 
main sensor. NiteGuard is ideal for protecting 
your home, shop, boat, RV, campsite, plane, 
construction site; perfect for surveillance & 
military applications. Take anywhere - small 
(6" x 4" x 8") and light (3.5-lbs.). One year 
warranty. $84.00 + $3.50 shipping. 


PORTABLE 
SECURITY ALARM 

This is not a stereo speaker! 

The SUPER 6X is the Loudest and 
Longest Range portable elec¬ 
tronic security (perimeter) alarm 
around! 

Looks like an ordinary desktop stereo speaker, 
but it actually has a powerful infrared sensor 
with a whopping 60 x 60-foot range built into the 
cabinet. Whenever an intruder steps into scan¬ 
ning field, Super 6X emits an incredibly loud, 
piercing alarm. And the whole unit is powered 
by six pen light batteries. Small (7" x 4-1/2” x 
8") and lightweight (about 3-lbs.). Take it any¬ 
where - ideal for ANY security situation in the 
home, shop, work site, yard; for surveillance 
and military applications. Features: security 
key switch arms/disarms the unit; entry and 
exit delay adjustments: automatic reset timer; 
blinking indicator lights; terminal strip with 
built-in ports to accept accessories such as 
sensors on doors/windows, AC adaptor, pres¬ 
sure sensitive mat, external horn, etc. One 
year warranty. The Super 6X will absolutely 
BLOW YOU AWAY with its range and loud db 
| alarm. Order TODAY for just $68.50 postpaid. 








\ The 

\ DUTCHMAN , 

N s By Mail V 

Sword 
Cane 


y SOUND DETECTOR 


/ DISTANT SOUND 
/ DETECTOR 
MULTIPLIES 

SOUND 5000 

TIMES 

The VanSleek 
FARFOON® 

$148 


postpaid 


The brand new ACTION WATCH for men on 
the GO! That’s right - Nite Flash utilizes a 
patented “Seiect-X” Bezel that lets you operate 
its FOURTEEN functions at a moment’s no¬ 
tice. Does away with all those tiny pins com¬ 
mon on other multi-function watches: Just 
“click” the bezel to the function you want, and 
push a button - it’s THAT SIMPLE! Check out 
these features: Displays Hours, Minutes, Sec¬ 
onds, Date, Day; Has 12/24 hour time format. 
Dual Time Zones; has Alarm, Single alarm. 
Hourly Triplet Chime; a 1/100 Second Stop 
Watch with lap timer to 24 hours, Long “Count 
Down” Timer (max. 24 hours), Short Count 
Down Timer (Max. 199 min). This heavy duty 
watch is 100% water resistant to 50-meters. 
Super Bright “Micro Lamp” provides easy 
viewing in the dark. Powered by a 7-year Lith¬ 
ium battery. Midnite Black with good looking 
red, white, blue and yellow accents. Quality 
components thru and thru (the bezel & quartz 
movement are Seiko; other parts by NEC, 
Citizen and more); full warranty. Nite Flash 
from Xonix provides the ease of operation plus 
the functions you need for military, surveil¬ 
lance, sports & everyday applications. And it 
works “ON THE FLY”! Order TODAY for the in¬ 
credible introductory price of $28.50 + $2.50 
shipping. 


BOMBER JACKET 
wwn 

BOMBER 
JACKET 


For just $49 because it's made of all 
THE RIGHT STUFF. The classic 
WWII Bomber Jacket for the Avia¬ 
tor/Racer look. Made of DuraHide, 
a man-made leather that defies you 
to tell it from the real thing. This is 
your chance to pick up the hottest look today at 
a very reasonable price. Check out these 
features: Heavy duty Brass zippers; horizontal 
(zippered) and vertical front pockets; zippered 
left sleeve utility pocket; heavy duty knit cuffs 
and waistband; heavy weight pile collar; stylish 
epaulets on each shoulder; inside storm flap for 
wind resistance; 100% nylon lining; 8-ounces 
polyester fill for warmth that doesn’t weigh you 
down. This is the jacket taking America by 
storm...don’t miss out. Order yours TODAY for 
just $49.00 plus $3.50 shipping. Specify XS 
(30-32), S (34-36), M (38-40), L (42-44) XL (46), 
and XXL (48-50) and be sure to tell us BLACK 
or BROWN color. 


NIGHT 

COMMAND 


Classic Pilot’s 
Watch 
Just $46.00 


Analog/ 

Digital 

Combo 


That's right, for only 
S46D0 you can have this 
avtator/racer watch. It's 
finished in handsome 
gunmetal black with 
matching black stainless 
steel band. The classic 
watch, because it has all 
The Right Stuff — from 
its All Business outside 
to its high-tech electronic 
workings. This is today's most popular watch — the perfect 
blend of history and style for men on the GO. Check out these 
features: Both Analog AN0 Digital time displays with luminous 
hands and numeral markers and LCD display; allows for dual 
time zone settings; has 12/24 European/Military time settings; 
reads hours, minutes, seconds, AM/PM, month, date and day 
of week; has a daily alarm and hourly chime; has a one-hour 
stopwatch with 1/100th second resolution; times splits, laps, 
time-outs and 1st/2nd place finishes; has a rotary time ring 
bezel, is water resistant to 50 meters (165-feet); has a Vh year 
battery; and mineral glass crystal so it will never scratch! PLUS 
the intricate 0UARTZ movement is accurate to an amazing +/- 
15 seconds a month. At $46D0. . it's a deal, but save 

by buying two for $66.00 and save agatn ihen you order three 
for $120.00 


POPULAR COMBO OFFER: Order the JACKET and WATCH 
together for just $86.50 + $3.50 shipping. You save $8.50! 


Please ship: 
Item 


HwiC/Visa & COD orders call toll free 1-800-821-5157 

| Mail in orders send check or money order to the address below. 

I -, . . Missouri customers call 816-221-3581 

The Dutchman 
I Dept. 190 
| P.O. Box 12548 
| Overland Park, KS 66212 

I Name 

I 
I 


Total $ enclosed 


Address 


State 


©1989 


The Napoleon Bonaparte 
Eagle Sword Cane in 
stunning silver is one of 
the most beautiful sword 
canes we have ever 
seen. A true collector’s 
piece from handle to 
sword tip, the detail of the 
silver Eagle’s head per¬ 
fectly complements the lustrous hardwood 
shaft (sheathed) and the tri-foil sword (un¬ 
sheathed). The sword is made of high-carbon 
steel; the shaft of finely turned beechwood. 
Overall length 36”; sword length from handle to 
tip, 32". Internal pin-in-channel mechanism 
locks/unlocks the sword. Made in France by 
that country's premier cane maker, and an 
absolute steal at $160.00 plus $3.50 shipping. 


NITE FLASH 


The VanSleek Farfoon generation of Distant 
Sound Detectors combines the best features of 
older models to bring you the most versatile 
unit yet developed. Utilizes a 3-1/2" built- in 
parabolic dish with “spider-mount" super-sensitive microphone Tor Bound Mirror effect, previously 
found only on larger, more cumbersome sound detectors. VanSleek features handy size (weighs 
about 2-lbs.), is easy to use in tight places. Made for professional hunters to hear approaching 
animals at great distance, the VanSleek has been discovered by the security industry. On city 
terrain, sounds leap across blocks and streets. Solid state-of-the-art circuitry. Sound cut-off. 
Powered by 6 peniight batteries for increased amplitude. Use VanSleek and enjoy mirrored 
sound gathering not possible with direct receiver products. Sold world-wide to government, 
military, police, hunters & fishermen. Discover the range of uses on land and sea; money back 
guarantee. $148.00 postpaid. 





















I WAS THERE 

by William Burris 

Second Chance vs. 
Magnum Force 



THIS past September, Deputy John 
Solheim and I were invited by Richard 
Davis to participate in the first-ever 
machine gun competition held by 
Second Chance Company in Central 
Lake, Michigan. As you may know, 
Richard Davis is the founder of Second 
Chance, the ballistic vest company 
with more recorded police officer 
“saves” than all of its competition 
combined 

John Solheim is one of those saves, 
and a veteran of several well-known 
Second Chance pin shoots. So natu¬ 
rally Richard Davis asked him to the 
machine-gun event. Having worked 
with John for some time, he’d often 
heard my brash claims of expertise 
with “buzz guns,” so we both wound 
up going. 

In addition to the match, Richard 
Davis also planned to film re¬ 
enactments of shooting incidents in¬ 
volving Second Chance vests, includ¬ 
ing John’s. I can clearly remember the 
innocent look on John’s face when he 
said, “How would you like to play the 
part of the bad guy when we film my 
shooting?” With all the enthusiasm of 
the guy who won a cruise on the Tita¬ 
nic, I jumped at the opportunity. 

We arrived several days prior to the 
match and concentrated on preparing 
for filming John’s shooting. In the 
actual event, John was on his way to 
work with his K-9 partner when he 
heard of a grocery store robbery in 
progress. Being near the store, John 
soon saw the perpetrator speed by in 
the opposite direction. John turned 
around and fell in behind the escaping 
vehicle. The robber then slammed on 
his brakes, exited his vehicle and be¬ 
gan running toward John while his pa¬ 
trol car was still coming to a stop. The 
robber ran up to the patrol car’s door 
and fired one shot at John, hitting him 
with a .357 Magnum in the area over 
the heart. John returned two rounds of 
.41 Magnum which sent his opponent 
sprawling to the ground. A short ex¬ 
change followed in which both men 
emptied their guns at one another. 
John , remaining on his feet, dodged 
rounds fired by his opponent, who was 
lying on his back on the street. 

When John’s gun was empty he 
took cover, and his K-9 partner’s 
efforts assured that the suspect, hit at 
least five times, was too occupied to 
attempt a reload. 

The above description is the short 
form of what was a very involved and 
intense series of events which took 
place in a brief period of time. In plan¬ 
ning for the filming, I was greatly re¬ 
lieved that we did not need to recreate 
the K-9’s part in all of this, although 
John obviously felt that the inclusion of 
gnashing teeth, and my terrified 
screams would lend a flavor of authen¬ 
ticity to the proceedings. 


Ersatz grocery store bandit. Bill 
Burris, manages to return 
le$s*than*accurate fire after suffering 
two hits from Deputy John Solheim. 
Photo: courtesy of the author 

When the day of filming arrived, 
there was an undeniable air of anti¬ 
cipation. We would be using Holly- 
wood-style blanks in our firearms in 
order to assure a realistic portrayal. 
Precautions included safety glasses 
and ballistic vests, although the latter 
were believed to be unnecessary at the 
ranges to be fired from. All went well 
through several scenes, until we came 
to the actual shootout. 

I, as the robber, ran from my vehicle 
up to John, and with great dramatic 
flair, shot him one time. He immediate¬ 
ly returned two shots, and I fell to the 
ground at his feet. After a moment I 
“revived” and began to shoot again. 

It was at this point that I began to 
realize that something was wrong. 
John’s normally exceptional marks¬ 
manship skills deteriorated under the 
pressure of filming, and the result was 
that I took four impressive hits between 
the bottom of the ballistics pad and the 
top of my belt. The wadding material 


blew right through my T-shirt and left 
some scorched divots about 1/2-inch 
deep in my gut. 

My immediate thought was “terrific, 
real ammo,” but both John and I had 
visually inspected both firearms just 
before shooting. Thought number two 
was, “Did I somehow recently offend 
him?” Being caught up in the spirit of 
the moment, I followed through with 
my acting until the end of the scene, 
saving my colorful commentary for the 
moment Richard Davis yelled, “Cut!” 

“Big Al” Kulovitz, a Cook County 
cop, ran up to me and expressed 
admiration for my fine “method 
acting.” He said it was just amazing 
how I grimaced and bounced off the 
pavement with each shot. I couldn’t 
immediately respond as I was at that 
moment involved in an inventory of 
my remaining intestinal assets, 
wondering how a colostomy bag 
would affect my ability to play the 
piano. 

Eventually my uncontrolled snivel¬ 
ling captured the attention of those 
present, and after several fingers were 
jammed into the wounds as 

Continued on page 88 
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ynlY/ BUY ANY TWO M 
SS&AND OET A THIRD 
ABSOLUTELY FREE! 
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THE EDGE COMPANY P.O. BOX 826 BRATTLEBORO, VT. 05301 1-800-445-1021 


MODEL #108 NATO 
MILITARY FULL AUTO* Lock 
and load the most popular 
automatic in the world! A Full 8" 
in O.D., gun meial black, and 
440* SIS. Flawletf front opening 
acLtofi. $14.95 


MODEL #817 LEVERHUNTER 
FULL AUTO * Touch the lever 
and release a gleaming arc of razor 
honed S/S. Eight inches of hand 
rubbed brass and rosewood. Sleek 
and silent. $19.95 


MODEL # I20M CLASSIC 
FULL AUTO* Handcrafted of die 
finest S/S, brass and micarta. Nine 
inches of lightning fast side snap¬ 
ping action. An incredible knife. In 
pearl, blue, black or white. 

$29.95 


MODEL #860 STEALTH FULL 
AUTO * A molecular alloy steel 
blade leaps out on command from 
a grip of high impact mil-spec ABS 
resin. Eight and a half inches and 
the favorite for those who insist on 
traveling light. $23.95 


J A|ln. Collectors and Sportsmen: Though legal in parts form, in certain areas the com- 
pielion of these kits may violate certain laws. Please check your area before ordering or 
assembling, as compliance with any such law is the purchaser's responsibility. 


#108 W #120M 


#817 


#860 


City _ ..._ 

I’m over eighteen: ? 


.Zip 


Add $2.00 shipping and insurance per kit. 

□ Check or M.O. Total amount: 

□ Visa/MC __ 


EXP 


Only Edge Company Knives Are Guaranteed Forever 


IgUitiSCW 




§hbck 


THE EDGE COMPANY 

P.O. BOX 826 
BRATTLEBORO, VT 05301 
1-800-445-1021 


E3 


VISA 


SF-t 


Gentlemen, please immediately rush me; 


#108 at $14.95 each 


#HI7 at $19,95 each 


*120M at $29 95 each 


#860 at $23.95 each 


Oty. 


fUurMss 



































Incoming 

Not to be confused with the 
like-sounding Cold Steel product, 
Washington Mint introduces the Gold 
Steel Tanto. This special edition knife is 
hand crafted and individually 24K gold 
plated. A black leather sheath comes 
standard and Christmas delivery is 
guaranteed. Just $149.95 stands 
between you and ownership of this 
handsome blade. 

Washington Mint is also offering a 
limited edition reissue of the Marines’ 
World War II Ka-Bar fighting knife. 

Each knife comes individually 
numbered and includes a walnut 
display case and certificate of 
authenticity. Own a piece of history for 
$139.95 plus $5 s&h. 


Vietnam, like its ComBloc allies, is 
showing the West a new face, hoping 
to entice First World businesses and 
industry to set up shop in the rubble of 
its destroyed economy. Are they really 
coming around to our way of thinking 
or is it a clever mask? A team of 
Americans from Full Data Ltd. traveled 
throughout Vietnam and produced a 
straight-from-the-hip report that calls it 
like they see it. They’re also offering 
four photographs of the infamous 
Hanoi Hilton prison complex along with 
a map showing its location for $19.95. 
The report, photos of the Hanoi Hilton 
and a bonus cassette of Amerasians in 
Saigon is available for $32.95 postpaid. 

Ordering information on items not given detailed 
treatment can be found elsewhere in the mag with the 
manufacturers’ ads (see Advertisers Index for help). 


YOU BET YOUR LIFESCAN 

State-of-the-art infrared (IR) sensor 
technology is now available for civilian 
purchase. Introducing Lifescan FLIR- 6 , 
a hand-held, forward looking IR 
detection system by Dynaray 
Technologies. This 8 V 2 -inch-long device 
enables the operator to detect IR 
emissions of any object or thing that 
has a significant temperature difference 
from its surroundings. 

This means Lifescan can detect 


ADVENTURE 
QUARTERMASTER 

by Tom Slizewski 


W ATCH OUT! HE’S GOT 
PLIERS! 

This month’s winner in the 
long-running “What Else Can We Fit 
On A Knife” contest goes to the A1 
Mar Knife Company and their 4X4. 
The 4X4 contains your basic regular 
and serrated blades, a Philips and 
standard screwdriver as well as a file; 
but what makes it unusual is the fact 
that it also contains a pair of pliers. 
And I’m not talking teensy, 
tweezer-like tool here but 6 -inch long 
sturdy pliers complete with built-in 
wire cutter. 

Made from AM -6 stain resistant 
steel, the 4X4 takes its inspiration 
from the OSS “Escape Knife.” The 
Escape Knife was developed for 
covert agents during World War II 
and featured a host of doodads 
designed to help out in a crunch. 

A1 Mar’s 4X4 is designed to do the 
same and comes complete with a 
nylon sheath. In your glove box or in 
the field, this one’s worth having. A1 
Mar makes only good knives and the 
limited production 4X4 may be hard 
to find, even at the $135.00 retail 
price. 

Available from better knife dealers 
or contact A1 Mar Knives, Dept. SOF, 
5755 S.W. Jean Rd., Suite 501, Lake 
Oswego, OR 97035; phone (503) 
635-9229. ^ 


persons or animals hiding in the dark or 
behind walls, furniture, etc. The user 
can adjust Lifescan’s sensitivity and it 
has a range up to 75 feet. When 
Lifescan senses a target a hidden LED 
light goes on and the unit vibrates. The 
operator is in no way revealed when 
using Lifescan. 

Powered by four AA batteries and 
weighing just over 1 pound, Lifescan 
has numerous applications in law 
enforcement, perimeter security and 
even personal/home security. A custom 
high-quality holster is available from A. 
Tex Shoemaker & Sons; retail price for 
Lifescan FLIR -6 is $399. 

Contact Dynaray Marketing, Dept. 
SOF, 50 West Hillcrest, Suite 224, 
Thousand Oaks, CA 91360; phone 
1-800-879-8797. 
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Buy Direct & Save! 

Call 1-312-253-7080 for Fast Delivery! 


Visa, Mastercard and American Express accepted! 
Low Prices! Top Quality Merchandise! 

Mail Orders Accepted - Send Check or Money Order! 


"The Big One" 

World's Largest Survival Knife 

This is the knife you’ve been 

waiting for! Made tough, it 

features a big 10 inch 420 

stainless steel blade. Sports /| 

men, hunters, fishermen, JM 

and campers will find 

“The Big One" can take jggjg 

it no matter how tough 

the task. It’s more than JflW 

just a knife. Features: 

• 5" watertight black tgW 
aluminum hollow 

handle. ^ 

• Liquid filled 
compass. 

• Rugged black 
leather sheath 
with sharp- 
ening stone. 


"Ninja" ^ 

Pistol Crossbow 
New hand-held crossbow is com¬ 
pact, silent and deadly. Powerful 
40 lb. draw. Micro-adjustable 
sights. Aluminum body, con¬ 
toured pistol grips. 11-1/4" over¬ 
all. Comes with 3 - 6" bolts. 
#214005 $49.95 


"Little Black Box" 

Amazing device automatically 
starts your recorder whenever the 
telephone is picked up and stops 
recorder when phone is hung up! 
Attaches anywhere along the line. 
Plugs into any recorder. Creates 
no interference or noise on the 
line. 1 m x2"x2". Warning: Not to 
be used for surveillance! 

#310101 Alligator Clip $34.95 
#310102 Modular Plug $34.95 


Tear Gas Guns 

Eight shot .22 caliber revolver or 

6- shot automatic fires tear gas car¬ 
tridges or blanks as fast as you can 
pull the trigger. Heavy-duty metal 
construction with quick, easy 
ejection. Checkered grips. Comes 
with holster, tear gas and blanks. 
8-Shot Revolver 

#260110 Blue $21.95 

#260120 Chrome $26.95 

7- Shot Automatic 

#260510 Blue $24.95 

#260520 Chrome $29.95 

Extra Tear Gas (10) $3.00 

Blanks (50) $4.00 


Super Snooper 

Extremely sensitive, pointable, 
electronic listening device ampli¬ 
fies and feeds all available sounds 
through stereo headphones (in¬ 
cluded). Automatic shut-off cir¬ 
cuit measures incoming signal and 
protects you from harmfiil high 
volume noise. You can hear a 
whisper at 100 yds.; a car door 
shutting at 5 blocks; your dog hot 
on a trail 2 miles away. Uses stan¬ 
dard 9-volt battery. Warning: Not 
to be used for eavesdropping. 
#310300 $89.95 

Bionic Booster increases the re¬ 
ceiving surface area 37 times, 
making it more directional and 
powerful. Snaps on and off easily. 
#310301 $39.95 


Tap Detector 

Protection for j 

your phone, / 

computer / 
modem, 

FAX or 
telex. 


• Survival 
kit inside 
handle fea¬ 
tures wire 
saw, matches, 
needles, nylon 
line, fishhooks, 
and sinkers. 
#17718 

$24.95 


/ Tap Detector - 
an indispensable 
tool which lets you 
know when anyone 
is tapping either your 
home or office phone. 
If the green Light goes out you 
know someone is listening in! You 
can then continue your conversa¬ 
tion, alter its course or simply end 
it. Use “Tap Detector” and have 
peace of mind. Easy instructions. 
#311400 (Retail $50.) $29.95 


Badges & Case 

Flaunt your authority! Profes¬ 
sional badges in six styles - Spe¬ 
cial Investigator, Security Guard, 
Special Officer, Deputy Sheriff, 
Special Police, Private Detective. 
1-1/2" wide, 2-1/4" high. Nickel 
plated brass. Specify model when 
ordering. Comes complete with 
badge holder and ID Card. 

#B5 $6.95 


New 

Crosman 

C0 2 Pellet jO 

Revolver 

Brand new Iook-a-like, feel-a-like 
and shoot-a-like model of the fa¬ 
mous .357 Python. Handles and 
shoots like the real thing. Fires 
. 177 caliber pellets at velocities up 
to 390 fps with a 6" rifled-steel 
barrel for incredible accuracy. 
Comes with 6-shot and NEW 10- 
shot clip and maintenance kit. 60 
shots per C0 2 cartridge. 

#464403 $69.95 

.177 Cal Pellets, 250/pkg. $3.95 
CO z Cartridges, 5 to pack $4.95 


Black Book of Dirty Tricks 

"Improvised Munitions Hand¬ 
book" is the most sought after 
here-to-fore impossible to ob¬ 
tain Army Manual. Includes 
revealing chapters on: Mines & 
Grenades, Small Arms Weap¬ 
ons & Ammo, Mortars & Rock¬ 
ets, Incendiary Devices, Fuses, 
Ignition & Delay Mechanisms. 
Tells how to make Rocket 
Launchers, Pistols, Shotguns 
and Recoilless Rifles from easy 
to obtain materials and more! 
#BB $10.00 


Phaser Super Tear Gas 

The safest personal defense prod¬ 
uct available. Ultra-high emission 
fire extinguisher valve shoots tear 
gas at distances up to 20 feet. 
Renders assailant instantly help¬ 
less, causing extreme burning to 
eyes, nose and throat. Will not 
cause permanent injury. 

#261201 $14.95 


Wrist Lock Slingshot 

Goliath would have run if David 
had this pistol grip competition 
slingshot. The most versatile and 
powerful one made. Ideal for pre¬ 
cise long distance shooting. 
#M101 $9.95 


Double-Lock Handcuffs 

Official Detective type carried by 
police officers. Nickel plated 
hardened steel. 

#270200 $14.95 


Special Forces Survival Knife 


Grenades 

Look and feel like 
the real thing but 
are completely 
harmless. Full 
weight with de¬ 
tachable lever 
and pin. WW II 
Pineapple 
#1721 GO $9.95 


The GUN made for FUN! 

The GAT Air Pistol it | A -J”! 

This is unique as air pistols go, 

shoots not only pellets and darts, )■ 1 

but also a cork which comes out M k v£v 

with a crack. Comes with 10 darts, 75 .177 ca l. '9 \ 

pellets along with a steel barrel rod. It is well finished 9 1 

in matte black. High velocity . Hard hitting! 9 \ ' 9k 

#G 100 $29.95 l M K J* 

#177 GAT Air Pistol Refill Kit - Contains 100 .177 cal. pellets, 10 
darts and 9 corks. $6.95 


11" overall, 440C surgical steel blade. Watertight black ABS hollow 
handle, screw-on butt cap with liquid filled compass. Morse code and 
ground-to-air rescue signals embossed on ABS sheath. Comes with 
survival kit in handle. Retail $ 34.95 

#SF1 $19.95 


Your Supply Depot, Ltd. . 

1831 W. Algonquin Rd. #215, J 
For Fast Delivery Mt - Prospect, IL 60056 J 

Cal! (312) 253-7080 Illinois Residents add 1% Tax! | 


Rambo III Miniature Bowie 

Exact replica of the giant 16" Rambo® HI Bowie ... only this one is just 
6-1/2" long! Blade length is 4". Tang stamped RAMBO® III. Cowhide 
sheath included. Genuine hardwood handle. Heavy-duty Stainless Steel 
handguard and butt cap. Custom designed by Gil Hibben. 

#K246 Miniature Rambo® 111 $29.95 

#K106 RAMBO III, Full Size rRetail-$430.) $99.95 

Knife Design Patent pending by Gil Hibben of Hibben Enterprises. ® l988 Carolco. 
All Rights Reserved. Used under Authorization 


New 65,000 Volt 
Mini-Zapper 

Smallest, lightest stun gun avail¬ 
able. Weighs only a few ounces 
but packs a 60,000 volt bite that 
will stop any attacker. A one sec¬ 
ond jolt will cause muscle spasms 
and a dazed condition but will not 
cause permanent damage. Under 
no condition can you suffer a 
charge-back to your body. 1 year 
warranty. Uses 9 volt battery. 
#310802 $49.95 

Ni-Cad Battery & Charger 
#310801 $19.95 


Name 


Ordering Information 

By Mail: Use coupon or separate sheet. Mail order with check, 
money order or credit card information to Your Supply Depot, Ltd., 
1831 W. Algonquin Rd. #215, Mt. Prospect, IL 60056 
By Phone: Call 1-312-253-7080. Have all product and credit card 
information ready. Hours 9 A.M. to 5 P.M. CST Monday-Friday. 
COD orders accepted. COD charge $5 extra. 


Address 


State_Zip_ De P t - ^ F ' 21 I 

Supply Depot does not warrant that you may legally purchase, possess or I 
carry air guns, stun guns, etc. By ordering you acknowledge that you are I 

an adult and there are no legal restrictions to purchasing. | 


Qty 

Number 

Description/Sizc/Color 

Price 





_ 








Charge my: Subtotal 

Visa □ MasterCard □ Amex □ shipping/Hand. 

Phone Tax-/L Res Only 

Expiration Date TntQi 

$5.t)C 


























SOF COVERT OPS 


BOMBS 

OVER 

BENGHAZI 

Ollie North’s Secret War Explodes in Libya 

by Neil C. Livingstone & David Halevy 


Last month Neil Livingstone and David 
Halevy discussed the origins of Lieutenant 
Colonel Oliver North*s secret war against 
terrorism , including its first major victory , 
the capture by the hijackers of the Italian 
cruise ship Achille Lauro (See “,Striking 
Back , Oliver North’s Secret War on Ter¬ 
ror, ” SOF, December '89). This month , in 
the second and concluding article, they 
give a behind the scenes look at how North 
organized the American air strike on Libya, 
which took the struggle against terrorism 
into the homeland of one of its leading 
sponsors. 


LEFT: Lt. Col. Oliver North played key 
role in planning retaliatory attack on Libya. 
North was guiding force behind U.S. secret 
war on terrorism before he was fired for his 
role in Iran-Contra affair. Photo: A. 
Tannenbaum, Sygma 

TOP INSET: Payback time! Bombed facade 
of Khadaffi’s headquarters at the Azzizia 
Barracks, Tripoli, Libya, after unexpected 
visit by U.S. Air Force F-llls at 0200 
hours, 15 April 1986. Compound contained 
intelligence and communications 
installations as well as KhadaffTs personal 
quarters. Unfortunately he survived. Photo: 
Bisson, Sygma 

BOTTOM INSET: Damage to Libyan 
aircraft at Benghazi following American 
raid on morning of 15 April 1986. Raid 
sparked an abortive mutiny against 
Khadaffi in the Libyan armed forces. 

Photo: J. Pavlovsky, Sygma 


T HE interception and capture of the 
Achille Lauro hijackers looked to be a 
brilliant victory in the secret war against 
terrorism directed by Oliver North in 1985- 
86. The interception of the EgyptAir jet 
carrying the terrorists to safety was accom¬ 
plished by F-14 Tomcats flying from the 
USS Saratoga , with the help of timely intel 
supplied by the Israelis, who had aided in 
identifying the escape plane and then, 
through the use of an electronic warfare 
aircraft, deceived its pilot into thinking he 
had been denied permission to land in the 
friendly Arab capital of Tunis. When the jet 
touched down at the Sigonella Air Base on 
Sicily, it appeared that not only had the 
United States bagged the four hijackers but 
had also gotten in the bargain Mohammed 
Abbas, the terrorist mastermind of the hi¬ 
jacking and one of the highest ranking ter¬ 
rorists ever to fall into Western hands. But if 
Israeli military intelligence had helped to 
make the operation a success, Italian poli¬ 
tical maneuvering was to rob the United 
States, and North, of the fruits of victory. 

Even as the plane was rolling down the 
runway at Sigonella, the Italians were in the 
process of cutting a new deal with the Egyp¬ 
tians. According to North, “The Italians 
promised the Egyptians that Abu Abbas 
[Mohammed Abbas] would be saved, as he 
was the only link between the terrorist 
attack and the PLO chairman [Yasir Ara¬ 
fat].’’ The Italians would keep the four sea- 
jackcrs, but they promised they would per¬ 
mit Abbas to escape. * ‘Once the second deal 
was in the making,” North recalled after¬ 
wards, “the Italians ordered their Carabi¬ 
nieri to Sigonella Air Base to prevent us 
from taking Abu Abbas to the U.S.” 

The EgyptAir jetliner had just landed 


SHADOW WAR 
EXPERTS 

Neil C. Livingstone and David 
Halevy are two of the world’s leading 
authorities on international terrorism 
and the deadly shadow wars in the Mid¬ 
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when the transports carrying a combined 
force of commandos from Delta and SEAL 
Team 6, commanded by Brigadier General 
Carl Stiner, touched down on the runway. 
As the Egyptian plane came to a stop and 
stairs were rolled toward the door by ground 
personnel, the black-clad U.S. commandos 
surrounded the jetliner. General Stiner 
handed his UZI submachine gun and pistol 
to one of his men and climbed the steps to 
the Egyptian plane. The plane’s door 
opened, and the American general faced 
two Egyptian commandos, who pointed 
their Soviet-made Kalashnikovs at him. 

After some discussion — during which an 
open line was maintained to Oliver North 
and the White House Situation Room — the 
Egyptian commandos laid down their 
weapons and Mohammed Abbas and the 
four seajackers were escorted off the aircraft 
toward a waiting American plane, with its 
engines running. Suddenly Italian Carabi¬ 
nieri rushed to the parked U.S. plane and. 


pean allies could not be counted on in the war 
against terrorism, and that ultimately the Un¬ 
ited States would be forced to take even more 
drastic steps to protect its citizens and prop¬ 
erty. * ‘It was a piece of art,’ ’ North reflected 
sadly, describing the operation. “It was a 
masterpiece of intelligence work, and there 
was smooth cooperation with some allies 
while others chose not to cooperate, fearing 
terrorist retaliation. The interception was a 
model of U.S. government agencies work¬ 
ing together.” He faulted the Italians for 
their lack of courage, and while the rest of 
the nation was savoring the triumph, he re¬ 
turned to the drawing board to plan the next 
U.S. blow against terrorism. 

The Shores of Tripoli 
Despite North’s new powers and ex¬ 
panded portfolio and the setback dealt to 
international terrorism by the daring seizure 
of the Achille Lauro pirates, terrorism was 
soon on the rise once again. Terrorist organi¬ 
zations like Abu Nidal’s Black June, Yasir 


“North believed that the only 
real answer was to strike at the 
‘heart of the beast’...” 


with weapons leveled, formed a circle 
around the American commandos and their 
captives. Stiner was on the radio, describing 
the tense drama to North as it unfolded. It 
was at this moment, North later recalled, that 
he ‘ ‘knew is was all over. We were not going 
to clash with one of our allies over a terror¬ 
ist.” 

The U.S. commandos ultimately relented 
and permitted the Italians to spirit Abbas 
and his companions away. The Italian gov¬ 
ernment then allowed Abbas to slip quietly 
out of Italy on a Yugoslav plane, politely 
ignoring a U.S. request for his detention and 
extradition. His four companions, however, 
were detained by the Italian government and 
ultimately made to stand trial. Magid al- 
Molqi, the Palestinian who confessed to the 
actual murder of Leon Klinghoffer, was 
given a 30-year sentence, and two of his 
confederates were given prison terms of 24 
and 15 years. A fourth seajacker was sche¬ 
duled to be tried separately as a minor. 
Abbas and two deputies, Ozzudin Badrat- 
kan and Ziad el-Omar, were tried in absen¬ 
tia and sentenced to life imprisonment, 
although the gesture by the court had a hol¬ 
low ring considering that the Italian govern¬ 
ment knowingly aided and abetted Abbas’ 
escape. 

From the Reagan administration’s point of 
view, the mid-air interception of the Achille 
Lauro pirates was an indisputable triumph. 
Throughout the nation there was a surge of 
pride, and the president’s approval rating 
soared to 68 percent in the polls. For North, 
however, it was, at best, a mixed success. 
He believed that the Craxi government’s 
cowardly capitulation to the terrorists de¬ 
monstrated once again that America’s Euro¬ 


Arafat’s Force 17, and Hezbollah were in¬ 
volved in a variety of new attacks and opera¬ 
tions against Western targets, and nations 
such as Libya, Syria, and Iran showed few 
signs of reducing their support of terrorist 
proxies. 

North believed that the only real answer 
was to strike at the “heart of the beast” — 
the terrorist-sponsoring states themselves — 
and make it clear that they would have to pay 
a significant price for supporting terrorism. 
Thus, he began to draft detailed contingency 
plans for striking directly at Libya, the most 
vulnerable of terrorism’s state sponsors. Un¬ 
like Syria, Libya was militarily weak and 
possessed only a limited air defense system; 
and unlike Iran, which presented real logis¬ 
tics problems, Libya was readily vulnerable 
to U.S. military power in the form of the 
Sixth Fleet and deployed at various NATO 
bases scattered across Europe. To make 
Libya an even more inviting target, its lead¬ 
er, Colonel Muammar el Khadaffi, was a 
certifiable looney tune with little internation¬ 
al support, even in the Islamic bloc. 

North’s efforts ultimately contributed to 
the 15 April 1986 raid on the Libyan capital 
of Tripoli, the first direct blow by a Western 
nation victimized by terrorism, other than 
Israel, against one of terrorism’s principal 
state sponsors. On 27 March 1986, more 
than two weeks before U.S. Navy and Air 
Force warplanes roared through the dark 
skies over Tripoli for 11 minutes and 30 
seconds, Libyan couriers or classified mes¬ 
sages were intercepted and decoded by 
Western intelligence. The messages origi¬ 
nated at the Libyan intelligence headquarters 
in Tripoli and ordered Libyan intelligence 
attaches posted in the various “People's 



Bureaus” (Libyan embassies) around the 
globe, in a clear and unambiguous manner, 
to initiate terrorist attacks on U.S. and other 
Western targets. 

“Khadaffi’s orders were such,” North 
said, “that we had to move very quickly in 
order to prevent a major disaster.” One of 
the intercepted Libyan message stated, 
among other instructions, “Cause max¬ 
imum casualties to U.S. citizens and other 
Western people.” The message originated 
in Tripoli under Khadaffi’s personal author¬ 
ity and outlined operational plans for more 
than 10 terrorist attacks. 

The planned attacks were designed to be 
carried out by devoted Palestinian terrorist 
operators on Libya’s payroll and, since not 
enough proxies could be found, by members 
of the Libyan intelligence community itself. 
“Khadaffi ordered his henchmen to practi¬ 
cally go on a manhunt against U.S. citizens 
and people of other Western nationalities,” 
North explained later. “Let’s keep in mind 
that in the disco explosion 146 Germans 
were wounded, and the list of casualties in¬ 
cluded nine nationalities other than the U.S. 
servicemen and West German citizens.” It 
was later learned that there was also substan¬ 
tial Syrian involvement in the plot, although 
what form this took is still a matter of dis¬ 
pute. 

There was growing concern at the Nation¬ 
al Security Council (NSC) that the Libyan 
terrorist attacks were imminent, and the 
problem for the team headed by North was to 
identify the specific targets before they were 
hit. Thus, extensive resources were directed 
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at the Libyan People’s Bureaus addressed in 
the intercepted communications. The mes- 
sages had been sent to the People’s Bureaus 
in Europe (East Berlin, Paris, Madrid and 
Lisbon), the Middle East, Africa and the 
Caribbean. Subsequently, Libyan diplomats 
in East Berlin informed their headquarters in 
Tripoli that they had selected a target and 
were moving to carry out their mission. By 
Friday, 6 April, the NSC team was able to 
piece together enough of the puzzle to ascer¬ 
tain that the target chosen by the Libyan 
operatives was a West Berlin bar, disco, or 
nightclub frequented by U.S. military per¬ 
sonnel. Based on this conclusion, MPs were 
dispatched throughout West Berlin to pull 
American personnel out of all nightspots. 
Only five minutes before MPs would have 
arrived at the La Belle disco, a powerful 
bomb ripped through the establishment. 

Throughout the night, North stayed in his 
office, in constant touch with U.S. officials 
on the scene. The following day, he was 
ready with an extensive list of counterterror¬ 
ism measures for consideration. In addition 
to reviewing the previous night’s attack in 
West Berlin, the NSC was provided with 
conclusive data that Libyan agents were at 
that moment laying the groundwork for addi¬ 
tional terrorist attacks in Paris and Madrid. 
According to North, it was decided to pro¬ 
vide the data to the State Department's top 
anti-terrorism official, Ambassador Robert 
Oakley, who was on his way to Europe as a 
presidential emissary. He, in turn, was in¬ 
structed to transmit the data secretly to the 
French and Spanish governments so that 


USAF F-lll equipped with laser-guided 
bombs similar to the ones that conducted 
the air strikes on Libya. Planes had to fly 
non-stop from Britain via a circuitous 
over-water route that required multiple 
in-flight refuelings because French and 
Spanish governments refused to grant 
overflight permission. Photo: Sygma 

they could take appropriate steps. The fol¬ 
lowing Sunday, the president was advised 
during his regular NSC morning briefing 
about the steps that were being taken. He 
approved them, and told those assembled to 
“try to make the world smaller for terror¬ 
ists,” a message Oakley was told to convey 
to the Europeans on his trip. 

Ironically, at this exact moment, Khadaffi 

— perhaps fearing that he had gone too far 

— initiated a desperate attempt to open se¬ 
cret contacts with the Reagan administra¬ 
tion, using a series of semi-official channels 
and private individuals, including Italian 
businessmen and oil industry sources. The 
administration, however, had long before 
lost all interest in Khadaffi’s unorthodox 
overtures to Washington. 

“All the messengers and well-wishers 
were told to lay off,” North said. “They 
were told to tell Khadaffi that he could 
approach us through Belgian diplomatic 
channels,” the only approved point of con¬ 
tact. 

The administration rejected Khadafffs 
overtures not only because it had conclusive 
knowledge of pending Libyan-sponsored 
terrorist attacks, but also because U.S. in¬ 


telligence had uncovered a secret Libyan 
plot to “buy” American hostages in Leba¬ 
non from the Shi’ite terrorist group Hezbol¬ 
lah. “We have solid intelligence that Kha¬ 
daffi was trying to buy the six American 
hostages held in Lebanon, from Hezbollah 
terrorists that were holding them captive,” 
North contended. He said that Khadaffi had 
offered Hezbollah $100 million for the six 
Americans and another $50 million for the 
French hostages they were holding. Most of 
the hostages were imprisoned in a four-story 
building located near one of the runways of 
the Beirut International Airport, in cells two 
floors below the ground. The building also 
housed various Hezbollah families on the 
upper levels. In order to block Khadaffi’s 
offer of cash in exchange for the hostages, 
in April 1986 North said, “The U.S. has 
moved to free the hostages.” He refused to 
elaborate on the details of the U.S. counter¬ 
move at that time, but it is evident today that 
secret contacts with Iran were well under¬ 
way and that North hoped they would deliv¬ 
er the American hostages from Libya’s 
grasp. 

On Wednesday, 9 April, during an NSC 
meeting in the Oval Office, the president 
was provided with additional information 
on the planned Libyan terrorist campaign. 
After listening to all of the reports, the presi¬ 
dent concluded: “The evidence is irrefut¬ 
able. It is conclusive. We have to move to 
stop them from carrying out those terrorist 
operations.” 

In early April, the NSC planning team 
was still exploring the use of Navy SEALs 
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against selected targets in Tripoli and Ben¬ 
ghazi. But the Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS) 
rejected the idea from the very outset, rais¬ 
ing the specter of unnecessary casualties 
and possible prisoners. Despite North’s 
own reservations, his team, in response, 
came up with the idea of using USAF B-52 
bombers, or even cruise missiles, against 
targets in Libya. This also was rejected by 
the JCS who opted instead for a three-carrier 
task force and the use of Navy air power 
against KhadaffL Although the decision had 
not yet been finalized as to whether Air 
Force F-111 s would also be used in the raid, 
the decision to ferry the necessary aircraft to 
Britain had already been made. 

North, for his part, wanted to employ 
surgical means to hit Khadaffi. The JCS, on 
the other hand, wanted simply to repeat the 
successful strategies employed in the March 
skirmishes for the Gulf of Sidra, in which 
U.S. warplanes attacked Libyan patrol 
boats and land-based radars, and in the 1981 
sorties in which U.S. F-14s shot down two 
Libyan fighter-bombers over the disputed 
waters. Try as he might. North also failed to 
win agreement on using a SEAL team to 
infiltrate Libya and deploy homing devices 
capable of guiding the so-called “smart” 
bombs that would be dropped during the 
raid to their targets. Had one of the laser 
projectors been secretly positioned on the 
grounds of the Azzizia Barracks, where 
Khadaffi lived, he might not have survived 
the attack, and the number of civilian 
casualties might have been reduced. The 
debate over which weapons and military 
units to use caused a split between the JCS 
and the uniformed services on one side, and 
North and the NSC staff, buttressed by CIA 
Director Bill Casey and the intelligence 
community, on the other. After a heated 
exchange of views betweeen the NSC staff 
and the Pentagon, the president sided with 
his military advisers, and the issue was put 
to rest. 

While all this was going on, the intelli¬ 
gence community, under the personal direc¬ 
tion of Bill Casey, was busy collecting the 
necessary data on the targets that had been 
selected. Satellite pictures were assembled, 
and intensified air reconnaissance was au¬ 
thorized over Libya. Armed with specific 
questions, U.S. intelligence agents con¬ 
ducted extensive debriefing sessions with 
Libyan exiles in the West and polled its 
network of anti-Khadaffi Libyan dissidents. 

But the most critical intelligence — in¬ 
telligence of a real-time nature — came 
from another source, and it was this intelli¬ 
gence that in the final analysis actually per¬ 
mitted the raid to take place. Once again it 
was Oliver North who was responsible for 
handling this source of information and 
channeling the critical data to the Pentagon 
Situation Room, which transmitted it on to 
the Sixth Fleet and the F-l 11 pilots, already 
en route to their targets. 

Several days before the raid, the Israelis 
became aware of the Sixth Fleet’s high state 
of readiness. As North’s close working rela¬ 
tionship with Israeli intelligence had con¬ 


tinued to grow, and was being reinforced by 
the secret Iran initiative, he was not sur¬ 
prised when a top Israeli official offered to 
be of assistance in providing up-to-date in¬ 
telligence about Libya. At the same time, 
the commander of the Israeli signals moni¬ 
toring service, the Israeli equivalent of the 
National Security Agency, suggested to 
NSA that it establish open secure lines be¬ 
tween Fort Meade, NSA’s headquarters, 
and the unit’s headquarters in Israel. 
Although deeply concerned about possible 
security breaches, the United States 
accepted the Israeli offer. 

On 9 April, the Israelis offered to position 
their RC-135 spy plane clone over the 
Mediterranean, opposite the Libyan coast, 
for close monitoring operations. Noith rec¬ 
ommended that Washington accept the offer 
and reluctantly NSA agreed, for it was tak¬ 
ing the spy agency between four and 10 
hours to translate and evaluate the vast 
amount of communications data — radio 
signals, telephone conversations, military 
messages — that it was gathering from 
Libya. And this did not include the further 
delays involved in forwarding important 
data through intelligence channels to the 
Pentagon and the White House, and then on 
to the Sixth Fleet and other consumers. 

Responding to the semi-official request 
from the United States, the Israelis kept a 
spy plane continuously off the Libyan coast 
from 10 April onward. Two planes were 
used, operating on 12-hour shifts. The Ara¬ 
bic-speaking Israeli technicians were able to 
listen to the Libyans and evaluate the in¬ 
formation on the spot. It was then transmit¬ 
ted in real-time to Tel Aviv and from there 
on to NSA and the White House. As it was 
received at Fort Meade, it was checked 
against intelligence the United States had 
collected from its own sources and general¬ 
ly verified within a few hours. 

Realizing that even short delays, calcu¬ 
lated in minutes, could be critical following 
the actual onset of hostilities, the White 
House and Pentagon authorized North to 
approach his Israeli contacts — presumably 
the intelligence channel established during 
the TWA 847 crisis — on 13 April, two 
days before the raid and suggest that they 
transmit time-critical intelligence directly to 
the White House. The Israelis quickly 
agreed with the proposal and opened a se¬ 
cure line to the White House Situation 
Room, where the information from the spy 
planes was coming in. 

This proved to be a crucial bit of fore¬ 
sight. During the late evening hours of 14 
April and early morning hours of 15 April, 
as the F-l 1 Is were bearing down on Tripoli 
and the Sixth Fleet was positioning its A-6s 
and F/A-18s on their carrier catapults, the 
Pentagon asked the Israelis if the flow of 
data could be rushed even more. The White 
House Situation Room needed to know the 
state of alertness of the Libyan air defense 
systems, the whereabouts of Muammar 
Khadaffi, and the readiness of the Syrian 
MiG pilots stationed at Libyan air fields. 
The transmission of raw intelligence data 


was by this time pointless, since there was 
no time to interpret it; the White House 
needed precise real-time data. Once again, 
the Israelis readily agreed to the request and 
opened a direct secure line from the spy 
plane overflying the Mediterranean to the 
office of their military intelligence 
(AMAN) chief. Major General Ehud Barak. 

As data from the spy plane reached his 
desk, Maj. Gen. Barak immediately passed 
it on to the White House or to the Israeli 
intelligence attache, Colonel Moshe Zur, at 
Israel’s embassy in Washington. Colonel 
Zur kept an open line to the Pentagon’s war 
room. He would read the information to the 
DIA senior duty officer, who would then 
send it out to the Sixth Fleet and the F-l 11 
squadron. 

“The system really worked,” a senior 
American intelligence officer later 
observed. Although the on-board compu¬ 
ters on the F-l 11s were already pro¬ 
grammed with respect to their targets in 
Tripoli, the data collected by the Israelis 
turned out to be extremely important to the 
success of the raid. However, it created 
some internal problems within the Israeli 
government. Israel’s Institute for Intelli- 
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gence and Special Tasks (Mossad) is sup¬ 
posed to have sole responsibility for that 
country’s ties to foreign intelligence ser¬ 
vices. Apparently no one in the Mossad, 
including its director, Nachum Admoni, 
was aware of the private arrangement that 
Maj. Gen. Barak had made with North and 
the Americans. 

After an NSC staff meeting on 9 April, 
two NSC staff teams met and prepared a 
target list. Five targets were selected and 
quickly approved. First on the list was the 
Azzizia barracks compound, which housed 
command and communications centers for 
the Libyan military and intelligence com¬ 
munities. It also contained Muammar Kha- 
daffi’s personal quarters and was where his 
family lived. The famous Bedouin tent 
where Khadaffi often slept, the only heat 
being provided by glowing coals in the 
sand, was also located within the com¬ 
pound. The compound was protected by 
Khadaffi’s Praetorian Guard. 

The second target on the list was Libyan 
military aircraft parked at the Tripoli Inter¬ 
national Airport. Libya’s Soviet-built IL- 
76s were used to transport troops to Chad 
and keep them supplied. The United States 


and France had been opposing Libyan de¬ 
signs on Chad for more than a decade. Third 
on the target list was the Benghazi army 
barracks, which provided Khadaffi with an 
alternative command post and Praetorian 
Guard in the Benghazi area. The fourth 
target was the Sidi Bilal naval port facility, 
the location of a naval commando center 
used to train Libyan and Palestinian terror¬ 
ists. The Benina airfield, the base for 
Libya’s MiG-23 interceptors that had to be 
neutralized for security reasons, was the 
final target. 

With added assistance from the up-to- 
date intelligence being provided by the 
Israelis, several members of the NSC staff 
felt that there was a strong probability that 
“we will get Khadaffi himself.” While 
there was concern that Khadaffi’s death not 
appear as an assassination, but rather fate — 
being in the wrong place at the wrong time 
— the replacement of the Khadaffi regime 
was clearly the Reagan administration’s 
chief unspoken goal in conducting the raid. 
Whether Khadaffi was killed in the actual 
raid or whether he was toppled by a coup 
triggered by the attack made no difference. 
What was important was that the Libyan 


government be dissuaded from using terror¬ 
ism as an instrument of national policy, and 
if the best way to achieve that result was the 
removal of the existing regime in Tripoli, 
then so be it. 

After being consulted, the Thatcher gov¬ 
ernment approved the use of the U.S. 
Strategic Air Command base in Great Bri¬ 
tain for the launching of the medium-range 
F-l 11 bombers, which had to be refueled 
en route to Libya. Prime Minister Thatcher 
and her top aides were apparently unenthu- 
siastic about the raid, but went along with 
the U.S. request, both to repay Washington 
for its support during the Falklands War 
and because of the surprising opposition 
voiced by the British government to the 
Grenada invasion, which later turned out to 
have been based on poor intelligence and 
misinformation. 

On Thursday, 10 April, North and vari- 


Damage to the Libyan Nava! Academy at 
Sidi Bilal, which trained more than cadets, 
following U.S. air strikes on Libya. Not all 
U.S. bombs missed their targets. Photo: 
APAVide World 



JANUARY 90 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 25 

















Navy A-6s line up on the deck of the USS 
America just before launch for the attack 
on Libya. Photo: AP/Wide World 


ous Navy and Air Force planners completed 
the final political and military review in 
advance of the raid. They recommended 
that the attack be carried out at 0200 Tripoli 
time. This decision, North later confirmed, 
was predicated on new intelligence in¬ 
formation obtained from the Israelis on the 
readiness of Libyan air defenses. It had been 
learned that the last Libyan duty officer left 
his post at midnight, whereupon the entire 
Libyan air defense system was shut down. 
The only threat that remained came from 
Syrian MiG-21 pilots who manned the Lib¬ 
yan first interceptor squadron on a 24-hour- 
a-day basis. The Syrian interceptors, 
however, were not operationally indepen¬ 
dent and therefore could not respond even to 
an enemy attack without prior clearance. 
Each of their sorties had to be cleared in 
advance with the Libyan supreme command 
or with Khadaffi personally. Based on that 
information, said North, “We were rather 
sure that at 2 a.m. it would take the Syrians 
hours before they could obtain clearance for 
an interception sortie.” 

Although the actual date of the attack had 
not yet been set and was awaiting final pres¬ 
idential action, by 10 April, “everything 
was in place and all systems were ready to 
go,” observed a JCS source. When the 
National Security Council met the follow¬ 
ing day to select a date for the raid, it was 
decided to postpone the operation, based on 
recommendations from CIA Director Bill 
Casey and North. The decision to delay 
action was taken mainly because of Casey’s 
insistence that more time be given to pull his 
agents— “who risked their lives for us” — 
out of Libya or permit them time to reach 
more secure locations in-country. Despite 
the subsequent delay, not all of the CIA’s 
agents were able to get out of Libya before 


the raid, although there is no evidence that 
any of them were later killed or captured. 

For his part. North wanted to postpone 
the operation for a few additional days in 
order to obtain more exact intelligence from 
NSA and the Israeli spy plane concerning 
the targets that had been selected. In addi¬ 
tion, North was concerned that “too many 
operational details were being kicked 
around and too many administration offi¬ 
cials and press people were involved in 
irresponsible speculation” about the possi¬ 
bility of U.S. military action against Libya. 

“Those who leaked and talked publicly 
about sensitive intelligence and speculated 
about the military operation,” North 
argued, “jeopardized the lives of U.S. ser¬ 
vicemen and U.S. citizens overseas.” 

When the president returned from Camp 
David on Sunday afternoon, 13 April, the 
NSC was convened. The president was 
briefed by the national security adviser re¬ 
garding preparations for the raid, following 
which he presented Reagan with the various 
options and a draft of the final operational 
plans. No objections came from any of the 
NSC members assembled. Then Admiral 
Crowe, chairman of the JCS, provided a 
short briefing on the final military plan of 
action, and the president inquired if his ex¬ 
plicit request for a mechanism to recall the 
planes short of their targets had been im¬ 
plemented. Assured that the command post 
maintained the ability to abort the operation 
up to 10 minutes before the attack was sche¬ 
duled to occur, or 1850 Washington time, 
the president appeared to be satisfied with 
the preparations. As the final details were 
being discussed, Reagan instructed aides to 
prepare a meeting, scheduled for the follow¬ 
ing afternoon, with congressional leaders. 
Around 1600, the president gave final 
approval to the operation, but not before 
making some angry comments concerning 
leaks that had occurred. He regarded them 
as endangering the safety of the entire mis¬ 
sion. The executive order drafted for the 


operation called for an air strike against 
“terrorist targets inside Libya” on Monday 
night, 14 April 1986, in accordance with an 
operational plan recommended by the NSC 
and the Pentagon. 

Immediately after the meeting, Adm. 
Crowe, using a secure line, informed the 
commander-in-chief of the Sixth Fleet, 
Adm. Kelso, of the decision. The carrier 
task force thereupon initiated a series of 
maneuvers designed to lose the Soviet tail 
that is their constant shadow. 

Monday, 14 April, seemed to most a nor¬ 
mal day at the White House. Only a few 
people sensed the tense and unusual atmos¬ 
phere produced by the unfolding events. 
The president met with congressional lead¬ 
ers at 1615, and they were fully briefed as to 
the impending raid. The F-Ills were 
already in the air and the president told the 
assembled members of Congress that if any¬ 
one demurred, he would recall the planes at 
once. No one voiced any objections, so the 
air strike went forward. Before they left, 
members of Congress were warned by the 
president to be extremely careful with their 
statements to the press. “Whatever you say 
to the press outside, ’ ’ one participant recalls 
the president saying, “will affect the lives 
of the U.S. pilots.” Despite the president’s 
admonition, however. House Majority 
Leader Jim Wright and Senate Minority 
Leader Robert Byrd told reporters that sur¬ 
rounded them after the meeting that the 
president was expected to address the nation 
that evening at 2100. To anyone reading 
between the lines, it was clear that some¬ 
thing big was afoot, and since Libya was the 
issue dominating the headlines, an unex¬ 
pected presidential address to the nation 
could only mean one thing. Despite the fact 
that the remarks by the two congressional 
leaders set off a flurry of speculation in the 
media, the Libyans apparently did not get 
wind of it prior to the attack, or were unable 
to understand its implications. 

As the meeting broke up, the White 
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House Situation Room was already fully 
staffed and members took their seats around 
the table. At 1853 Washington time, the 
first F-lll crossed the Libyan coastline. 
The F-11 Is were flying into the Libyan de¬ 
sert in order to wheel around and attack their 
targets from the south. At precisely 1900 
hours, the Sixth Fleet launched its fighter- 
bombers. Five minutes later, CNN broad¬ 
cast the first news of the attack from Tripoli, 
and White House spokesman Larry Speakes 
was directed to meet with the White House 
press corps in the press room, where mem¬ 
bers of the media were clamoring for in¬ 
formation and comments. At 1911 hours, 
30 seconds, the attack on Libyan targets 
were broken off, and all of the planes were 
reported to be leaving the area. One F-lll 
was subsequently found to have been lost. 

In retrospect, the joint Navy-Air Force 
military operation aimed at removing Kha- 
daffi from the scene and destroying key 
targets in Tripoli and Benghazi turned into a 
far more complicated mission than original¬ 
ly conceived. What initially was viewed by 
planners as a preemptive counterterrorist 
strike was changed by the Joint Chiefs and 
the Pentagon into an elaborate air raid in¬ 


volving the massive use of U.S. military 
power against highly sophisticated targets 
in the dead of night. While some of the 
Navy pilots had combat experience, none of 
the Air Force crews had ever engaged in 
combat before. 

From a strictly military point of view, the 
main difficulties stemmed from the decision 
to carry out the attack at night, which added 
an additional complication to an already 
complex mission. The planners had settled 
on a night attack because they were fearful 
of early detection of the F-l 1 Is by Soviet 
satellites and submarine patrols. This forced 
the F-l 11 and A-6 and A-7 pilots to carry 
out their bombing runs without “eye con¬ 
tact with the targets,” and it increased the 
likelihood of misses and target misidenti- 
fication. The decision to attack at night was 
also predicated on the desire to avoid com¬ 
bat with the Libyan air force during the 
actual bombing operation. The Libyan air 
force is notorious for its reluctance to oper¬ 
ate at night, and the U.S. planners were 
confident that a night attack would mini¬ 
mize the chances of a direct encounter with 
Libyan interceptors. 

The night attack also increased the de¬ 


mands on the electronic sweeping planes 
that guided the approaching warplanes to 
their targets, since the attacking planes were 
forced to maintain a fixed approach, relying 
solely on their flight and navigation instru¬ 
ments, and their laser guiding and infrared 
target identification systems. The decision 
to launch a night attack also forced the 
USAF to expose the extraordinary capabili¬ 
ties of the EF-111 Ravens to the watchful 
eyes of the Soviet navy. 

Other problems were a direct result of the 
decision to use both Navy warplanes from 
the Sixth Fleet and Air Force bombers based 
in Great Britain, involving nearly 50 planes 
over the target areas and another 40 tankers. 
The planners were therefore forced to coor¬ 
dinate the arrival of the F-l 1 Is, which had 
taken a circuitous 2,800-nautical-mile route 
because France and Spain had refused to 
grant them overflight rights, with the attack¬ 
ing aircraft catapulted from the heaving 
decks of the U.S. aircraft carriers in the 


Aerial photo showing damage to Benina 
airfield following American raid on Libya, 
15 April 1986. Photo: AP/Wide World 
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Unlike other state sponsors of terrorism, 
Libya was a relatively accessible target for 
U.S, military power — and its leader, 
Colonel Muammar KhadafTi, was a 
certifiable world class looney tune unlikely 
to get much international sympathy. Photo: 
AP/Wide World 

Mediterranean. Instead of a quick in-out 
Navy air attack, the joint Navy-Air Force 
operation demanded split-second coordina¬ 
tion, required the highly complicated mid¬ 
air refueling of the F-lLls at night, and 
subjected the F-ll 1 crews to unacceptable 
levels of stress and fatigue. 

A daylight attack would have deployed 
only the carrier-launched planes from the 
Sixth Fleet and reduced the built-in risk of 
failure. So why were the F-ll Is employed? 
Sources within the Joint Chiefs of Staff admit 
that the decision to go for a joint operation 
involving both Navy and Air Force contin¬ 
gents can be attributed in laige part to rivalries 
within the armed services. The Navy could 
have done the job, but the Air Force wanted to 
share the glory and test some of its newly 
acquired weapons systems. 

In addition, Adm. Crowe had demanded 
more fire power and flexibility over the 
battle zone. Crowe's concerns were based 
on the fear that the situation might possibly 
escalate into a major confrontation that 
could exceed the Sixth Fleet’s military 
capabilities. Crowe and his advisers 
reasoned that a scenario could develop in 
which Navy interceptors would be so busy 
defending the fleet and the returning A-6s 
and A-7s that the Sixth Fleet would have 
insufficient air power to launch a second 
bombing attack aimed at neutralizing the 
Libyan air force. Moreover, he warned that 
the initial wave of attackers might lose 
planes, compelling the fleet to engage in 
major rescue operations to save survivors. 
The addition of a third carrier or the intro¬ 


duction of different armaments on the Navy 
planes would provide the cushion needed, 
Crowe maintained. 

Even given such operational considera¬ 
tions, the deployment of the F-ll Is is still 
difficult to defend. According to North, if 
the air arm of the Sixth Fleet had had better 
armament for the bombing mission, it could 
have done the job and more than likely 
“saved us the embarrassment of hitting 
many civilian targets and causing unneces¬ 
sary casualties.” 

Despite public pronouncements by De¬ 
fense Department and other administration 
officials expressing satisfaction with the 
accuracy and results of the bombing opera¬ 
tion, others were not so favorably im¬ 
pressed. After studying satellite photos, a 
senior intelligence official admitted that the 
“final results were rather poor.” Few 
planes, it turned out, actually hit their pre¬ 
cise targets. The Air Force planes missed 
the Libyan intelligence headquarters, which 
served as the actual command and control 
center for Libyan-backed terrorist opera¬ 
tions. Located between the Swiss and 
French embassies, the intelligence state 
security complex was not hit, but the French 
embassy did sustain damage. 

Another close miss was the Azzizia bar¬ 
racks . It was expected that the F-111 s would 
turn the military installation, where Khadaf- 
fi lives and works, “into dust.” While the 
Air Force was instructed to assign “enough 
planes to the Azzizia barracks” to ensure 
this result, it did not happen. While some 
bombs did hit the barracks, most did not, 
and Khadaffi escaped serious injury. 
Apparently the barracks were targeted by 
six F-ll Is. Three planes dropped their 
bomb loads on what they believed to be the 
Azzizia barracks, causing the damage that 
was reported. Two other planes suffered 
from malfunctions and could not identify 
the target and, consequently, jettisoned 


their bombs over water. The sixth plane 
missed the target altogether. 

As a counterterrorist preemptive strike, 
the mission must be judged, to some extent, 
a failure, since neither Khadaffi nor his reg¬ 
ime were eliminated. Despite exact intelli¬ 
gence and the highly sophisticated weapons 
used in the attack, the F-ll Is sent against 
the Azzizia barracks either failed to drop 
their bombs or for the most part missed the 
target. And while there has been some di- 
minishment of Libyan-sponsored terrorism 
following the raid, it probably is a result 
more of internal disarray than any formal 
decision by Libya’s leadership to abandon 
its support of terrorism as an instrument of 
national policy. 

Khadaffi reportedly was wounded during 
the confusion in the wake of the air raid, but 
few details are known about the attack. 
Whether it was a disenchanted Libyan army 
officer, a hired assassin, or a crazed body¬ 
guard is still unknown, but apparently Kha¬ 
daffi became so paranoid that he temporari¬ 
ly moved his military capital to Sabhah, 
some 420 miles into the Libyan desert on the 
edge of the Sahara. 

Two days after the attack, on Wednes¬ 
day, 17 April, fighting was reported at two 
Libyan military camps, and the situation 
became so bad that the Libyan air force was 
called in to strafe rebellious army units. 
Despite the fond hopes of Bill Casey and 
Oliver North, the mutiny within the Libyan 
army was brutally suppressed with a high 
loss of life. Although none of the military 
uprisings were successful, it was clear that 
Khadaffi’s grip on the Libyan military and 
intelligence establishments had been 
weakened. Most important of all, the Unit¬ 
ed States had proved its readiness and abil¬ 
ity to strike, far from its own borders, at the 
state sponsors of terrorism—a message that 
surely did not go unrecognized in Tehran 
and Damascus, not to mention Tripoli. The 
American raid was also intended to show 
Washington’s timorous European allies that 
the United States was prepared to go it 
alone, if necessary, to protect its citizens 
and national interests. 

Aftermath of Operation “El Dorado 
Canyon” 

Despite the fluidity of the situation in 
Libya during the immediate aftermath of the 
U.S. bombing raid, Khadaffi was able to 
exact a minor degree of revenge on the 

Continued on page 86 


RIGHT: La Belle disco in Berlin following 
the explosion of a bomb planted on 
instructions of Libyan leader Muammar 
Khadaffi. Blast led to U.S. decision to 
launch retaliatory bombing raid on Libya. 
Photo: Sygma 

INSET: American serviceman injured in the 
La Belle disco in Berlin. U.S. intelligence 
had gotten wind of the plot, and MPs were 
minutes away from ordering U.S. personnel 
out of club when bomb went off. Photo: R. 
Bossu, Sygma 
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E VER wanted to be invisible? A Voodoo 
witchdoctor in Suriname will tell you to 
put a leaf in your mouth and stand on one 
foot. There is, however, an easier way. You 
could always join RENAMO (Mozambique 
National Resistance) and fight alongside 
Afonso Dhlakama in his battle against 
Marxism in Mozambique. 

“Join what? Who is Dhla.. .what’s his 
name? Where’s Mozambique?” Unfortu¬ 
nately, that’s the general response, but the 
problem is that Dhlakama and Renamo 
don't want to be invisible. They are victims 
of a vast and complicated conspiracy of, at 
best, silence, and at worst, defamation. The 
powers that be in Africa, the United States, 
Great Britain, and various European coun¬ 
tries wish that Renamo would just vanish. 
Perhaps in the past Renamo was useful, but 
now it’s a political embarrassment, a fly in 
the southern African strategic ointment. 

So, it’s largely ignored and when men¬ 
tion must be made, Renamo is defined as 
something it is not. The real Renamo has 
been submerged in an atmosphere of murk 
and mystery. A look at the major players in 
southern Africa and their areas of interest 
lends some clues as to who turned out the 
lights and why. 

I went to Mozambique in 1987, visiting 
both the “free Mozambique” of Renamo 
and the otherwise Mozambique of the FRE- 
LIMO (Front for the Liberation of Mozam¬ 
bique) government. I returned to “free 
Mozambique” in late 1988, and have just 
come back from a visit of nearly four weeks, 
walking 300 miles through Renamo terri¬ 
tory. I don’t claim to have the answers, but 
perhaps I have some hints. 

Renamo was formed in 1978 from 
Mozambicans, many ex-Frelimo members, 
who were alarmed and dissatisfied with Fre- 
limo’s swing toward Marxism after the 
withdrawal of the Portuguese in 1975. With 
some assistance from the Rhodesian Special 
Air Service, approximately 800 men were 
under arms by 1979 when Afonso Dhlaka¬ 
ma became their leader. After Rhodesia be¬ 
came Zimbabwe in 1980, South Africa gave 
some military training and communications 
support to the anti-communist rebels. In 
1984, South Africa and Mozambique 
signed the Nkomati Accord, and South 
Africa stopped its support. There have, 
however, been persistent rumors of con¬ 
tinued South African aid. In my recent visit 
I saw no evidence of any recent support 
from South Africa, and certainly there is no 
significant amount of assistance coming in. 
Renamo soldiers have an adequate supply of 
weapons, but they are of all different sorts, 
many of them composites made out of 
several different weapons, and few of them 
new. They have few uniforms, mostly rag¬ 
ged clothing, and fewer boots. Many of the 
soldiers are barefoot. They claim they cap¬ 
ture all of their supplies, and from the look 
of it, this is believable. 

In May 1989 I interviewed President 
Afonso Dhlakama at his headquarters in 
Gorongosa, and asked him about continued 
South African or other outside support. He 


Except for a few heavily guarded cities and 
strategic areas such as the Beira Corridor 
(the oil and rail lines running from Beira on 
the coast into Zimbabwe), Renamo 
effectively controls most of Mozambique. 
Without aid dollars (and rubles) from both 

answered that Renamo has no external gov¬ 
ernmental support from any nations. Cer¬ 
tain European private organizations give 
some aid, and there are some sympathetic 
parties in the United States which give mor¬ 
al support, but no material assistance. I 
mentioned the rumors of aid from Morocco 
and Oman, and he denied receiving aid from 
these sources. He claimed that this is Freli- 
mo propaganda designed to explain their 
inability to defeat Renamo in the field. 

I also interviewed a senior South African 
army officer while I was in Johannesburg, 
and he corroborated the president’s re- 
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West and East, East bloc military advisers, 
and heavy troop support from Zimbabwe, 
Malawi and Tanzania, the Marxist 
government of Joachim Chissano would 
undoubtedly collapse forthwith. 

marks. He said that since the signing of the 
Nkomati Accord there has been no official 
aid to Renamo, that Frelimo uses the rumors 
of continued aid as an excuse for their own 
ineptness and as a way to explain away the 
popular support for Renamo. He allowed, 
however, that there may be some illegal 
private support. 

From its modest beginnings Renamo has 
grown to 25,000 members. Twenty-one 
thousand have arms, and the rest are in 
training, waiting until Renamo can capture 
enough weapons to supply them as well. 
The 25,000 figure includes support person¬ 
nel, since all support personnel are also 
combatants. Renamo hopes to increase the 
number of fighting men, but at present they 
place more emphasis on improving the qual¬ 
ity of their soldiers. 

They are developing and training special 
semi-conventional battalions, and at the mo¬ 
ment have 13 such units. There are six in the 
central area around Gorongosa, two in Mapu- 
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to Province, two in Zambezia; and NampuJa, 
Inham bane and Niassa provinces each ha ve 
one. In contrast, Frelimo has between 30,000 
and 40,000 troops, buttressed by approx¬ 
imately 15,000 foreign troops, mainly Zim¬ 
babwean, Malawian, and Tanzanian. (The 
Tanzanians were reported to have pulled out 
their troops this year, but President Dhiakama 
asserted that not all of them have gone.) There 
are several thousand military advisers, mostly 
East bloc. 

Renamo’s soldiers are either guerrillas or 
members of the semi-conventional battal¬ 
ions. The guerrillas are lightly armed, 
sparsely equipped, and are poorly clothed 
and shod. Members of the battalions are 
slightly better clothed and equipped and the 
battalions have support companies with a 
variety of heavy weapons. We visited the 
Lion Battalion in May and they had eight 
14.5mm antiaircraft guns, a 122mm rocket 
launcher, a Russian AGS-17 30mm grenade 
launcher, a B-10 recoilless rifle, and 82mm 
mortars. In addition, the infantry companies 
were well-armed with RPD and PKM 
machine guns, and RPG-7 rocket launchers. 
Some other battalions are reported to have 
12.7mm machine guns instead of 14.5s, and 
a similar variety of other heavy weapons. 

Renamo has a well-organized HF radio 
net. During one sched we heard up to 15 
stations on the air. VHF communications 
are non-existent. Some messages are still 
carried by foot or by motorcycle-borne 
courier. 

On-going training programs in com¬ 
munications, tactics, first aid, demolitions 


Renamo President Afonso Dhiakama. He 
stands ready to participate in freely run 
elections — but also stands ready to carry 
on the bush war for another 10 years 
against the Marxist Frelimo government. 


and weapons handling are part of the daily 
routine of battalions not engaged in combat. 
Renamo uses its women members as in¬ 
structors in most subjects, thereby releasing 
males for combat duty. 

Without exception, Renamo members 
whom we saw displayed very high morale 
and confidence in their eventual victory. 
They were all loyal to President Dhiakama. 
They regarded Frelimo’s counterinsurgency 
efforts as somewhat farcial, and Zimbab¬ 
wean efforts as only slightly more serious. 

I asked President Dhiakama about the 
impact the Zimbabwean troops have had on 
the conflict. He replied that their original 
intention had been to eliminate Renamo, but 
that they have not achieved that goal. He 
said their primary effect has been on the 
Mozambican people, since the main 
strategy of Zimbabwean forces is to bomb 
the civilian countryside to frighten the peo¬ 
ple and create refugees. They do this in 
order to deprive Renamo of their base of 
support. In addition, 8,000 Zimbabwean 
troops help guard the economically impor¬ 
tant Beira Corridor, and Zimbabweans also 
protect convoys traveling through the north¬ 
ern province of Tete. Dhiakama said he 
knew the Zimbabweans were feeling an 
economic pinch from their involvement in 


the war. In 1985 and 1986, he said, they 
casevaced their wounded and dead back to 
Zimbabwe. Now they leave the bodies and 
some of the wounded in order to save on 
expensive helicopter flights. This must do 
wonders for troop morale. 

President Dhiakama maintains that he has 
already won the war. Using classic guerrilla 
tactics, he has wrested control of almost all 
of the countryside from Frelimo, and iso¬ 
lated them in Maputo and the other major 
cities. He offered to take me on a walk from 
Gorongosa in the center of the country to 
within 7 kilometers of Maputo, way in the 
south, traveling in the daytime through 
territory entirely held by Renamo. I was 
sony (sort of) that I didn’t have the time to 
walk that far, and regretted that Renamo has 
no other means of transportation. (Actually, 
during the 150-mile walk-in to meet Dhia¬ 
kama, I’d harbored the same regrets.) Re¬ 
namo is in both phase two and phase three of 
insurgent warfare. In most of Mozambique 
they’re in phase two: continuing guerrilla 
activity and politicization of the masses. 
The 13 battalions, however, represent a 
move into phase three. 

Renamo has neither the capability nor 
desire to take the cities. Their goal, rather, 
is to force Frelimo to make political changes 
toward a democratic system of government. 
When a guarantee of change happens, they 
will stop the war. Specifically, President 
Dhiakama wants a pluralist political sys¬ 
tem, with free market economics and free 
and fair elections. He calls Frelimo “his 
brothers” and wants to take his place by 
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their side in a Mozambican government 
with two or more parties. To date, Frelimo 
will not do more than offer amnesty to Re- 
namo. Even though he is prepared to stay 
and fight from the bush for 10 more years, 
President Dhlakama expressed the hope that 
Frelimo’s increasing economic and political 
woes will force them to negotiate soon. 
Dhlakama wants the destruction of his 
country to end. 

I toured Mozambique under government 
auspices in 1987, and it was painfully ob¬ 
vious that Frelimo’s hold on the country was 
tenuous. Everywhere we traveled we were 
accompanied by truckloads of well-armed 
soldiers, and even despite them, we fled for 
the cities at night. One evening I was re¬ 
marking on the beauties of the sunset near 
Tete, a small city in the north, when I 
observed that my host was removing all the 
government insignia from the car and hus¬ 
tling me into it with a palish look to his 
cheeks. We sped toward the town in the 
increasing gloom. This precipitous haste 
was topped the following week as we 
jounced through the dusk down a dirt road in 
a Land-Rover, exceeding speeds of 60 mph, 
heading for the town of Xai-Xai. Obviously 
Renamo rules the night. One wonders how 
the term “government” can apply to a 
group that cannot stay out after dark in its 
own country. 

So, Western democracies are lined up in 
their enthusiastic appreciation of these self- 
supporting freedom fighters, right? Wrong. 
Not only do we not support them, we define 
them out of existence. The British, the 


Despite lack of support from the United 
States and other Western powers, morale 
and discipline remain high within Renamo’s 
ranks. 


American State Department, and the Zim¬ 
babweans all join President Chissano in his 
disingenuous and tiresome chorus: “Ban¬ 
dits, bandits, they are nothing but bandits. ” 

Chissano seems to hope that, by denying 
Renamo any legitimacy, he will not have to 
deal with them, and can prevent Western 
powers from talking with them as well. This 
strategy has been remarkably successful. 
Frelimo controls the news agency, AIM, in 
Mozambique, and news organs of neighbor¬ 
ing countries which are largely sympathetic 
to Chissano pick up whatever it reports 
without question. These stories are then par¬ 
roted in the international news media, and in 
this fashion a whole horrible mythology 
about Renamo has been bom. Few politi¬ 
cians are willing to challenge the monster 
image of Renamo. 

The major emphasis of these stories is 
that Renamo is a collection of murderous 
savages, interested only in rape, pillage and 
gratuitous slaughter, and that no govern¬ 
ment should debase itself by dealing with 
them. Perhaps some of these stories are 
true. African wars are not noted for their 
humanity and gentlemanly behavior, and I 
can easily believe that the uneducated, 
primitive soldiers in both Frelimo and Re¬ 
namo have committed some brutal acts. Re¬ 
namo, however, disciplines its soldiers se¬ 


verely for excesses, and brutality is certain¬ 
ly not an official policy. On my recent leng¬ 
thy walk through Mozambique, I witnessed 
consistent popular support for Renamo. Re¬ 
namo relies on the people and cannot afford 
to alienate them. And the Frelimo govern¬ 
ment is often less than truthful. On the 
way to Gorongosa we listened to the news 
on the radio every night. At 2000 hours we 
would cluster around the fire and turn on the 
Voice of America or BBC. One evening we 
heard a report that Frelimo had captured five 
Renamo bases, killed 300 or so guerrillas, 
and had liberated about 400 civilians. A 
major offensive and success for the Frelimo 
forces was described. We tried to figure out 
where the attack had occurred, and as the 
radio reported place names, we realized that 
we were sitting in the middle of the alleged 
battle zone and had walked through it all 
day. The story was a complete fabrication. I 
was outraged, but my Renamo guides just 
laughed and said Frelimo put out stories like 
that all the time. These accounts are a sad 
testimony to how far a failing government is 
willing to bend the truth to stay in power. 
(One needs only look at the recent PRC 
news coverage of events in China to see the 
standards of truthfulness maintained by 
Marxist press agencies.) 

Chissano’s second favorite point in his 
propaganda war against Renamo is that they 
have no civilian administration capability. If 
pushed to admit that Renamo may have a few 
military structures and talents, he falls back on 
the refrain that they couldn’t possibly form a 
government and run a country. He has been 
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MOZAMBIQUE 

SNAPSHOT 

Renamo consists of the democratic 
Mozambican resistance guerrilla forces 
fighting against the Marxist-Leninist 
government of President Joachim Chis- 
sano in Mozambique, a country twice 
the size of California in southeastern 
Africa. Mozambique has South Africa, 
Zimbabwe, Zambia, Malawi and Tanza¬ 
nia as neighbors to the north, south and 
west, and the Indian Ocean on the east. 
The ruling Frelimo party has been in 
power in Maputo , the capital of Mozam¬ 
bique, since 1975 when Portugal abrupt¬ 
ly abandoned her colony. There were no 
elections. The Portuguese merely hand¬ 
ed the government over to Frelimo, 
which had been waging an anti¬ 
colonialist war against them. Frelimo 
took the reins of power then took a hard 
turn to the Left, instituting Marxist poli¬ 
tical and economic systems. 


The country is a testimony to the 
efficacy of Marxism in Africa: Frelimo 
crouches in Maputo and a few other 
cities while poverty, ignorance, disloca¬ 
tion, disease and hopelessness run ram¬ 
pant. In a country of nearly 15 million 
people, the government counts only 279 
doctors and 12,270 hospital or “rural 
hospital” beds. The illiteracy rate is 86 
percent. The population growth rate is 
2.6 percent per year while life expectan¬ 
cy is only 43 years, and the infant mor¬ 
tality rate is a staggering 37,5 percent. 

Mozambique is the fourth poorest 
country in the world, with a GNP per 
capita of U.S.$270in 1980, 1/65th that 
of the United States. In 1988, foreign 
debt servicing reached 120 percent of 
Mozambique’s total export earnings, 
and the currency has been devalued 
1,000 percent since 1987. 

Inefficiency and the ongoing war with 
Renamo have virtually wrecked the 
economy. In 1985 cashew nut produc¬ 
tion was I/36th what it was in 1973, com 


production was 1/2, bananas and cotton 
were 1/4, electricity 1/7, and revenues 
from tourism l/300th. 

There are 650,000 refugees in Malawi 
alone, more than two million people 
have been driven from their homes, and 
six million face chronic food shortages. 
The major cities experience frequent and 
lengthy power cuts, there is no electric¬ 
ity in the country side, and no reliable rail 
or road transportation anywhere in 
Mozambique. The country is a sham¬ 
bles. In the past Chissano received signi¬ 
ficant help from the Soviets and the East 
bloc. By some estimates, Mozambique 
owes $4.3 billion to the Soviets, and is 
dependent upon them for 90 percent of 
its oil; Recently aid has been pouring in 
from Western nations including the 
United States, Great Britian and Italy, 
and also some from South Africa. Chis¬ 
sano calls his country “non-aligned,” 
presumably because he has his hand out 
in all directions, not just one. 


very successful in foisting this misconception 
onto the world’s public opinion. 

The most common vision of Renamo is 
that they are a band of “anti-Robin 
Hoods,” taking from the poor to give to 
themselves, and committing no small 
amount of mayhem in the process. My ex¬ 
perience on my 300-mile walk does not 
support this picture. Instead, I saw schools, 
clinics, a hospital, and a large civilian poli¬ 
tical meeting. There were posters of Presi¬ 
dent Dhlakama everywhere; he has 
obviously started campaigning for his long- 
hoped-for elections. The people interacted 
in a very friendly way with our soldier- 
escorts. We were given food and directions, 
and while I received a variety of curious 
looks, no one exhibited fear or dislike. At 
Gorongosa I had interviews with several of 
Renamo’s civilian officials who described 
to me their current organization, and their 
goals for their country. I spoke with the 
chiefs of the departments of Ideology, 
Education and Culture, Agriculture, Health 
and Internal Administration. Each depart¬ 
ment is organized at the provincial, region¬ 
al, district, local and zonal levels, and from 
the district level down promotes a parallel 
traditional organization. This consists of a 
paramount chief at the district level, and 
below him local chiefs, subchiefs, and 
headmen of zones. Each headman adminis¬ 
ters four or five households. These struc¬ 
tures are established and working in all of 


RIGHT: B-10 recoilless rifle captured from 
Frelimo forces. 

LEFT: President Afonso Dhlakama claims 
Renamo has won the military war in 
Mozambique. It’s evident to many foreign 
observers who have traveled inside the 
country that Renamo does, at least, control 
much of the countryside. Photo & inset: 
Eric Girard 
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Rena mo's liberated areas, V 

Chissano's last favorite jibe ajgainft Re¬ 
name is that they were created by the white 
Rhodesians and were then taken over by the 
white South Africans; that they are nothing 
but puppets in the ongoing racist war against 
legitimate African leaders. President Dhla- 
Kama is, of course, aware of the propaganda 
war against him, and at the end of my inter¬ 
view he volunteered the following remarks: 

''Renamo is not as it is portrayed on the 
outside. We have been righting since 1977, 
young and old. weak and strong, because 
we are righting for the wishes of the people . 

If we were as portrayed by Frelimo, we 
would have disappeared long ago^jWr are 
a genuine popular organization, t^&early 
stages Renamo had s M i jjteiElaflcWt’oin 
Rhodesia, but it is still Mozambican, Freli- 
mo itself was formed in Tanzania, but no 
one says it is Tanzanian. Renamo was 
formed in Mozambique and fights in 
Mozambique. It is nonsensical to argue that 
we are not Mozambican. Renamo has its 
own democratic objectives: a multi-party 
government, free and fair elections, an 
assembly which represents the interests of 
the people, freedom of speech, and human 
rights. All of these do not exist under Freli¬ 
mo. The people of Mozambique created 
Renamo and continue to support it. We are 
not purely a military organization, a 

we are a political organization- M 

. , Jhe military arm was created to 
achieve our political aims... We 
do not want to destroy Frelimo, 
that is not our objective. We want 
political change. If Frelimo wants 
to talk seriously about peace, we 
will leave our weapons. Renamo is 
for peace, but a real peace in ^ 

which the people can vote for their 
choice of government . The power 
in Mozambique must be with the 
14,000,000 people, not with a mili¬ 
tary minority. The party should belong to 
the people, not vice versa. Unfortunately 
the West doesn't know Renamo,” 





LEFT: A high level of military proficiency 
exists within the Renamo organization, 
many of whose officers have defected from 
the ranks of the Marxist Frelimo forces. 

INSET: Weapons and equipment are in 
short supply; Renamo relies upon what it 
can capture from Frelimo forces to outfit its 
troops. 


These are not the words of an illiterate, 
blood-thirsty bandit. 

So why does the West refuse to know 
Renamo? 

Let’s start with the British. I met with the 
British ambassador while I was in Maputo 
in 1987. He was a small man who described 
himself as a “humble scribe sitting in his 
own cubbyhole in a dangerous world.” He 
was balding, had pale eyebrows, and wore a 
violently pink striped shirt. A fluid talker, 
he was perfectly capable of saying “Pre¬ 
toria” with no recognizable vowels. He was 
definitely a world-weary sophisticate, leav¬ 
ing fervid, idealistic opinions to us Amer¬ 
icans. He said the British did not have high 
hopes for that part of Africa, that the prog¬ 
nosis was not happy, but that there were 
pockets of hopefulness. He thought we 
needed to deal in realpolitic, not idealism. 
Besides, he said, the Mozambican govern¬ 
ment was moving toward non-alignment. 

Reading between the lines, I decided diat 
“realpolitic” meant two things to the Brit¬ 
ish. First, they’ve invested some national 
pride in the survival of Zimbabwe, their 
ex-colony; and second, they wish to pre¬ 
serve established British economic in¬ 
terests. In addition, they use their support 
for Robert Mugabe, Zimbabwe’s black 
African socialist leader, to buy themselves 
good will among the other black “Front¬ 
line” African states. Mugabe, of course, 
supports Chissano, his fellow black African 
socialist, and loathes Renamo, which pro¬ 
vided the Rhodesians with some intelli¬ 
gence on the movements of Mugabe’s guer¬ 
rillas during the war. More currently, Re¬ 
namo on many occasions has blown up the 
economically vital Beira Corridor to Zim¬ 
babwe, creating an expensive thorn in 
Mugabe’s side. 

The British have invested more than their 
national prestige in Zimbabwe. A large por¬ 
tion of economic interests in Zimbabwe are 
British, and they also have significant eco¬ 
nomic interest in Chissano’s Mozambique. 
Lonrho, a London-based conglomerate run 


RIGHT: Renamo soldier checks directions 
from local civilian. Rather than running in 
terror upon their approach, author notes 
that locals were friendly and helpful during 
her 300-mile trek through Mozambique. 

INSET: Literally everything moves on foot 
inside Renamo-controlled territory. The 
infamous Gersony Report alleges that 
porters are forcibly conscripted and beaten 
— something author Cline and 
photographer MacKenzie have never seen 
during repeated trips inside “free 
Mozambique.” 


by Tiny Roland, is the largest employer in 
Zimbabwe, and just under half of Lonrho’s 
200.2 million pounds profit in 1987 came 
from southern Africa. Lonrho is one of the 
few foreign companies operating in 
Mozambique. Most investors are frightened 
by the “security situation,” a gentle way of 
expressing that they are afraid of being 
blown up by Renamo. Lonrho, however, 
has its own security forces and has cut a deal 
with the government which is extremely 
preferential. 

I interviewed John Hewlett, a Lonrho 
employee, while I was in Maputo in 1987, 
and he told me that for 10 years the company 
is tax and duty free, their employees pay no 
taxes, and the company has an external bank 
account and controls all the foreign ex¬ 
change they earn. So, the British have an 
interest in maintaining the status quo. Stick¬ 
ing with Mugabe and Chissano is the pru¬ 
dent, if unprincipled, path. 

American policy toward Mozambique is 
even more Byzantine. The Reagan Doctrine 


called for support for freedom fighters the 
world over, but no support was ever given to 
Renamo. Why? Because the State Depart¬ 
ment has been calling the shots, and has two 
reasons for wanting to define Renamo as 
“bandits” and deny them freedom fighter 
status. 

The first concerns U.S. policy toward 
South Africa. The United States has been 
distancing itself from South Africa in order 
to force the pace of social change in that 
country, and to mollify a group of American 
congressmen including Simon, Kennedy, 
Crockett, Dellums, Conyers and Metzen- 
baum, who, flinging logic to the winds, 
equate civil rights experiences in the United 
States with the apartheid situation in South 
Africa. These congressional luminaries stir 
up the liberal fervor of their constituencies 
and get themselves re-elected by South 
Africa bashing — a marvelously cheap and 
effective shot. They get a lot of opportuni¬ 
ties to posture, and are not held responsible 
for getting results. In their minds and in the 
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are at provincial level 
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It’s easy enough to put an organization on paper, but Renamo’s 
actually exists and functions as shown — much to the chagrin of 
the opposition. Command and control is sometimes difficult, but 
author notes an efficient high frequency radio network with up 
to 15 stations on the air. Other traffic, however, is still carried 
by foot or motorcycle-borne courier. 


RENAMO'S CIVILIAN 
ADMINISTRATIVE ORGANIZATION 


CONGRESS 




PRESIDENT 
NATIONAL COUNCIL 

I^XECI^V^ 



The Women's League Agriculture 


In essence a shadow government, Renamo’s civilian 
administration is in operation inside “free Mozambique.” Each 
department works in parallel with the traditional tribal 
organization of chiefs, subchiefs, and headmen, thereby forming 
a close liaison with the local population. Its largest problem area 
lies in external relations: Renamo at this stage is simply 
ineffective in getting its message out to the world. 


opinion of the State Department, the United 
States cannot support Renamo because Re¬ 
namo was at one time supported by the 
South Africans, and so have been forever 
tarnished and tainted by that touch. (Never 
mind that Angola’s Jonas Savimbi of UN¬ 
IT A has always been supported by the South 
Africans. That’s different.) 

The second reason is that Renamo does 
not fit into the State Department’s grand 
plan for southern Africa. For the past few 
years, then Assistant Secretary of State for 
African Affairs Chester Crocker had been 
promoting his policy of “Constructive En¬ 
gagement. ’ ’ The basic tenet of Constructive 
Engagement is that it is possible to wean 
Marxist countries away from socialism and 
bring them, repentant, to the Western camp. 
This policy suits the State Department 
which is an institution geared toward di¬ 
plomacy — not conflict — with existing 
governments, and which is wedded to the 
status quo as opposed to possibly upsetting 
unknowns. 

Crocker invested a good deal of his per¬ 
sonal prestige in the success of this 
approach. It could be argued that his policy 
has had some effect. On 3 June 1989, the 
Washington Post reported that the Soviets 
had promised to take their military advisers 
out of Mozambique by 1991, This is un¬ 
doubtedly a step in the right direction. 
However, the Soviets are cutting their los¬ 
ses all over the world, particularly in Africa, 
because of pressing economic problems at 
home. Just because they cannot afford Chis- 
sano anymore does not mean that he is not a 
Marxist. 

Whatever the merits of Constructive En¬ 
gagement, Crocker followed his course with a 
sometimes excessive zeal. His end, unfortu¬ 
nately, seems to have justified any means. He 
steadfastly refused to have any dealings with 


Renamo, echoing Chissano in terming them 
“bandits.” He channelled dollars and support 
to Chissano. He gave, ostensibly, complete 
credence to reports issued by Maputo and 
ignored information to the contrary. He con¬ 
tinued to do this even after it became obvious 
that Renamo had to be dealt with in order to 
stop the war. Whether this was blindness, or 
inertia, or a fanatic adherence to his own poli¬ 
cy, the war has undoubtedly been prolonged 
by his attitude. 

For example, in April 1988 plans were 
being made to bring Dhlakama to the United 
States. Arrangements were well underway 
when Crocker was personally asked 
whether he would try to prevent Dhlakama 
from coming. This was on a Friday. He 
denied that he could do anything to impede 
Dhlakama’s visit. The next day he called in 
the South African ambassador and raked 
him over the coals, asking if the South Afri¬ 
cans were involved and saying that a visit by 
Dhlakama would be an insult to the United 
States; the United States would consider it a 
hostile act by the South African govern¬ 
ment. He obviously assumed that Dhlakama 
would arrange to leave Mozambique 
through South Africa. Then, the next Mon¬ 
day, he released the Gersony Report. This 
may have been a coincidence, maybe not, 
but the effect was devastating. 

This report, entitled “Summary of 
Mozambican Refugee Accounts of Princi¬ 
pally Conflict-Related Experience in 
Mozambique,” was written by Robert Ger¬ 
sony on contract to the State Department. It 
has had an incalculably disastrous effect on 
Renamo’s reputation in government and 
media circles. It accuses Renamo of 
murdering at least 100,000 civilians, of in¬ 
stitutionalized rape, beatings, lootings, 
abductions and mutilations. The report was 
received as gospel, and rumors of Pol Pot- 


style atrocities scurried around Washing¬ 
ton. Newspapers reported all of its ghoulish 
details. Yet, many questions can be asked 
about the methodology of the report and 
about the author’s occasionally strange con¬ 
clusions. 

Gersony writes about conditions inside 
Renamo-controlled territory, drawing his 
conclusions from information given him by 
refugees in camps both inside and outside of 
Mozambique. He most likely has accurately 
and ingeniously presented his data. The 
problem is with his data. Surely it is a mini¬ 
mum academic research standard to have set 
foot inside an area about which you propose 
to write, and to use evidence more direct 
than hearsay. 

The author admits that his sample had 
some problem spots: He had to speak 
through interpreters, few interviewees 
could count above 10, and most were primi¬ 
tive, superstitious people, utterly dependent 
on the authorities who ran the camps in 
which they lived. Gersony writes: 

“There were no complaints against the 
government soldiers from refugees inside 
Mozambique. All of the complaints against 
these came from refugees outside Mozam¬ 
bique. This may reflect a natural hesitation 
of refugees in the government controlled 
areas to express criticism of the soldiers 
under whose protection they live.” 

The author did not seem to be aware that 
these restraints on expression a/so were true 
in refugee camps in Malawi, Tanzania and 
Zimbabwe. I have visited with several mis¬ 
sionary families who work in the Malawian 
camps. They ail assert that Frelimo agents 
have free access to the camps, and that all 
are infiltrated and unofficially regulated by 
SNASP, Frelimo’s secret police. This 
assertion has been confirmed by a senior 
Malawian security official who asked to 
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remain unnamed. The same conditions pre¬ 
vail in Zimbabwe and Tanzania, countries 
friendly to Frelimo and violently opposed to 
Renamo. Of Gersony’s 25 sites, 22 were in 
these countries. The remaining three were 
in South Africa. 

The remarkable content and similarities 
in the reports can be partially attributed to 
two things: a simple people’s desire to 
please those who feed them, and their uni¬ 
versal exposure to Frelimo propaganda 
against Renamo. More than likely, whatev¬ 
er they heard on the radio, they repeated to 
their benefactors. Also, once in the camps, 
they undoubtedly absorbed the party line 
from Frelimo agents and earlier refugees 
and, out of fear and peer pressure, adhere to 
it. I would question the ‘ ‘high level of credi¬ 
bility” the author assigns to refugee 
accounts. Even his final statistics have a 
ring of fantasy. “Thus,” he writes, “the 
combined negatives concerning Renamo 
were 96%, versus 17% for Frelimo. Com¬ 
bined positive plus ‘no complaints’ con¬ 
cerning Frelimo were 83%, versus 4% for 
Renamo.” Both Renamo and Frelimo draw 
their troops from the same pool — largely 
uneducated, unsophisticated, bush-bom 
Mozambicans. If defies common sense that 
their behavior in a military situation would 
be so different that one side would commit 
all of the atrocities, and the other side none. 

It is also irrational to presume that Re¬ 
namo trains its troops to be barbarous. I 
asked President Dhlakama about the Ger- 
sony Report and he replied: 

“The Gersony Report was an exercise to 
discredit Renamo. It was commissioned 
with that in mind. If Renamo had been guil¬ 
ty as accused, they would not be in the 
position they are now. Every guerrilla relies 
on the civilian population. It makes no sense 
to destroy the population. Renamo would 
blind itself by alienating the people. It is 
obvious what refugees would say in camps 
infiltrated and controlled by the FPLM 
[Mozambican military]. As soon as the 
journalists went away, the FPLM would 
punish those who talked against them.” 

I asked him why there were so many 
refugees — 650,000 at last count in Malawi 
alone. He answered that Frelimo has a con¬ 
scious policy of creating refugees. With the 
assistance of the Zimbabwean air force, 
they use bombing and intimidation to alien¬ 
ate the civilian population from Renamo. 
“The Zimbabweans,” he said, “know 
from their own experience of a guerrilla war 
in Rhodesia how much guerrillas rely on the 
population.” One day on our walk I heard 
jets conducting bombing runs, and they did 
not appear to be near any military target. 

My missionary friends analyze the re¬ 
fugee problem in a way similar to Dhlaka- 
ma’s. The people hear the bombing, or ex¬ 
perience some war-related incident, and 
they run away. They come to the camps 
where they are housed and fed, and receive 
more medical care than they’ve ever had. 
They don’t have to work. So they stay. One 
missionary argued that the international aid 
was creating a mass of idlers out of pre¬ 


viously hard-working fanners, and that 
food aid should be cut off so they would go 
back to their farms in Mozambique. 
However, word of free food spreads back, 
and more come. 

Gersony asserts that Renamo divides all 
of the areas which it controls into “tax 
areas, control areas, and destruction areas” 
in which the population are regulated by 
methods ranging from severe to inhumanly 
brutal. I walked through Tete and Sofala 
provinces on my way to Gorongosa, and at 
least in those areas I can testify that this 
alleged structure does not exist. We walked 
all day, for 19 days, and our guides were 
often unsure of the route. Frequently they 
would stop and ask the local people for 
directions, and we would wander off again. 
Several times our group requested a diffe¬ 
rent stopping place, or a different route, and 
they always complied. The route could not 


Renamo goes after the infrastructure. 
Frelimo’s military forces can’t defeat nor 
even contain Renamo, and neither can the 
thousands of foreign troops — mainly 
Zimbabwean — called in to keep the 
Chissano regime from crumbling. 


have been planned in order to hide the mas¬ 
sive destruction, starvation and brutaliza¬ 
tion of the people that Gersony describes. (I 
was often convinced that our route wasn’t 
planned at all. Our guides didn’t use com¬ 
passes, and some days we would walk in 
great loops, going along the best available 
paths. We often changed course, following 
local advice.) In fact, the population was 
friendly, curious and unafraid. We most 
often slept near a headman’s hut, and once 

Continued on page 88 
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GUATS, GANGS, 
GUERRILLAS 

A veteran correspondent for National ft 
News Service, Morgan Tanner regularly 
covers the war zones of Central America 
|H for SOF and recently wrote two articles 
on the gang/crack connection threaten¬ 
ing our cities (see “Crack in America” 
and “Crack in the Heartland,” June and 
July ’89), before returning to Guatemala 
(see “Death in High Places,” Septem¬ 
ber ’89). Last month Tanner took a re¬ 
spite from the war zones to cover the 
revival of the American Mountain Man 
(see “Buckskin and Lead Balls,” De¬ 
cember ’89). 
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4 4 \1I/ E stacked the wounded into the 
▼ f chopper like firewood,” Guate¬ 
malan Air Force helicopter pilot Julio Cesar 
Santamarina declared. “When we unloaded 
them, many were dead, but one man on the 
bottom, who was covered with blood, sud¬ 
denly sat up and said, ‘My God, I’m 
alive.’ ” 

“They [the guerrillas] were using .30 and 
.50 caliber [machine] guns,” recalls Santa¬ 
marina. “Then they fired a Chinese stick 
[RPG]. When I heard that, my hair stood up 
through my helmet.” 

The grenade was apparently aimed at the 
chopper, but instead it hit a public bus. This 
tragic incident took place near Chimaltenango 
in 1981, but more recent RPG attacks have 
turned out more favorably. 

It’s hard to believe that communist 
Guatemalan ORPA (Organization of People 
in Arms) insurgents would be so reckless in 
their pursuit of army troops that they would 
fire three PG-7 rockets at a convoy of trucks 
traveling north on the Pan American high¬ 
way just 60 klicks from the capital, but 
recently they did just that. The Pan Am is a 
major artery, carrying tourists in rental cars, 
buses crammed with Indians, and truck- 
loads of com, Pepsi and Gallo beer. Yet, as 
the gears turn resolutely toward the pres¬ 
idential election in November 1990, disrup¬ 
tion is the name of the game that the insur¬ 
gents are playing with renewed vigor. 

As our Jeep rolls toward the Red Zone of 
guerrilla activity outside Chimaltenango to 
an outpost called Cabrican, Major Wolf, 
who is on the command staff of Military 
Zone 302, instructs the driver to stop where 
the rocket attack occurred some two weeks 
before. The driver, who was in the convoy, 
pulls onto the grassy shoulder of the Pan 
Am, a two-lane swath of asphalt that dis¬ 
sects the pine forest north and south. North 
is “liberated,” according to Colonel Jose 
Quilo, commander of the area’s military 
base, meaning that the activity of the com¬ 
munist insurgents is mainly political. But in 
the rugged mountains on the south side of 
the highway, army troops battle guerrilla 
troops from ORPA on a frequent basis. 

Standing beside the Pan Am, Maj. Wolf 
and the driver seem jumpy. Major Wolf (his 
name has been changed at his request) 
points to a wooded hill back down the road 


LEFT: At the base camp Cabrican — 8 
kilometers from the heavy righting and the 
newly abandoned main ORPA camp — this 
paracaidista shows some of the mines, wires 
and syringes recovered from ORPA mines. 
This unit lost its captain a few days before 
our visit, when a mine exploded and blew 
shrapnel through his eye. The mine 
exploded in his face and faces of a medic 
and radio operator. 

TOP INSET: Once discovered and its 
triggering device disarmed, a “cooking 
pot”-type ORPA mine is carefully removed. 

BOTTOM INSET: Guat trooper shows 
recovered syringes which ORPA adapts as 
initiating devices. 
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ORPA country, the thorn in Guatemala’s side as she moves toward presidential elections in 
November 1990. 


on the south side. The way he tells it, a 
convoy of four trucks carrying one platoon 
was lumbering up the highway on Friday, 3 
March about 1100 on its way to Tecpan. 
The going was slow. Then, as the last truck 
rolled past the curve, three rockets from an 
RPG-7 were fired from the crest of the hill. 
None of the vehicles were hit, and the rebels 
evaporated into the gullies of the deep 
forest. 

Those responsible for the current attack 
on the army convoy are thought by the army 
to be ORPA guerrillas. But that conclusion 
is unconfirmed. 

“Maybe it was a few guerrillas or maybe it 
was none,” states Wolf cryptically. The gre¬ 
nade launcher might have been fired by mili¬ 
tant civilians who quickly blended into the 
local population. “That’s what’s so difficult 
about guerrilla warfare,” he adds. “You can 
never be sure who the players are.” 

While the individual “players” may be 
unknown, troops from Zone 302 know too 
well the guerrilla activity of ORPA, one of 
Guatemala’s three main factions of insur¬ 
gents. Too many have felt firsthand the 
effects of ORPA’s guerrilla campaign and 
its diabolical, indiscriminate use of anti¬ 
personnel mines and claymores. 

“ORPA is the most militaristic of the 
groups,” notes Col. Quilo. “EGP [Guerril¬ 


la Army of the Poor] is more integrated with 
social movements and politics.” 

ORPA began in 1979, reportedly after 
eight years of preparation, as a splinter 
group of the organization FAR (Rebel 
Armed Forces). It first operated on the Paci¬ 
fic Coast, and then moved into the central 
highlands and the capital. It was nearly 
wiped out in the early ’80s, and now has 
only about 150 troops according to army 
estimates. But a guerrilla force can swell as 
rapidly as a corpse in the sun when social 
and economic conditions are right. And 
Chimaltenango is a strategic plum worth 
fighting for. 

Located in a high plain near the foot of the 
mountains, Chimaltenango has only about 
six blocks of paved streets except for the 
Pan Am Highway. Its population is primari¬ 
ly ladino and Indian. The area was heavily 
damaged in the earthquake of 1976, and as 
organizations moved in to help, they were 
infiltrated by guerrillas, according to Quilo. 
The area was so heavily pro-guerrilla in 
1980 that it was on the verge of being de¬ 
clared “liberated” by communist insur¬ 
gents. An army search-and-destroy opera¬ 
tion reclaimed the area and now army base 
Zone 302 is a major presence in the area, 
where it sits 6 klicks outside Chimaltenango 
on the road to Antigua, an elegant little city 
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TOP: Young soldier humps aging M1919A6 
7.62x63mm Browning machine gun sans 
buttstock, almost assuredly older than 
himself. Old Brownings will never die, nor 
will the hope of Guatemalans to build a 
democracy in spite of communist 
insurgencies. 

ABOVE: Soldier with M79 40mm grenade 
launcher on patrol near Chimaltenango. 


made rich by a large settlement of Amer¬ 
icans and tourists. 

“Chimaltenango is a strategic point in the 
road network going north or west to the 
coast,” observes Quilo. “It’s in the bread¬ 
basket of the country, and the people here 
are better informed and smarter because of 
their proximity to the capital.” 

As we stand with Maj. Wolf on the Pan 
Am, traffic whizzes by. In this land of few 
phones, how did the rebels know the convoy 
was coming? 

“There are many informers,” notes Maj. 
Wolf. 

One is reminded of Nebaj, a town in 
Guatemala’s northern mountains, where 
foot patrols were regularly ambushed just 
outside town. The slaughter finally stopped 


ABOVE: Army troops from Military Zone 
302, armed with Galil 5.56x45mm assault 
rifles, dismount a troop truck during 
maneuvers outside of Chimaltenango. 


when someone put two and two together and 
noticed that the church bell always rang just 
as the patrols were leaving camp. 

Turning off the Pan Am, the driver takes 
a dirt road toward Cabrican. To the south 
stand the 8,000-foot-high mountains La 
Cumbre and Balamjuya. With Los Encuen- 
tros, at the headwaters of Quehrada 
Quigiya, the three peaks make up the 
“triangle of death,” the Red Zone near 
Chimaltenango, where infantry troops bat¬ 
tle ORPA guerrillas. The rutted dirt track 
winds past increasingly smaller villages un¬ 
til the tiny farms give way to a wilderness 
that is gouged by steep, impassable gullies. 
There is no water in these mountains, a 
major problem for the army troops who 
patrol them. It has started to rain, and Maj. 
Wolf peers through the path of the wind¬ 
shield wipers, his hands on his Galil, scan¬ 
ning the ridges for movement. There are no 
civilian patrols in this area to help the army 
stave off guerrilla activity. 


TOP: Other quality arms in the 
Guatemalan inventory include the FN 
MAG-58, shown on maneuvers outside 
Chimaltenango. The central area around 
Chimaltenango is the breadbasket of the 
country. 

ABOVE: Galils in Guatemalan service were 
mostly purchased during period Jimmy 
Carter embargoed U.S. arms shipments. 
Soldier here carries standard ARM. 


Back at Zone 302, Col. Quilo traced the 
area of fighting on a map in his office, a 
paneled, sunlit room in a prefab house. 
ORPA operations have been taking place in 
the mountains around Chimaltenango since 
1987. Quito’s efforts against them dovetail 
with those of another command in Solola, 
near the famous Lake Atitlan. 

“My objective is to form a wall between 
the insurgents and the populated areas, 
keeping them from crossing the Pan Am 
Highway,” he declares. “My job is to stop 
them with an operation from east to west, to 
destroy them.” 

ORPA personnel camp in groups of eight 
or 10 to provide security to a main camp of 
as many as 50. Colonel Quilo stabs his 
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finger into the map, at a point near Cabri- 
can, with a vengeance. 

“This was their main camp,” he informs 
us, “but we arrived two days after it was 
abandoned. One thing we found was an 
empty bottle of Johnny Walker Black 
Label.” 

That’s what Captain Ana, a female 
ORPA member high in the chain of com¬ 
mand, likes to drink, Quilo told us. 

“We know their troops are divided 
now,” he adds. “They are in confusion, 
and we continue to force them to move.” 

We arrive at Cabrican in a blinding rain. 
Lieutenant Pena (not his real name), the 
acting commander, leads us through a dim 
bunker to a storeroom-cum-conference 
room, where he offers us coffee. Named for 
an Indian god of earthquakes, the Cabrican 
complex occupies the top of a hill 6,000- 
feet high. From a center bunker, a web of 
trenches lead to machine-gun nests and 
lookout posts. 

The lieutenant tells us that ORPA makes 
clever use of what resources it has. He brings 
out a plastic-covered map mounted on card¬ 
board and marked with colored circles. The 
red ones mark where his troops contacted 
ORPA guerrillas during the first few days of 
March. Four platoons man the outpost, two of 
which are always out on five-day patrols. 
White shows where patrols have been ha¬ 
rassed by guerrillas. Green shows where sol¬ 
diers have found land mines. Blue indicates 
where the guerrillas have contacted citizens 
asking for food and water. And one yellow 
circle marks Campamento Marine, the main 
ORPA camp Col. Quilo spoke of, found on 25 
February. It is only 8 klicks from Cabrican as 
the crow flies. 

“The camp was destroyed and scattered, 
but they reorganize very fast,” notes Maj. 
Wolf. 

ORPA personnel have Ml6s, RPGs, 
M79 grenade launchers and Ruger Mini- 



LEFT: In the tradition of jungle fighters 
everywhere, paracaidisla camp at Cabrican 
uses earthen bunkers and punji sticks 
around its perimeter. 

ABOVE: Defenses such as earthen bunkers 
and punji sticks make up the perimeter of 
the paracaidista camp at Cabrican. The last 
heavy firefight here with the guerrillas was 
the week prior to author’s arrival. Soldiers 
here say they relish the fight when the 
guerrillas attack directly, as they don’t have 
to worry about the deadly mines and can 
just get down to business. 

RIGHT: A patrol crosses an open field 
outside of Chimaltenango. Army patrols 
must always be alert for mines, staying off 
main trails which run through gullies and 
along ridges. 


14s, Lt. Pena tells us. They wear solid OD 
uniforms, sometimes cammies, and even 
the blue uniforms of police. But their 
trademark is the diabolical use of anti¬ 
personnel mines. 

Major Wolf summarizes “They are im¬ 
proving land-mine warfare to an art.” 

On 3 March, the same day as the RPG 
attack on the convoy, a mine exploded in the 
faces of a medic, a radio operator and a 
captain. The three had knelt down when one 
of them laid down his rifle, triggering the 
mine. The shrapnel, which would have nor¬ 
mally hit their legs, caught them in the face, 



Guat trooper with Galil on patrol. Cloth 
magazine cover prevents noise in bush — 
and looks salty. 



one piece entering the captain's eye. 

“The rifle deflected some of the force,” 
Pena recalls, “or they would have been hurt 
much worse.” 

According to the army, ORPA is the only 
terrorist group to employ tactical mines. 
Defensa de la montana is their name for a 
ring of mines they place around their camps. 
While they usually take their mines with 
them, they often leave them behind for the 
soldiers who follow. 

“They are very sophisticated,” notes the 
lieutenant. “They have trained explosivistas .” 

Nicomedes, a former guerrilla who spent 
six years with ORPA, was an explosives 
expert before he asked the army for amnesty. 
He explains that the mustard-colored fiber¬ 
glass claymores used by ORPA are filled 
with TNT. Nails, heavy staples and iron 
scraps are imbedded in the plastic as shrap¬ 
nel. 

“We made them in camp,” he recalls. 
“Then we put them on ridges where we 
knew the soldiers would walk.” 

The explosive in landmines is Tobex, an 
ammonium nitrate-based fertilizer that is 
brought in from Mexico. Their trigger 
mechanism is particularly macabre: 
hypodermic syringes rigged with electrical 
contacts, imbedded vertically on either side 
of a footpath, the wire between them thinly 
covered with dirt or leaves. When this trip 
wire is triggered, the mine blasts most of the 
improvised shrapnel out at about a foot 
above ground level, which doesn’t kill the 
soldier, but maims both his legs and his 
morale. 

Nicomedes was on one ambush by com¬ 
bined ORPA and FAR forces against the in¬ 
fantry. The guerrillas carried a MAG, M16s, 
and M79s, “with about 150 rounds for each 
man.” The army lost two lieutenants. 

But mines provide a silent specter of ter¬ 
ror even after guerrilla troops have left an 
area. They are placed on the ridges between 


JANUARY 90 


SOLRIER OF FORTUNE 45 



gullies, often the only possible route for foot 
patrols. 

“They have a lot of experience with us,” 
smiles Col. Quilo. “They know how we 
move, our tactics.” 

In 1989, according to Quilo, ORPA has 
two main fronts: Frente Javier Tambriz in 
the mountains of the Central Highlands, and 
Frente Luis Izmata in San Marcos Depart¬ 
ment, on the Pacific Coast. Two comman¬ 
ders, Pablo and Heman, apparently lead the 
central highlands group. 

“Pablo gives the orders and controls the 
camp,” explains Nicomedes. “Captain 
Hernan, he’s the military leader. When 
there’s a military operation, he gives the 
orders and then rehearses them.” 


Pablo is a tall ladino, about 40 with glas¬ 
ses and a moustache, according to Maria 
(not her real name), a 19-year-old-woman 
who claims she was abducted from a bus 
stop and taken to the guerrilla camp for three 
months. 

“He’s serious,” she recalls. “He likes to 
read books.” 

According to Guatemalan army officials, 
the guerrillas maintain close contact with 
Cuba, from which they learn some of their 
terrorist methodology. “They are trained in 
basic and advanced courses of terrorist tech¬ 
niques,” notes Col. Quilo. 

Nicomedes outlines how his group was 
taught to provide antiaircraft support. “We 
took a 7.62 FAL — M16s and Galils are no 


good — or a Browning .30, MAG, or M60 
machine gun, and lined up on a hill,” he 
explains. ‘ ‘We aimed all of the bullets at the 
front of the chopper, shooting all at once.” 

To ward off attacks, Cabrican makes use 
of tried-and-true methods of defense: pits, 
sharpened stakes around the perimeter, 
claymores, concertina wire, a maze of tren¬ 
ches and foxholes, and machine-gun nests. 
The camp sustained a direct attack the 
month before we arrived. 

“When they come to us, it’s a piece of 
cake,” smiled Lt. Pena. “When they are 
attacking, all that is in our minds is ‘kill 
the bastards. ’ It is when we look for them 
in the mountains that we are at the dis¬ 
advantage.” 



ORPA MASSACRE 


from the Pan American 
highway;, and 12 miles from the popular 
eounsi town of Antigua guerrillas 

massacred 22 men. according to three 
survivors ORPA (Revolutionary Orga- 
of People in Arms) is the group 
■■■area. afc - 

in ally tried to plant 
that- atmy troops had 
It might have 
no survivors, or 

Bifthe.survivors hadi thorojjjj®* ' 

. ,ly. adamant that-the^massacre wa* the 
work of guerrillas But one of thp three 
survivors, fistahan Arcnales. said that he 
bad seen guerrillas patrolling the area 
before, and that he was familiar with 





Humberto Guerra Callejas.left for. his 
fields outside the village and failed to 
return. He had a history of seizures, and 

1 become 

disoriented and gotten lost. On Thurs¬ 
days. about 25 mere-set out to took for 
* him. Ranting in age from 19 to 63. thev 

machetes to use against the weeds and 
snakes. . . v .• t' v 

"We spread intotwogroups.".recalls .. 
Arcnales. . 

As they walked through the woods his. 
groop was captured and made to join the 
others who were also being beld All he 
recalls seeing of his captors is an arm 
clad in a black sweater with a gray shirt 
He cannot recall seeing anyone's i.kc 

The 15 men were forced to walk m a 
column until they armed at a ravine They 
were ordered to lay f*ce down on the 
ground Arcnales was at the rear of the 
group, and when he hqard what he thought 

-v rcjfjfr' fjlBI .~i‘ireAT> > titfr w 

,.. -• Aftir fj' .y*.. . *.y 1/t . ^.y ■*; ' 


was the metallic click of a safety, he made 
a last-ditch effort to escape. He and six 
others jumped down the ravine and van 
away. He ran with two other men toward 
the truck of the* pastor. who also had been 
pan of the search party The other four 
who escaped apparently were recaptured 
by the guerrillas 

Auhc truck, the men couldn't decide 
what to do. They were afraid to do no¬ 
thing, and afraid of revenge from the 
guerrillas if they reported them. They 
waited until Friday to go to the army, 
hoping,that by some miracle the others 
would return safe 

That proved to be a false hope. On 
Saturday, their bodies were found in five 
shallow graves. Their hands had been 
tied behind their backs, and they had 
been strangled Some were naked. Be¬ 
cause of the swollen grotesquencss of 
the bodies, there were initial reports that 
they h^d been r ‘MM 

point to build 
of recovering 
the bodies, and transporting the officials 
who would want firsthand knowledge of 
the nuts sa the time the IV was 

ing, a pu 

mass of Guatemalan and Mexican repor¬ 
ters were on the scene along with army \ 

a**""- ■ 1 

fte (kpanment The judge ordered the 
bodies removed, and 21 corpses were 
puiledfrom the grave, making the total 
22. along with Carlos Guerra $+£ 
Why vtaic they killed? Some outside 




the men and tned to cover it up with a 
fabrication about the guerrillas The Rc- 
‘ n. a Roman'Catholic 

s that he found the 
i that the guerrillas woe 
responsible “very ^ 

A guerrilla spokesman in Mexico City 
issued a statement stating it was “totally 


false"-«that they had committed the El 
Aguacate massacre 

But Carlos Guerra, for whom the 21 
were searching, had been the military 
commissioner in El Aguacate. a civilian 
positioo responsible for reporting to the 
army any signs of guerrilla activity in the 
area. In the past, guerrillas have made it 
a point to seek out and,kill people who 
collaborate with the army. 

Arcnales bolds the opinion that the 
guerrillas were forced to kill Guerra and 
the others to protect their identity. 

“Maybe one of them is from San 
Andreas Itzapa (a larger village close to 
El AquacateV’hcsaid. “Wc would have 
recognized him.” 

One of the widows believes that the 
guerrillas were afraid of a counterattack 
if the men were released and went to the 
army. 

Coloocl Jose Quilo, commander of 
the military base where the men even¬ 
tually went for help, wishes they had 
come to him earlier. He dunks that they 
enlisted their pastor first, to plead or 
bargain with the guerrillas for Guerra's 
life. 

Quilo also believes that if no one had 
escaped, the incident would have been a 
perfect one for blaming on the army, one 
that it could never have lived down com¬ 
pletely. 

“But why would the survivors come 
to us for help if they thought we had 
killed their friends? If they were afraid of 
us?" Quilo asks. 

The survivors speak nervously about 
the incident. They declare it was the 
guerrillas who massacred their brothers 
and friends. The exact reasons and se¬ 
quence of events will probably never be 
known. In the meantime. 96 children, 
the offspring of the deceased, will spend 
a lifetime wondering who kilted their 
fathers. 
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When air support is needed, the A-37s or 
pilotos are called. Helicopters are used pri¬ 
marily for supply runs and medical evacua¬ 
tions. While we were at Zone 302, a chop¬ 
per low on fuel made an emergency landing 
with six soldiers apparently wounded by 
ORPA troops in San Marcos Department. 

“They know the area, they know where 
the army is,” adds Maj. Wolf. “They play 
cat and mouse with us.” 

One guerrilla tactic is the ‘ ‘monkey tail. ’* 
Guerrillas watch an army patrol move for¬ 
ward, then suddenly make contact, possibly 
for only a minute or two. Then they melt 
away into the woods. 

“Twenty-five minutes later, the guerril¬ 
las attack from the rear,” comments Pena. 

To foil the tactic, the patrol may dig in 
and wait for the counterattack. 

“I want you to write that down so they 
know we know,” chuckled Maj. Wolf. 

“They are professional people,” he 
adds. “They go out of the country for meet¬ 
ings, and they know what is written about 
them in the international and Guatemalan 
press.” 

He is speaking of meetings with the 
URNG (Guatemalan National Revolution¬ 
ary Unity), an international umbrella group 
with personnel in Mexico. 

“They’ll think that we know all their 
moves against us,” Pena adds with a grin. 

The army’s task of keeping the peace is a 
hard job, according to Col. Quilo, made 
even more difficult during the current fren¬ 
zy leading up to the presidential election 
next year. While the number of armed insur¬ 
gents in Guatemala has reportedly dropped 
to fewer than 1,000, terrorist activity has 
increased sharply in 1989, as predicted by 
Minister of Defense Brigadier General Ale¬ 
jandro Gramajo. 

“Our resources allow us only to provide 
stability,” notes Col. Quilo. 

Terrorists capture a large chunk of press 
and the public’s imagination when they 
make an example of the landowners and 
managers of coffee and cotton plantations. 
In one case, a landowner was ambushed by 
insurgents. They pulled him out of his 
truck, and in front of his wife and a passen¬ 
ger, executed him. In another area, two 
farms were burned. The point is to leave 
witnesses to bear the message that it is 
dangerous to own land, to be rich. 

There is evidence, according to the army, 
that ORPA has been involved in special 
operations to turn people against the gov¬ 
ernment and landowners. In return, army 
troops “occasionally provide special opera¬ 
tions to the fincas [landowners],” explains 
Quilo. 

In March, reports of guerrillas on the 
volcanoes near Antigua filled that town’s 
central park with soldiers headed out on 
maneuvers. American and European tour¬ 
ists gaped in alarm at the cammie-clad 
troops and the M60s mounted in the Jeeps. 

“It isn’t good for the tourist business,” 
commented one American who has lived in 
Antigua for 16 years. “It’s too reminiscent 
of when tanks came through here in the 
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early ’80s.” 

In August, five gunmen dragged Chris¬ 
tian Democratic Party leader Danilo Baril¬ 
las Rodriguez from his home and shot him 
dead. President Vinicio Cerezo called him a 
“victim of democracy.” 

During a series of terrorist attacks during 
the summer, a grenade exploded on a busy 
street in Guatemala City injuring two peo¬ 
ple. Strikes paralyzed the country’s postal 
service during the summer, and explosives 
have occasionally been placed at banks and 
other businesses. 

A knowledgeable source indicates that 
the presence of the EGP is stronger in the 
rural villages north of Nebaj than it was 
earlier in the year. 

Colonel Quilo is a realist. “We are play¬ 
ing our small part in the war — an integral 
counterinsurgency measure. We don’t say 
we can win without changes by landowners 
and the government. It takes the effort of 
everyone.” 

An effort that seems, sometimes, not to 
come until a state of crisis has developed. 

Will Guatemalan steps toward a function¬ 
ing democracy be enhanced by the presiden¬ 
tial elections next year? Will this progress 
toward democratic government provide 
opportunities for the poor which can deafen 
their ears to the strident but empty promises 
of communism? Colonel Quilo is optimis¬ 
tic. “I think something is going to happen,” 
he concludes. 

Guatemala is in a state of flux. Changes 
are being made for the better, not only on 
the military front, but toward democratiza¬ 
tion. We can only hope that the stability 
provided by the Guatemalan army will pro¬ 
vide the time which will allow this fledgling 
democracy to grow to the point it can both 
meet the needs of all its people and provide 
for their defense. ^ 


Screening for guerrillas, soldiers search for 
weapons 14 kilometers outside of Guatemala 
City on the Pan American Highway on the 
way to Chimaltenango. 




ABOVE: For the first time in years, 
Guatemalan army troops patrol around 
Antigua, Guatemala, a popular vacation 
spot for Americans and Europeans. Here 
young boys in Antigua watch an army 
truck, mounting a 7.62x63mm M1919A6 
Browning machine gun, drive by in the 
central park. 


ABOVE: Guatemala City graffiti at left 
translates, “Don’t raise the cost of living.” 
The obligatory “Yankee go home” appears 
at right. 
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USS CABOT 
COMES HOME 

New Orleans Scores Carrier Coup 

Text & Photos by Tom Slizewski 



jOW: Scene on the bridge as CabotfDi 
:ht- M l^i>>Lppi River to its final destim 


k"H< Orleans 


An aircraft carrier is a noble thing. ft 
lacks almost everything that seems to de¬ 
note nobility , yet deep nobility is there. 

A carrier has no poise, ft has no grace . ft 
is top-heavy and lopsided, ft has the lines of 
a well-fed cow. 

ft doesn't cut through the water like a 
cruiser , knifing romantically along, ft 
doesn *t dance and cavort like a destroyer. ft 
just plows. You feel it should be carrying a 
hod , rather than wearing a red sash. 

Yet a carrier is a ferocious thing, and out 
of its heritage of action has grown its Wm7- 
ity. f believe that today every Navy in the 
world has as its No. f priority the destruc¬ 
tion of enemy carriers. That's a precarious 
honor, hut it's a proud one. 

i 1 kU 


E RNIE Pyle wrote these words shortly 
after landing aboard the flattop USS 
Cabot (CVL-28 — Carrier Vessel Light on 
hull 28) in February* of 1945. While they 
still ring true today, these words were 
penned by America’s foremost war corres¬ 
pondent after first seeing the long, straight, 
metal monstrosity that is an aircraft carrier. 

Though dwarfed by current nuclear pow¬ 
ered carriers and even World War 11-era 
CVs, the USS Cabot is still a breathtaking 
sight to behold — some 25,000 tons of 
fast-moving, quick-striking, ocean-going 
steel. Approaching it from the air it looks 
like 574 feet of rapacious floating interstate. 
4 And well it should, as this stretch of road 
can use its complement of aircraft to reach 


out and kill something hundreds of miles 
away or hundreds of feet underwater. This 
range coupled with its speed makes the car¬ 
rier one of the deadliest weapons in a navy’s 
arsenal. 

A carrier is essentially a mobile, floating 
airfield. And with nearly three-fourths of 
the globe covered by water, there are few 
targets carrier-based planes cannot strike. 

Carriers came into their own during 
World War II, particularly after a task force 
comprising six Japanese carriers launched 
the planes that bombed Pearl Harbor. But 
even before the surprise attack on Pearl, the 
British were employing their CVs to good 
effect, knocking out a substantial portion of 
the Italian fleet with a raid on Taranto, and 












Name 

WHERE THE CVLS ARE 

Completed Fate 

CVL-22 Independence 

1/43 

Sunk in weapons trials 30/1/51 

CVL-23 Princeton 

1/43 

Sunk by bomb 24/10/44 in Leyte Gulf 

CVL-24 Belleau Wood 

3/43 

Transferred to France as 

Bois Belleau 9/53, returned and scrapped 1962 

CVL-25 Cowpens 

5/43 

scrapped 1962 

CVL-26 Monterey 

6/43 

scrapped 1970 

CVL-27 Langley 

8/43 

transferred to France as 

Lafayette 6/51, returned and scrapped 1964 

CVL-28 Cabot 

7/43 

transferred to Spain 8/67, given 

to city of New Orleans and. turned into museum 1989 

CVL-29 Bataan 

11/43 

scrapped 1959 

CVL-30 San Jacinto 

12/43 

stricken 1970 



ABOVE: This gun tub and the one to its 
front were destroyed by a Japanese 
kamikaze strike. A second kamikaze struck 
the Cabot’s flight deck inflicting serious 
damage and loss of life. 

INSET: Spanish naval honor guard with 
CETME assault rifles during transfer 
ceremonies. 


taking action against ships at sea when they 
could be found, The pride of the German 
Kriegsmarinc, the battleship Bismarck, was 
doomed after being hit by a torpedo- 
carrying carrier plane. 

I arrived aboard the Cabot via UH-1N 
Huey from Marine Aircraft Group 46, De¬ 
tachment B. Due to a hurricane in the Gulf 
of Mexico our previously arranged Coast 
Guard choppers didn’t fly. The Marines 
went anyway. As we approached from the 
air I could see the Cabot flying the colors of 
Spain. She was currently a Spanish ship and 
would remain so for the next two days. As 


the Hueys circled I could read the name 
Dedalo painted on its stern but it semed an 
odd fit. What’s in a name? I thought. This 
unquestionably was still the USS Cabot. 

Soon I found myself clambering insect¬ 
like through the interior of this proud Amer¬ 
ican, temporarily Spanish, carrier as it 
cautiously steamed up the Mississippi Riv¬ 
er. I quickly learned that life aboard a CV is 
much like living in a metal ant farm, without 
the windows. Tiny (I’m 6’3”) walks, lad¬ 
ders and passageways catacomb the in¬ 
terior. You’re always crouching every¬ 
where you walk and it’s so hot you can’t 
sleep, air-conditioning being a vague con¬ 
cept reserved for office buildings and ex¬ 
pensive automobiles. Two days in the belly 
of this beast and I developed a whole new 
respect for men who make their living on 
them. 

Though a fascinating place to visit, I 
didn’t want to live there. But live there you 
can, as the ship is being turned into a mili¬ 
tary muscum-cum-motel, complete with in¬ 
dividual rooms and restaurant. Though rates 


TOP: Six of the original crew members who 
served aboard the Cabot during World War 
II linked up with her for the final voyage. 

ABOVE: One of hundreds of tiny 
passageways that catacomb the interior of 
the ship. 

haven’t been set, a night aboard this warship 
shouldn’t set you back much, as the owners 
are a non-profit group. 

The Cabot was one of nine CVLs, fast 
carriers able to steam at over 31 knots, built 
immediately after Pearl Harbor to take the 
war to the Japanese. Though smaller and 
capable of carrying only 33 operational air¬ 
craft (compared to nearly 100 on the bigger 
CVs), the Cabots service record is excep¬ 
tional. 

Originally laid down as the light cruiser 
(CL-79) Wilmington but launched in April 
1943 as a fast carrier, the USS Cabot spent 
more time on a combat footing than any 
other carrier save the USS Enterprise . Dur¬ 
ing her 16 months of service in the Pacific 
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ABOVE: Twin-engined kamikaze shot down in flames by antiaircraft fire from USS Cabot 
Most suicide planes were destroyed in the air and crashed harmlessly into the ocean, but 
those that managed to hit ships did extensive damage. 


BELOW: USS Cabot barely missed by Japanese kamikaze suicide plane. Photo shot from 
deck of USS Essex on 6 April 1945. Photos: courtesy U.S. Naval Institute 



Theater of Operations (PTO), she earned 
nine battle stars, was responsible for the 
destruction of 356 enemy planes and sank 
30 ships, including putting three torpedoes 
into the Japanese super battleship Yamato. 

She suffered two kamikaze strikes, two 
bomb hits and weathered five typhoons, 
including one that nearly capsized her in the 
Philippine Sea, during her 133,880 miles of 
combat duty. Small wonder her crew nick¬ 
named her “The Iron Lady.” 

The Iron Lady now makes her home per¬ 
manently in New Orleans harbor and will be 
available for viewing early in 1990. She’s 
the only CVL still intact (see sidebar) and 
one of three carriers permanently docked 
and turned into military museums (the other 
two are the USS Intrepid in New York, and 
the USS Yorktown in Charleston). 

Events that brought the Cabot home were 
set into motion when a group of New Or- 
leaneans interested in American military 
history formed the non-profit Cabot/Dedalo 
Foundation and proceeded to talk the Span¬ 
ish government into giving them — free — 
the flagship of the Royal Spanish Navy, the 
helicopter carrier Dedaio (R-01). Dedalo is 
Spanish for Daedalus, a character in Greek 
mythology who along with his son Icarus 
were the first humans to fly. Attaching 
feathers to their arms with wax, they flew 
for a while, the myth goes, until Icarus 
failed to heed his father and flew too close to 
the sun, which melted the wax holding on 
his feathers. Predictably Icarus then 
pioneered the crash landing. When the Unit¬ 
ed States transferred the Cabot to Spain in 
July 1967 they re-christened her Dedalo , 
presumably because it was their first carrier 
and in a way they too were learning to fly. 

C. Denver Mullican, more than any other 
individual, is responsible for bringing the 
ship to New Orleans. As a graduate student 
in marketing at Central Michigan Universi¬ 
ty, he wrote his Master’s thesis on the eco¬ 
nomic impact of military museums on cities 
such as Mobile, New York and Baltimore. 
Mullican followed this up by writing a letter 
to the editor of the New Orleans newspaper, 
The Times-Picayune , suggesting the city 
also bring a warship to attract tourists. “I 
got a B from the reviewer of my thesis and 
was told the premise was totally unrealistic 
and unworkable. Besides, no country in the 
world would give up an aircraft carrier,” he 
told me. In 1989 he was on deck as the 
Cabot rounded the final bend in the Missis¬ 
sippi River before docking at New Orleans 
harbor. His expression was one of extreme 
satisfaction. The pessimistic professor was 
not-so-curiously absent; this didn’t present 
a major problem as Mullican called him on 
his mobile phone. The subsequent con¬ 
versation was brief. 

Though the ship was a gift from the Span¬ 
ish government, several million dollars had 
to be raised to move her from Rota, Spain, 
to New Orleans and to refurbish her once 
she was there. Donations from local citizens 
trickled in and for a while it looked like 
sufficient funds couldn’t be raised. But then 
American Legion Post 377, Kenner, 


Louisiana, rode to the rescue with their fund 
raising efforts and contributed enough 
“Bingo” money to raise the over half mil¬ 
lion dollars required just for fuel. The post 
will henceforth be based on the carrier. 

As the voyage from Spain to the United 
States would be the Cabot's last, former 
crew members were invited to join the ship 
in Puerto Rico for the final stretch home. 
Lemuel Bacon, Raymond Foss, Robert 
Hanson, Francis Hayde, Steig Johnson, 
Thomas O’Grady and Howard Skidmore 
took them up on their offer and flew out to 
meet the ship. 

A complement of some 350 Royal Span¬ 
ish Navy sailors, one quarter of her normal 
crew, also made the trip to return the Cabot . 


Spain has replaced the ship with a modem 
home-built helicopter carrier the Principe de 
Asturias which was completed in July 1986 
and is the new flagship. 

“The people of Spain feel very close to the 
people of New Orleans. We are pleased to 
give (them) the pride of our fleet as another 
symbol of our friendship,” said Lieutenant 
Commander Manuel Romero, Assistant Nav¬ 
al Attache stationed in Washington D.C. 

It proves that even if you’ve gained a little 
weight, say a couple tons, and spent the last 
22 years as a roost for VTOL warplanes and 
ASW helicopters of a foreign power, you 
can come home again. 

Cabot , we’re mighty glad to have you 
back. ^ 
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Sri Lanka’s 
Army Gears 
Up for 

“Tiger” Hunt 


I T was that magic hour just before dusk. 

That hour when birds cease their cries, 
and the whole world grows still. That hour 
when the sun’s intense rays suddenly soften 
and cause all colors to take on deep, rich 
hues. Even rivulets of sweat stopped their 
cascade down dusty faces. The most hesi¬ 
tant footstep echoed as a shot amid the still¬ 
ness. Thus we paused, several members of 
my escort going down on one knee, their 
Chinese AKs — the T-56 — at the ready. 

Before us stretched the magic that is Sri 
Lanka. An expanse of green rice stalks rip¬ 
pled in the breeze, secure between two rows 
of low, rocky hills. A stone causeway, per¬ 
pendicular to our line of march, intersected 
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Provinces and districts of Sri Lanka. 


this gently swaying carpet. Moving across 
it, to our left, was a small procession of 
villagers returning home, leading an 
elephant. 

Behind them another small group, four 
men, squatted on their haunches and 
watched a second elephant contentedly 
chew branches being spread about him by 
his handler. 

Ahead of the procession on the cause¬ 
way, directly in their line of march, lay a 
Buddhist temple. There a lone monk stood 
amid sails of saffron, the robes of the priest¬ 
ly inhabitants set out to dry. As they passed, 
the villagers and the monk exchanged greet¬ 
ings, then went about their separate tasks. 

We, too, moved on, offering words to the 
second group and warily eyeing the 
elephant. The men chuckled at our unease. 
Then we were gone, intruders in a paradise 
where time, to our minds, had stood still 
even as the modem world had raced into 
turmoil. Our weapons and equipment were 
proof enough of that. 

War in Paradise 

Yet we were not the only intruders in this 
magical world. For two decades the Marxist 
guerrillas of the Janata Vimukthi Peramuna 
(JVP or People’s Liberation Front) have 
sought to overthrow the democratic govern¬ 
ment of Sri Lanka. In 1971 they staged an 
island-wide uprising which collapsed in 
bloody encounters that left some 12,000 
dead. The JVP retreated to its hideouts. 


licked its wounds, and plotted. Now it is 
back — with a vengeance. 

Deaths related to the insurgency present¬ 
ly number between 700 and 1,000 per 
month, depending upon whose figures are 
accepted, a staggering rate for a country of 
just 16 million inhabitants. (The much larg¬ 
er Philippine insurgency, for instance, 
claims a reported 300 casualties per month.) 
Normal life is at a virtual standstill in many 
areas, and the economy is faltering. Troops 
line the streets of Colombo, the capital. 
Counterguerrilla operations daily take in 
hundreds of suspects in rural areas. Despite 
its promises of renewal, the newly elected 
government of President Ranasinghe Pre- 
madasa has been unable to break loose from 
the rigidity and corruption which paralyzed 
the previous administration of Junius R. 
Jayewardene. Further, there are few indica¬ 
tions that it will. For now, signs point to 
even greater violence ahead. 

Two years after they entered the country 
with a Cyprus-style solution allegedly to 
safeguard Sri Lanka’s three million Tamils, 
Indian troops continued to occupy the north 
and east (see 4 ‘Sri Lankan Minefield,” 
March ’88). So far their efforts to establish a 
Tamil puppet state have cost them more 
than 1,000 KIA in battles with their erst¬ 
while allies, the Liberation Tigers of Tamil 
Eelam — LTTE), the separatist group once 
the primary foe of the Sri Lankan forces. 
Despite Indian efforts, LTTE continues to 
battle on, and the Indians are viewed as a 
hostile occupation force by many of the 
people they came to protect. Hence, they 


have agreed to depart by the end of 1989. 

Of more immediate concern to the sol¬ 
diers I am with, the Indian presence has 
inflamed the nationalist passions of the 
Sinhalese majority in the south. All but 
finished, the JVP was able to gain a new 
lease on life by portraying itself as an anti- 
foreign standard bearer. As anti-Indian pas¬ 
sions rose to the boiling point, the JVP 
rushed to channel the dissent into anti- 
government action, using longstanding 
socio-economic-political grievances for 
further recruiting. 

Government response has become a se¬ 
rious threat, out of proportion to its actual 
power and mass base. Put simply, Colombo 
is unable to comprehend the way in which 
the JVP has used the anti-Indian issue as a 
means to tap the local issues of landless¬ 
ness, poverty, unemployment, lack of edu¬ 
cational opportunities, and so forth. In¬ 
stead, it has called upon the security forces 
to beat back the revolt. This they can no 
doubt do for the time being — but not inde¬ 
finitely. 

Strategic issues, of course, are far from 
our minds as we keep a keen eye out for 
guerrillas, so we’ll leave them for a future 
article. Our immediate concern is being 
shot. 

Even this, though, is a remote possibility at 
the moment. The JVP rarely engages the mili¬ 
tary. Instead, it relies almost exclusively upon 
terror and mines. It is waging a holding action 
in the rural areas — where most of the military 
is deployed — while it goes after the jugular, 
the nation’s economy. 

To hold the countryside, the JVP has 
systematically assassinated the natural lead¬ 
ers of society — the doctors, teachers, 
lawyers, village headmen.. .all those who 
provide the glue which gives the body of 
rural existence its spine. Deprived of these 
individuals, the masses are easily controlled 
through selective terror. 

To go after the economy, the JVP has 
infiltrated labor organizations, factories, 
and businesses in Colombo, for that is 
where production is concentrated. Industry 
is at a virtual standstill, functioning only 
intermittently. The loss of tax revenues has 
hit hard a government which, after four 
straight years of budget deficits, was 
already experiencing cash flow problems. 

While lack of government strategy for 
dealing with the JVP has been the insur¬ 
gents’ greatest asset in pulling off this two- 
pronged approach, the insurgents are leav¬ 
ing nothing to chance. They are doing all 
they can to ensure that the security forces do 
not interfere with them. Again, terror is 
their principal weapon. Troops on leave and 
their families are regularly murdered; the 
police find themselves in an even more ex¬ 
posed position, because they live in the very 
areas being contested. Unable to take leave, 
troops become demoralized; unable to move 
their families out of operational zones, 
policemen do not vigorously execute their 
security duties. 

Thus far the JVP has had most success in 
the capital. There, the military has not been 
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given a free rein to attack the problem. 
Elsewhere, in the hinterland, the insurgents 
have proved adept at tapping local griev¬ 
ances but have found themselves stymied by 
effective action led by the army. 

Starting from Scratch 

As in any rebellion, it is the army which is 
the ultimate line of defense. In the Sri Lan¬ 
kan case, this thin line has been created 
virtually from scratch. Commencing with 
the aftermath of July 1983, when nation¬ 
wide anti-Tamil rioting rocked the island 
and signalled the onset of general violence, 
the military buildup has seen the army grow 
from a mere four infantry battalions to 24 
battalions that are nearly twice the size of 
their predecessors. They have grown not 
only numerically, but in effectiveness and 
equipment as well. “The forces,” as they 
are called, are a far cry from the ill- 
prepared, under-equipped body which ex¬ 
isted in 1983. 

Essential to this expansion process has 
been use of the regimental system. Long 
since abandoned by the Americans — 
though it continues to function in some re¬ 
spects — the concept is simplicity itself. A 
regimental center holds the lineage, honors, 
and records of the regiment; it trains new 
recruits who are then placed in component 
battalions. As greater needs arise, the num¬ 
ber of battalions is increased; as circumstan¬ 
ces dictate, they may be likewise demobil¬ 
ized. Always, however, the unit continues 
to exist. 

Battalions take their identity from that 
unit, being numbered accordingly. In Sri 
Lanka, after some consolidations and 



TOP: The most disruptive aspect of cordon 
and search operations is the screening. 
Every male is detained briefly while his 
identity is checked against village registers. 
Here Col. Perara explains the procedure to 
villagers. 

ABOVE: Troops move into position for 
screening operation. Most carry variations 
of the T-56 (Chinese AK), wear U.S. or 
Israeli helmets, Chinese web gear. 


shakedown runs, there are presently five 
regiments: Gajaba, Gemunu Watch, Vi- 
jayabahu Infantry (all three named after 
great kings), Sri Lanka Light Infantry 
(which traces its ancestry to the colonial 
Ceylon Light Infantry), and Singha 
(“Lion”). Their component battalions, five 
each, are numbered one through five. 
Hence, to use the Gajaba Regiment (GR) as 
an illustration, there exist 1 GR, 2 GR and 
so forth. 

My escort is from 5(V) SLLI — the 5th 
Battalion (Volunteers) of the Sri Lanka 
Light Infantry. The “Volunteers” designa¬ 
tion means that a unit is comprised of reser¬ 
vists. Given that most of these units have 


been mobilized throughout a majority of the 
current conflict, the distinction between 
regular and reserve forces has little mean¬ 
ing. Further, regular or reserve, virtually 
the entire Sri Lankan army has been re¬ 
cruited since 1983 and has been fighting 
continuously since that date. 

Once assigned to a battalion, enlisted and 
NCO ranks normally serve there throughout 
a career. Officers move between battalions 
yet remain within the regiment. Periods of 
extra-regimental assignment (called 
“ERA”) ensure career proficiency, but al¬ 
ways officers return to their regiment and, 
normally, their battalion. Thus officers 
know intimately the men they command — 
and vice-versa. Officers also know each 
others’ capabilities well. 

Given its minuscule beginnings, this is 
particularly true of the cream of the Sri 
Lankan officer corps, those who now 
occupy the highest ranks. Initially, while 
basic and advance courses were being cre¬ 
ated (the country had previously met its 
limited needs through foreign training, nor¬ 
mally in India) the answer to officer short¬ 
ages was to increase the span of control. 
Each infantry battalion was given seven 
companies: five line, a headquarters, and a 
support weapons. This 1,200-man body 
allowed the most experienced officers to 
maneuver their fledgling charges. 

It was a difficult unit to control, though, 
given the dispersed deployment require¬ 
ments of guerrilla war. As soon as adequate 
numbers of junior officers became available 
to allow for promotions of more senior per¬ 
sonnel, the size was cut back by one line 
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TOP: Funeral procession of the murdered 
trooper. Hundreds of local residents turned 
out to bury him, despite threats from the 
JVP. 

ABOVE: Beret of Sri Lankan trooper, 
assassinated by communist JVP rebels while 
he was home on leave, is mixed with those 
of honor guard during portion of burial 
ceremony. 


company, bringing strength down to about 
900. Further pruning of the structure will 
progress as officer resources allow. 


For the moment the rapid expansion of 
units and consequent elevation of experi¬ 
enced personnel has meant rapid promo¬ 
tions for many. This has resulted in senior 
ranks, both officer and NCO, which are 
generally young, aggressive, and flexible. 
Many present brigadiers, for example, were 
but lieutenant colonels just a few years ago. 

Junior officers and NCOs function within 
a structure which would be familiar to ser¬ 
vicemen worldwide. Rifle companies con¬ 
sist of four line platoons, each composed of 
three sections (squads) of 10 men each. 
Following British procedure, sections are 



TOP: Two reasons the Sri Lankan army has 
continued to function as well as it has: on 
left is Brig. Viji VVimalaratne (concurrently 
Army G-3 and Gajaba regimental 
commander), and on right is Col. Janaka 
Perara, one of the premier brigade 
commanders. In areas under their 
command these two outstanding soldiers 
have decimated the JVP infrastructure. 

ABOVE: In charge of providing for troops 
on the ground during the operation was Lt, 
Col. Gamini Gunasckera, facing camera. 
Here he reviews with local police where he 
wants men placed in the cordon. 


commanded by corporals. Each normally 
has a light machine gun (LMG) and a gre- 
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nade launcher; the remaining troops carry 
automatic rifles. 

All battalions save two are armed with the 
Chinese-manufactured T-56 (the familiar 
AK produced in three models) and its 
variant, the T-81, which can launch rifle 
grenades; their LMG is the standard 
Chinese export version of the RPD. The two 
non-standard battalions carry the FNC (Fab- 
rique Nationale Carbine) manufactured in 
Belgium, together with the FN Minimi 
SAW (squad automatic weapon). Also pre¬ 
sent, in addition to the T-81, are large num¬ 
bers of H&K Granatpistolen (grenade 
launchers), which are much like the U.S. 
M79, and smaller numbers of Armscor 
40mm six-shot grenade launchers. These 
are augmented by RPG-7 rocket launchers 
and 60mm mortars in each platoon head¬ 
quarters. Battalion support weapons are 
predicated upon the mission, and upon 
availability. Typical would be a heavy 
machine-gun section with two .50 Brown¬ 
ings, a mortar section with 10 81mm mor¬ 
tars, and an anti-tank section with four 
106mm recoilless rifles. 

To teach the employment of these 
weapons, both individually and in coordi¬ 
nated units, required the creation of a 
schooling infrastructure which six years ago 
did not exist. Courses ranging from Junior 
Leadership (for NCOs) to Combat in Built- 
up Areas had to be designed and im¬ 
plemented. Although the demands were 
staggering, they were met surprisingly 
quickly and professionally. 

It took longer to evolve a tactical com¬ 


mand structure. Only in the past few years 
has the army placed its battalions under 
permanent, numbered brigades — though 
these remain continually flexible in com¬ 
position— and its brigades under divisions. 
In theory, there is a brigade for each of Sri 
Lanka’s nine provinces. These are grouped 
into three division headquarters, only two of 
which are operational, the third being desig¬ 
nated for the area presently under Indian 
occupation. 

When a battalion is assigned to a brigade 
it, of course, responds to the orders of the 
latter’s commander. The regimental com¬ 
mander handles recruit training and person¬ 
nel assignments (officer assignments are 
formally done by army headquarters but 
with the advice of the regimental comman¬ 
der). The regimental commander also main¬ 
tains battalion equipment stores. Supplies 
are ordered through cantonments (since the 
war is internal, units revolve around more- 
or-less permanent installations). Ammuni¬ 
tion is drawn directly from army headquar¬ 
ters, though there are plans to decentralize 
this authority to the divisions. Such are the 
demands for manpower that the regimental 
output is further augmented by three nation¬ 
al training centers. In time it is hoped to 
standardize procedures, possibly sending 
all personnel through national training, then 
assigning them to their regimental centers 
for unit training and indoctrination. For the 
moment the pressing requirements of con¬ 
tinual combat have led to ad hoc solutions. 

Organization for Combat 

Superimposed upon the tactical organiza- 


Urban ops also occupy units, for like many 
developing countries, Sri Lanka, though 
classified as predominantly “rural,” 
actually has large concentrations of its 
population in town and urban centers. 
Trooper here, carrying T-56-2 (side folding 
stock) Chinese-made AK, assists in general 
security during search. 

tion of the army is another ad hoc solution, 
the counterinsurgency structure. Adminis¬ 
tratively, Sri Lanka’s provinces are already 
divided into districts, 22 in all (see map), 
each headed by a government agent (GA) 
who sees to it that government services and 
programs are carried out. These GAs are 
now paired with a coordinating officer 
whose responsibility it is to handle the 
security effort for the district. Often, to sim¬ 
plify the chain of command, the coordinat¬ 
ing officer will be the commander of the 
battalion operating in that district. The bri¬ 
gade commanders, in turn, act as chief coor¬ 
dinating officers for their provinces and re¬ 
port to area commanders. Areas 1 and 2 
divide the Sinhalese heartland into southern 
and northern sectors, respectively; Area 3 is 
the Tamil-populated area under Indian 
occupation. 

Used historically with considerable effect 
by the British and French, this system has the 
advantage of setting in place security person¬ 
nel whose mission is to win back their areas. 
They may be assigned assets, military and 
civil, as circumstances dictate. Coordinating 
officers control all security forces deployed in 
their districts; they are to work closely with the 
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GAs to develop a plan for the protection of 
normal civilian administrative and area de¬ 
velopment functions. 

For this work they are aided by a perma¬ 
nent staff whose job it is to know intimately 
the area. In particular, intelligence person¬ 
nel remain at the “Coord’ ’ headquarters and 
guide the employment of operational per¬ 
sonnel. 

Previously, this framework culminated in 
a Joint Operations Center (JOC), headed by 
the country’s only four-star general, Cyril 
Ranatunga. But the JOC never really hit its 
stride as a coordinating body. Instead, 
manned by senior serving officers, it 
usurped actual command functions to such 
an extent that it became the military. The 
service headquarters, in particular the army, 
were reduced to little more than administra¬ 
tive centers. The current system has the JOC 
functioning as a weak supreme command, 
with the service chiefs rotating as its head at 
three-month intervals. This clumsy arrange¬ 
ment is sure to fall by the wayside, too, as 
operational requirements become more 
pressing. 

While the JOC did not function as in¬ 
tended, General Ranatunga was far more 
successful in building esprit and the unity 
essential for the conduct of operations. This 
took considerable doing. 

When Sri Lanka’s minimal forces were 
first posted to the Tamil north, prior to July 
1983, they were small, lightly armed and 
equipped, and minimally trained. Units 
understood little about the complexities of 
guerrilla war in an island the size of Ireland . 



TOP: Troops place barricades to seal off 
area. 


ABOVE: Key difference between such 
operations conducted by indigenous forces 
and outside assistance (e.g. Americans in 
Vietnam) is the ability of the security forces 
to talk with people, which automatically 
defuses many potentially troublesome 
situations. 

The troops kept themselves occupied by 
running in convoy up and down the main 
roads, the soldiers amusing themselves by 
using long poles to knock civilians off their 
bicycles. It was all great sport; and while the 
local populace protested vigorously against 


the unseemly conduct of the “occupying 
army” — the troops were virtually ail 
Sinhalese — casualties normally were few 
on both sides. 

Still, there were excesses, especially in 
the first half of 1983 as tension mounted and 
the guerrillas became more active. Just be¬ 
fore the July 1983 explosion, the govern¬ 
ment was forced to move vigorously to pun¬ 
ish these abuses. In the most serious inci¬ 
dent, members of the 1st Battalion Rajarata 
Rifles were disciplined after taking retalia¬ 
tory actions against civilians. To protest 
these measures, nearly 100 other soldiers 
went on strike and then deserted. The entire 
battalion was consequently disbanded; the 
deserters, once rounded up, were cashiered 
out of the service, as were some members of 
the chain of command. The remaining unit 
men were combined with another under- 
strength regular battalion (1st Battalion Wi- 
jayaba Regiment) to form the first unit of an 
entirely new reigment, the Gajaba. This left 
just four infantry battalions on the eve of 
what was to quickly become a war. 

There followed years of hard fighting and 
considerable turmoil (see “Counterin- 
surgenv in Sri Lanka,” February ’87). Yet 
gradually the organization came to grips 
with the situation. In the absence of an over¬ 
all government plan for dealing with the 
situation in the Tamil area, army operations 
were proceeding in a vacuum. Still, this 
shortcoming had little effect on the day-to- 
day growth of the military as a corporate 
body, because its first priority was simply to 
win back the large areas of the country 


Troops move warily through temple complex in rural area. JVP terrorists frequently assume the flowing, saffron robes of a monk, which 
can readily hide an AK. 
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which had fallen under insurgent sway. 

Security must predicate the political ac¬ 
tion which will address structural griev¬ 
ances. Initially, until it developed as a mili¬ 
tary force, the army was incapable of pro¬ 
viding this security. Once it had expanded 
and regrouped, so to speak, it proved itself 
more than a match for the guerrillas, who, it 
should be added, were well-armed and 
highly motivated. 

Virtually all officers agree that the turn¬ 
ing point, at least militarily, came with the 
“Liberation I” offensive launched in May 
1987. Using a two-brigade operation (each 
brigade with two battalions), the forces suc¬ 
ceeded in seizing half of the only remaining 
guerrilla stronghold, the Jaffna Peninsula. 
Fighting was intense, but the units func¬ 
tioned well. 

It was at this point that the Indians inter¬ 
vened. Initially, Sri Lanka acquiesced to 
their presence under the provisions of a 
peace accord whereby India was to disarm 
the guerrillas. As New Delhi failed to live 
up to its end of the deal, however, attempt¬ 
ing to set up a state tied to New Delhi and 
largely independent of Colombo, Sri Lan¬ 
kan sentiment turned against it. Indian tardi¬ 
ness in leaving continues to poison relations 
between the two neighbors. 

A War of Tactics 

Regardless, these problems have re¬ 
mained on the plane of foreign policy, for 
the Sri Lankan forces are completely com¬ 
mitted in the Sinhalese south. There, they 
have demonstrated a knowledge of counter¬ 
insurgency techniques and theory surpri¬ 
singly advanced for so young a force. 

Paramount is the recognition that there 
must be a political strategy for dealing with 
the issues which are allowing the insurgents 
to gain strength. Ominously, in my most 
recent two weeks in the field, I could find no 
officer, from the lowest lieutenant to the 
highest general, who believed that the na¬ 
tion’s leadership had an understanding of 
what the war was all about. 

“These politicians are always making 
things a shambles, ’ ’ a second lieutenant told 
me from the base where he commanded a 
two-platoon force. “They go for short term 
popularity. In a few years, they can leave 
office. But the army and the police don’t get 
to leave. We have to deal with the problems 
they have left behind. What we need is 
honesty and a plan.’’ 

Indeed, it is these two issues — corrup¬ 
tion and the lack of a plan — which crop up 
over and over again. 

“It is the children of our battered peasan¬ 
try who are joining the JVP,’’ analyzes a 
government agent as his coordinating offic¬ 
er partner nods agreement. ‘ ‘The root cause 
of these troubles is landlessness.” 

“We are in a race for the minds of our 
children, ’ ’ adds the coordinating officer. ‘ ‘I 
don’t believe in body count, but the politi¬ 
cians do. How are we going to resolve this 
problem? We have been at this for 18-19 
years. These people aren’t thinking. We 
need a solution!” 

Opines a brigade commander in another 


area, “The army can only do so much. It 
can restore the situation to a point. But if 
there is no effort to address the socio¬ 
economic causes, all this will come back. 
We have to have some sort of plan to guide 
us. But I doubt if we’ll get it. The politicians 
have made a real mess of things. We can’t 
expect people who are a part of the problem 
to recognize it.” 

One of his battalion commanders noted, 
“Our corrupt powerholders are the major 
reason we have this situation. If you take the 
sympathizers, they’re not really JVP. 
They’re just anti-government.” 

A company commander of the battalion 
observed, “The mechanisms for hearing 
people are not very effective. There are real 
reasons why people are on the road. But 
there are are no solutions being offered.” 

As on a ship at sea without a compass, 
each ‘ ‘captain’’ has made do as best he can. 
Unlike in Colombo, the situation in the rural 
areas, though very unsettled, seems under 
control. This is so only because the coordi¬ 
nating officers and tactical commanders, 
older and wiser after their experiences in the 
Tamil areas, are more than capable of plan¬ 
ning their own mini-campaigns. 

The Achilles heel of their efforts, of 
course, is that in the absence of coordination 
and guidance, each commander must con¬ 
stantly re-invent the wheel and deal with 
problems beyond his control. He can only 
ameliorate their local impact. 

“Look at this map,” says a coordinating 
officer, pointing to the wall. The green 
areas are small river valleys where the peo¬ 
ple are clustered. They were driven from 
their land when the British took it over for 
the estates [tea and rubber in this particular 
area]. Now, with population growth, there 
are too many people for the land. And where 
can the people go? See these villages here? 
They can’t even be reached by road. It takes 
five hours to get to the nearest school. So the 
children grow up without an education and 
no hope for meaningful employment. So 
they’re stuck in their poverty. But all around 
they see what was once their land, and they 
see the people living on it getting rich. And 
those people are Indians [most laborers on 
the tea estates are Indian Tamils brought 
over by the British when the Sinhalese 
peasantry proved to be a less-than-docile 
work force]. Now the Indian laborers are 
followed by Indian troops. Then along 
comes someone who tells them he’ll set all 
this right, that he’ll get rid of the govern¬ 
ment that sold out the country and made 
everyone poor. Is it any wonder people join 
the JVP? I do what I can, but... ” 

So daily the commanders send their 
troops out on operations, primarily cordon 
and searches, as well as night ambushes, 
generated by intelligence leads. Units 
appear to have little trouble getting informa¬ 
tion once they establish their presence in an 
area. One commander with whom I stayed 
was deluged by a hundred letters a day, 
80-90 percent of which he estimated con¬ 
tained accurate information. 

Why such a response? Paradoxically, the 


army’s presence eliminates the worst abuses 
of the system. It does this by enforcing a 
standard of conduct the system itself is un¬ 
willing to provide. 

Explains a brigade commander: “When I 
come to an area, I immediately explain to 
them that I have come to serve the people. 
But, I add, we in a democratic society have 
one way of doing things — that is to elect 
representatives who pass laws. Anyone who 
violates the law in my area will be punished, 
regardless of position or political affiliation. 
As soon as the people see that I mean what I 
say, things improve.” 

As if to validate his judgement, a local 
civilian told me, ‘ ‘In this area democracy is 
here. The security forces help us.” 

Most people, it is clear, do not want to 
become insurgents. Rather, when the im¬ 
mediate abuses of the system are halted, 
they are only too willing to go back to the 
business of figuring out how they are going 
to put bread on the table. And, because they 
retain faith that ultimately the democratic 
system will respond to them, they are only 
too willing to inform on the JVP once they 
see that there is a viable hope for function¬ 
ing democracy. 

There are dangers inherent to such a pos¬ 
ture, of course. Most fundamentally, it can¬ 
not go on forever. 

“The situation requires a political solu¬ 
tion,” observes a coordinating officer. 
“The security forces are only suppressing 
what the problems throw up. My troops are 
tired. We have been at this for six straight 
years, first in the north, now here. The boys 
cannot go home on leave [due to the JVP 
terror campaign]; their families are not safe. 
We are still holding up, but everyone has his 
breaking point.” 

Similarly, the constant strain of opera¬ 
tions can lead to abuses. Though I witnessed 
no such indiscipline, the daily papers carry 
claims of innocent civilians killed in the 
course of stability operations. Undoubted¬ 
ly, at least some are accurate. 

On operations I accompanied, though, 
troop behavior was consistently good. This 
is remarkable given the human engineering 
involved in an average cordon and search, 
Sri Lankan style. 

An area is surrounded; then every young 
male is taken to a collection point. Subse¬ 
quently, at a central processing facility, 
each individual has his identity card 
checked and his presence matched against 
village registers. Any stranger who cannot 
explain his presence in the area is detained, 
as are those identified by JVP defectors, 
“magic eyes” who view the lineup from 
concealed positions just as in any detective 
movie. As quickly as the individuals are 
checked out OK, they are sent out the front 
door to the arms of waiting, often wailing, 
relatives. 

The average “take” seems to be low. 
Typically, in one operation I accompanied, 
a single youth, of hundreds processed, was 
found in possession of JVP literature and 

Continued on page 101 
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Soviet KLMK camouflage face mask, which 
author describes as conjuring up a punk 
Lone Ranger. 


W HEN Lieutenant General Boris Gro¬ 
mov stepped onto the bridge that 
joins Afghanistan and the Soviet Union 
across the Amu Darya River, he turned his 
back on more than humiliating defeat after 
nine years of protracted war with the mu¬ 
jahideen resistance fighters. He turned his 
back on some 250 Soviet MIAs—prisoners 
of the muj — and an estimated 15,000 
KIAs. He also left behind massive amounts 
of war materiel ranging from small arms — 
AKs, RPGs and recoilless rifles — up to 
heavy artillery and the transportation to de¬ 
ploy this arsenal of captured arms, and also 
the more humble, but no less important, 
accouterments of the Soviet conscript’s kit 
— his uniform and insignia. 

In the two years prior to the Soviet military 
pullout from Afghanistan this apparel began 


turning up in ever-increasing amounts in the 
city of Peshawar, capital of Pakistan’s North 
West Frontier Province (NWFP), which bor¬ 
ders eastern Afghanistan. 

Peshawar, which is connected by road to 
the Afghan capital Kabul via the famous 
Khyber Pass, is a frontier town and home of 
that fiercely proud and independent tribes¬ 
man, the Pathan. Whether he be an Afridi, a 
Mahmand, a Turi or a Waziri, the Pathan 
bows to no man. Even today Pathan tribal 
turf is not fully integrated into the federal 
union that is Pakistan. The NWFP is divided 
into two zones known as the Settled Dis¬ 
tricts and the Tribal Areas. 

The Settled Districts, including Pesha¬ 
war, come under the full jurisdiction of the 
local and central governments, whereas the 
Tribal Areas, comprising seven so-called 
Political Agencies, are semi-autonomous, a 
legacy of the Imperial British Empire’s fail¬ 
ure to subjugate the warrior-like Pathans. 

In their villages in the Tribal Areas of the 
NWFP the Pathans rule themselves, invest¬ 


ing obedience in a code of honor called 
Pukhtunwali rather than individual leaders, 
wherein breaches of conduct are generally 
tried in open forum known as the tribal 
jirga, in which every man may exercise his 
right of say. 

Even though a Pathan owes allegiance 
only to his immediate clan and thereafter his 
tribe, Pukhtunwali calls for hospitality to 
strangers and the granting of sanctuary to 
those on the run, whether running from the 
law or from another clan as the result of a 
killing. Pathans are often quick to take 
offense at slights real or imagined, and in¬ 
sults or transgressions against one’s kin call 


BORDER TALK 

Jake Border is a regular SOF corre¬ 
spondent who has spent many months 
inside Afghanistan His most recent arti¬ 
cle was ‘Bagh-i-ZaqiraGarden Party,” 
December ’89. 
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Afghan Plunder 

Makes for Post-War Profits 

Text & Photos by Jake Border 


BELOW: Afghan “war rugs” are cheap but attractive collector’s items available in 
Pakistan — and at the SOF Convention. 


for badal, or revenge — usually out of the 
barrel of a gun. 

Killings are common and sometimes ba¬ 
dal results in family feuds which carry over 
from one generation to the next. This ex¬ 
plains, in part, the Pathan penchant for 
guns. But while Pathans are quick on the 
draw to satisfy honor over a wrongdoing 
among themselves, they are even quicker at 
closing ranks and uniting to defend them¬ 
selves against the interference of an outsid¬ 
er, as both the British last century and the 
Russians more recently have learned at 
great expense. 

What has this got to do with Russian 
uniforms in Peshawar? Just about every¬ 
thing. The Durand Line, drawn upon a map 
in 1893 to determine the accepted interna¬ 
tional boundary between what was then 
British Raj-ruled India and Afghanistan, cut 
right through the traditional homelands of 
the Pathans, so that today the Pathans are a 
nation divided. Cartographically speaking, 
that is. 


Whatever their internal differences may 
be, Pathans are no respecters of arbitrary 
lines drawn on paper. They cross mountain 
passes at will from one country to the other 
with an ability that confounds all authorities 
trying to impose regulation on their move¬ 
ments. 

It was this ability that contributed so 
greatly to the Russians’ defeat, for they 
found it impossible to bottle up the mujahi¬ 
deen and strangle them of supplies needed 
for their war effort. And so it is today for the 
Pakistan authorities trying to control the 
epidemic of smuggling across the border 
from Afghanistan to the villages and towns 
of the NWFP. 

Only on the main roads in the Tribal 
Areas does the Pakistan government have 
any authority over the Pathans, so contra¬ 
band is simply trucked or packed by mules 
over small trails where the authorities would 
have no jurisdiction even if they knew of 
their existence. Foreign liquor — Scotch 
whiskey and Russian vodka—for example, 
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finds its way from Afghanistan to the black 
market of Peshawar in this way, where in 
spite of religious prohibition there is a ready 
demand from buyers willing to pay the ex¬ 
orbitant prices. 

Drugs arrive in the same manner. It is in 
the Tribal Areas of the NFWP that much of 
Afghanistan’s opium crop is converted to 
high-grade heroin, later to be smuggled to a 
growing domestic, and ever-needy, interna¬ 
tional market. The tribal town of Old Barra, 
once an entrepot for predominantly 
Japanese-made consumer goods smuggled 
from Afghanistan, has now been closed 
down and re-established just on the outskirts 
of Peshawar, on the main road to the Khyber 
Pass, because of its more sinister trafficking 
in hashish and heroin. New Barra is easier 
for the law to keep an eye on. 

Darra, the town in Adam Khel territory 
south of Peshawar, has long been associated 
with the arms trade, and the war in Afghani¬ 
stan accelerated its prominence, as Soviet 
weapons trickled across the border for sale 
there. In Peshawar, Afghan refugees who 
run souvenir and handicraft shops were 
quick to seize the opportunity to profit from 
the Soviet presence in their country through 
their connections on both sides of the porous 
border. 

Soviet military gear began going on sale. 
At first it was predominantly the brass- 
buckled belts with the characteristic ham¬ 


mer and sickle inside the large star that 
appeared, and more often than not they were 
second-hand goods — a grisly, if graphic, 
reminder that not all the 100,000 Soviet 
occupation troops who entered Afghanistan 
were rotated out or shipped home by 15 
February 1989. 

Cap badges also appeared at the same 
time, often disfigured by pious muj venting 
their anti-communist venom, but gradually, 
as the canny Afghan dealers got in tune with 
Western demands, they began supplying the 
traditional ushanka fur hats and service caps 
with badges. These were often brand new 
stock, direct from the quartermaster’s 
stores. This move was prompted by British 
and American buyers placing orders with 
the Afghan merchants, who were in turn 
aided by corrupt Ivans willing to supply 
their requirements. 

As one Afghan merchant put it, “Most of 
this stuff comes from direct sales with the 
shuravi [enemy]. From the base an officer, 
never a lower rank, makes contact with 
some Afghans. Usually he wants to acquire 
something — hashish, Afghan clothes to 
resell — but he has no cash to offer. There¬ 
fore he comes up with uniforms, belts and 
badges instead.” 

Cruising the bazaars of Peshawar, I soon 
discovered the best stock of Soviet para¬ 
phernalia in a small shop down a lane just up 
from Green’s Hotel on Saddar, the main 


street of the new city of Peshawar. Abdul 
was pleased to meet someone who had been 
inside Afghanistan and who could speak a 
little Farsi, but it didn’t help in getting 
cheaper prices. 

In 1984-85 Abdul stocked a few army 
belts; by 1987-88 he had a full range of 
insignia and uniforms. There were cheap 
metal buttons with the hammer and sickle 
emblem; arm patches from various units, 
most commonly motorized rifle troops and 
airborne troops; colored collar tabs; cap 
badges of several ranks, ranging from plain 
red stars through elegant gold-leaf clustered 
cockades; and several kinds of branch 
emblems worn as lapel pins such as the 
crossed cannon of the artillery and the small 
tank of the armored troops. 

There were shoulder boards of privates 
(red) and sergeants (blue), both with the 
Cyrillic inscription “CA” — meaning 
4 *Sovietskaya Armiya, ’ ’ as well as the more 
elaborately decorated officer’s boards with 
stars and braid. What I noticed in common 
among all this gear was its shoddy manufac¬ 
ture. The cap badges looked like the free 
gifts I used to get out of the breakfast comies 
box when I was a kid, and one set of red 
shoulder boards I examined were stiffened 
not with the usual plain cardboard but with 
cuttings from Pravda! 

The price for Soviet army belts has al¬ 
ways been about Rs (rupees) 50-60 (U.S. 


Arms shop in Landi Kotal. You name it, they’ve got it. Hand grenades, AKs, RPG-18s, radios, flares, tank periscopes, bayonets, LMGs, 
and everything else under the sun. 
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TOP: Kalashnikov carpets are woven by 
enterprising Afghan refugees who have 
created pieces depicting AKs, RPGs, pistols, 
bullets, tanks and helicopters. 

ABOVE: All types of military clothing are 
for sale in Rawalpindi bazaar. Here author 
tries on U.S. Held jacket. 


$2.50-3.00); shoulder boards Rs 100 ($5) a 
pair; cap badges, depending on size, from 
Rs 100-120 ($5-6). Better deals can some¬ 
times be found buying hat and badge 
together—I got a synthetic fur ushanka for 
Rs 250 ($12.50) and an officer’s parade cap 
for only Rs 180 ($9). Some goods have 
already disappeared from the market since 
the Soviet pullout, especially arm patches, 
which used to be common and cheap at Rs 
50 ($2.50) each. No longer. Now they are 
extremely rare. Afghan ingenuity has 
solved that little problem, albeit fraudulent¬ 
ly, by manufacturing fakes! The black tank 
helmets are still common, if expensive (Rs 
800, U.S. $40), but some of them are said to 
be of Chinese origin, having been provided 
for the Chinese-made T-59 battle tanks in 
use by the Pakistan army. 

The komuflirovanniy letniy maskir- 
ovochniy kombinezon (KLMK) camou¬ 
flage Soviet battle-smock is an interesting 
collector’s item. Initially issued for snipers. 


it is now in general use by all ranks. Abdul 
had six of them in the winter of 1987, when 
he sold me one for Rs 650 ($32.50). A 
deadly looking outfit, it is reversible, fea¬ 
tures a “crap-flap” in the back and also 
comes with a matching eye-mask that con¬ 
jures images of a punk Lone Ranger. 

The following year I wanted a KLMK for a 
mate and Abdul had none—not only couldn’t 
get any more, but wanted to buy mine back 
again. Although the Peshawar price would be 
about Rs 800-1000 ($40-50) if available, I 
bought two pairs in late 1988 in the Panjshir 
Valley for the Afghan equivalent of Rs 150 
($7.50) each. Just like the summer Soviet 
army khaki uniforms that Ahmad Shah Mas- 
soud’s Central Units forces wear, these 
KLMK were purchased wholesale from Kabul 
in brand new condition. 


While buying that KLMK from Abdul 
that year, I met a young American-educated 
Afghan who was out in Pakistan on holiday. 
Yamar claimed to be related to Gailani of 
the NIFA mujahideen party, with whom he 
had just spent three weeks in the Kunar. He 
had found a place in the old city of Peshawar 
that sold the Soviet AKM bayonets and 
would show me; perhaps I could get a cheap 
price too. I couldn’t — his cost only Rs 800 
($40) but I had to pay Rs 1000 ($50). I was 
told that was cheap; some foreigners were 
paying as much as U.S. $100 cash. At least I 
had matching serial numbers on the blade 
and the sheath. 

That seems crazy now, for a year later in 
Peshawar the price had dropped to only Rs 
5-600 ($30). Even Abdul would let one go 
for that price. By 1989 Abdul had shifted 


BELOW: Brand new Soviet belts for sale in Peshawar. Canny Afghan merchants wanting to 
cash in on demand for Soviet paraphernalia often buy goods from corrupt Ivans looking to 
make a buck. 
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ABOVE: Peshawar merchant has various 
Soviet badges for sale, displayed on carpet 
decorated with Kalashnikov. 

gears again, and with the offensive against 
Jalalabad in full swing he was handling bulk 
stock, most of which had been smuggled 
into Peshawar and sold to him by mujahi¬ 
deen in need of spending money. 

What Abdul didn't stock you couldn’t 
guess. He had the lot. Name it: flak vests 
(Rs 3.500, $175), usually with a bullet hole 
somewhere testifying more often than not to 
the satisfied curiosity of the muj; rubberized 
NBC suits (Rs 600, $30); parachutes (Rs 
11,000, $550); BTR-60 infrared night vi¬ 


TOP: Peter Jouvenal, filmmaker and dealer 
in Soviet uniforms. 

sion periscopes (Rs 1,500, $75); brand new 
khaki summer uniforms (Rs 600, $30); kha¬ 
ki summer-issue bush hats with red star (Rs 
120, $6); rucksacks (Rs 100, $5); water 
bottles (Rs 150, $7.50); and tank radios, 
overcoats, weapons-cleaning kits, ammo 
pouches, gas masks and helmets. 

One day, a Slavic type walked into 
Abdul’s shop as we sat drinking green tea 
and discussing prices for some insignia I 
wanted. He spoke fluent Farsi and I thought 
he was Abdul’s friend by the familiarity 
with which he poked around. He looked 



ABOVE: Paki “entrepreneurs” 
manufacture phoney Sov gear. Note fake 
shoulder board and arm patch with upside 
down hammer and sickle. 

over the Russian stuff, remarked on its ori¬ 
gins as if to confirm his findings, then 
walked out again without showing any in¬ 
terest in buying. “He has a face like a Rus¬ 
sian,” said Abdul, who had never seen him 
before. 

Looks like a Russian — my thought ex¬ 
actly. Perhaps the opposition was keeping 
tabs on the flow of materiel from Afghani¬ 
stan. Apparently the Pak authorities did too. 
At one shop the owner insisted that every- 


* 
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recoilless rifle. And here AKM bayonets 
were a mere Rs 200 ($10) each. 

For crowd control you could pick up a 
7.62mm PK GPMG for Rs 40,000 ($200) 
(ammo no problem) or for personal defense a 
Tokarev TT-33 pistol for Rs 10,000 ($500). 
For the antique buff there was a Maxim dated 
‘"Berlin 1918,” for the Korean War vet an Ml 
carbine and for the hit-man there was an UZI 
packed in a neat little attache case. 

Russian kit is now even turning up as far 
afield from the battle front as Islamabad, the 
capital of Pakistan. In several locations, 
belts, fur hats and complete uniforms are 
being offered for sale, at slightly inflated 


Miscellaneous Soviet military kit in Afghan shop in Peshawar. From left: parachute (in 
window), NBC suit, gas mask, gas mask filters (on floor), radios and water bottles, assorted 
uniforms. 


thing be photographed inside; he was afraid 
the police would harass him if they saw any 
military gear. “Very problem,” he argued. 
“Police coming asking where you get this 
from?” 

My guess is that the Paks are more con¬ 
cerned about bombs or explosives being 
smuggled into Peshawar along with the in¬ 
nocuous equipment. Actually it would be 
relatively easy to do this — you can buy 
hand grenades in the New Barra bazaar, 
which straddles the boundary line between 
Tribal and Settled areas. There are police 
and customs checkposts there but checks are 
cursory. 

Less than an hour’s drive west of Pesha¬ 
war brings you to the town of Landi Kotal, 
about 15 minutes short of the border post of 
Torkham on the other side of the Khyber 
Pass. It’s off limits to foreigners without a 
special permit but it’s not difficult to reach if 
you pass yourself off as an Afghan. Landi 
Kotal is not without a government presence 
(at least two ZKU-23-4 antiaircraft guns can 
be seen from the main bazaar), but other¬ 
wise it’s tribal territory — and anything 
goes. 

Apart from the drug bazaar where shop¬ 
keepers openly sell hashish in a great many 
varieties of form and quality, as well as 
conducting more discreet dealings in opium 
and heroin, Landi Kotal has a fantastic arms 
bazaar, now fed from the conflict around 
Jalalabad. Weapons range in sophistication 
from simple .25-caliber pen pistols in¬ 
scribed “Made in Japan” (Rs 60, $3) to 
23mm ZKU cannons (Rs 90,000, $4,500). I 
saw a group of Wahabi Arabs buying 82mm 
Egyptian-made mortars (Rs 20,000 each, 
$1,000) and a mujahideen commander sell¬ 
ing Russian-made Kalashnikovs (Rs 12,500 
each, $625). You could buy seven different 
types of hand grenade (including willie- 
peter), an RPG-7, RPG-18 or an 82mm 


prices over Peshawar. AKM bayonets are 
being flogged for U.S. $200 each, and no 
doubt finding willing buyers among mem¬ 
bers of the diplomatic community there ea¬ 
ger to impress visitors with the heroics of 
their job by showing off a piece of genuine 
wartime military memorabilia. 

Sadly, not all the military kit for sale has 
come from the battle zone. In the main 
bazaar of Islamabad’s sister city, Rawalpin¬ 
di, Afghans and locals are selling field jack¬ 
ets and sleeping bags donated to the mujahi¬ 
deen political parties for their fighters in the 
field. Some (new) jackets still carry the 
label which reads: “Gift from the Saudi Red 
Crescent Relief Committee”; others (used) 
carry the logo “U.S. Army.” 

Now whether there is wholesale dumping 
by the political parties or whether individual 
muj who have been recipients of these gifts 
later sell them for profit is not clear; a mixture 
of both is probably true. However, in a district 
of the old city of Peshawar called Afghan 
Colony there is a bazaar that has been dubbed 
by long-staying Westerners here as the “U.S. 
Aid Bazaar,” since the bulk of the military 
clothing is ex-U.S. Army. 

I have personally kitted myself for sever¬ 
al trips inside Afghanistan with gear bought 
here. A lot dates from Vietnam — flak 
vests, jungle boots, rip-stop cammie pants, 
combat jackets, etc. More exotic finds were 
airforce winter pants with zips all over and a 
pilot’s survival vest with enough pockets 
and pouches for every conceivable type of 
gadget and weapon. 

The precedent for this trade in military 
surplus goes back to the time of the British. 
There is yet another bazaar just off Sadder in 
the new city that deals in moldy remnants of 
the allies’ struggle against fascism. Here, 


Continued on page 100 


Shop at Landi Kotal, Pathan tribal territory, near the Khyber Pass. Note 23mm ZKU and 
82mm mortar. 
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1 Trains Dogs ol* War 
















I N the early morning darkness Private 
Shorty Shepherd moved slowly through 
heavy bush along the Thai-Laotian border. 
His patrol sector covered the perimeter of 
the U. S. Air Force base at Udom, Thailand, 
a prime target for Communist Terrorist (CT) 
sappers intent on infiltrating the base and 
attacking the combat aircraft present. 

From time to time Shorty would stop and 
listen carefully for any sound that might 
indicate enemy presence. Although there 
was a faint breeze, it provided no relief from 
the damp heat, only stirring the occasional 
flight of mosquitoes searching for food. 

Suddenly, a few meters to Shepherd’s 
front, a black-clad figure rose from the 
bush, a satchel charge in one hand, an AK in 
the other. .Without a second’s hesitation, 
Shorty attacked the terr, who whirled and 
fired, hitting him in the chest, spinning him 
around, but not stopping his charge. Both 
figures smashed into the ground, Shorty on 
top, the CT below struggling to free his AK 
for a killing shot. The only sounds heard 
were hoarse grunts from the fighting pair, 
then a scream of agony as the terr’s right 
forearm snapped with a sharp crack. 
Although Pvt. Shepherd had no arms, he 
had an awesome set of murderous teeth with 
a 2,000-pounds per square inch pressure 
capability. 

When help arrived. Shorty was mede- 
vaced and treated for the chest wounds from 
which he fully recovered. 

That action, on 13 January 1968, marked 
the first incident of combat involving a 
scout dog trained by the U.S. Army for duty 


LEFT: Thai dog trainer orders German 
Shepherd to attack SOF Editor/Publisher 
Robert K. Brown. 

TOP INSET: Private Shorty Shepherd still 
intimidates visitors to the Pak Chong 
Military Dog Center. 

CENTER INSET: Doberman during 
obedience training. 

BOTTOM FAR LEFT: Thai canine units 
are used extensively by Thai military and 
police. 

BOTTOM LEFT: Anyone for inviting the 
Rottweilers over for dinner? 


in Thailand against Communist Terrorist 
infiltrators. 

Shorty returned to active duty and lived to 
the ripe old age of 13 before passing on to 
the big kennel in the sky. His remains, with 
the help of an expert taxidermist, can be 
seen at the headquarters of the Military Dog 
Center at Pak Chong, Thailand. 

If Shorty were alive today he would be 
proud of his successors, all 1,000 of them, 
who are being trained at the center. They all 
possess the same courage and fighting spirit 
that made Shorty unhesitatingly take on a 
CT with an AK and take him down even 
after he’d himself been shot at close range. 

Through the courtesy of the Thai army 
our SOF team, Editor/Publisher Robert K. 
Brown, Paul Fanshaw and myself, were 
cleared to visit the center and report on its 
activities. On our arrival we were met by the 
deputy commander. Colonel Suban Nanta- 
wan, representing the commanding officer. 
Colonel Suwanasung, who was away at the 
time. We were escorted by Col. Nantawan 
to a briefing area facing a large parade field 
where a series of demonstrations of the 
dogs’ capabilities were held. 

Covering approximately 100 acres, the 
center houses 1,000 dogs, 600 army person- 


Thais have largest canine operation in the 
world. Over 1,000 dogs are in various 
stages of training. 


nel and six full-time veterinarians. It was 
founded 21 years ago in response to exces¬ 
sive Thai casual ties from mines and booby 
traps. The U.S. Army sent cadre to organize 
the operation, which is now the largest in 
the free world, an ironic comparison to the 
current, nearly nonexistent, U.S. capabili¬ 
ties in the area of canine warfare. 

The United States currently has only one 
large facility, shared by all branches of the 
military, at Lackland Air Force Base in 
Texas. The U.S. Air Force uses dogs to the 
greatest extent, with the other branches re¬ 
lying more on high-tech detection devices. 

Dogs bred at the Pak Chong center are 
trained in one or more of the following 
areas: mine, narcotics and firearms detec¬ 
tion, sentry and patrol techniques and attack 
training. The school completes two to three 
classes per year, each class consisting of 40 
to 80 students. 

Any unit in the Thai military may request 
Continued on page 91 


TO PAK CHONG WITH 
PEN & PURINA 

Mike Williams’ name last graced 
these pages when he wrote the two-part 
article “Omega Jihad” (SOF, Septem¬ 
ber and October ’88) detailing his and 
SOF Editor/Publisher Robert K. 
Brown’s trek into Afghanistan. He re¬ 
cently accompanied RKB to Thailand to 
investigate the circumstances surround¬ 
ing SOF Foreign Correspondent Lance 
Motley’s death (see “Killed in Action,” 
SOF, November ’89). This article came 
out of that trip. 

Williams is himself no stranger to 
combat, having been on the sharp end in 
Italy during World War II, Korea in 
1953 , Katanga, Africa, in 1964 and in 
Rhodesia in the late ’70s. 
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D URING the 19th century, France 
played an important role in the de¬ 
velopment of military small arms. The per¬ 
cussion cap, expanding-base bullet, self- 
contained metallic cartridge and smokeless 
powder were all French inventions. Howev¬ 
er, during the 20th century the French have 
generally marched to a different drummer, 
and the rest of the world has paid scant 
attention to their small arms. 

This has been partially a consequence of 
French insistence on calibers unique to their 
shores and partially a consequence of, in 
some cases, inadequate performance. An 
example of at least the former attribute is the 
7.5x54mm French MAS cartridge (also 


known as the 7.5mm MAS or 7.5mm 
French M1929C). As it was difficult to de¬ 
sign a machine gun around the rimmed 8mm 
Lebel cartridge, after World War I the 
French developed and introduced (in 1920) 
a rimless, bottleneck round broadly based 
on the German 7.92mm service cartridge 
and originally known as the Cartouche a 
Balle 7.5mm MIe 1924 (for the year of its 
formal adoption by the French army). In 
1928, its case was shortened from 58mm to 
54mm to preclude loading German 7.92mm 
ammunition into French weapons, since 
German Maxim machine guns were still 
widely used for training purposes and, 
furthermore, the shorter case proved capa¬ 



French Legionnaire of the 1st REC (Cavalry 
Regiment) on maneuvers in France, circa 
1965. His MAS Model 49/56 rifle is 
equipped with a blank firing attachment. 
Photo: Bill Brooks collection 


ble of the same exterior ballistic perform¬ 
ance. The new round was tested and even¬ 
tually adopted in 1929 for issue with the 
model 1924/29 Chateilerault light machine 
gun (gas-operated and based on the BAR’s 
breech-locking system}. In 1934, theBerth- 
ier Model 1907/15 rifle was modified for 
this cartridge and it remained the standard 
French service round until adoption of the 
5.56mm FA MAS bullpup in 1979. With a 
139-grain Full Metal Jacket (FMJ) bullet 
traveling at about 2,790 fps from the muz¬ 
zle, the 7.5x54mm French MAS cartridge is 
more than adequate and roughly equivalent 
to the .30-40 Krag, .303 British and Swiss 
7.5x55mm M1911 (to which it is dimen¬ 
sionally similar) rounds. 

The flow of foreign military small arms to 


Member of French Foreign Legion 13th 
DBLE (Half Brigade) rifle team on duty in 
Djibouti in 1975 demonstrates an elegant 
off-hand position with his MAS Model 49/56 
rifle that would be of little use in combat. 
Photo: Bill Brooks 
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French Surplus Rifles 
Target U.S. Firearms Market 
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the United States resumed with passage of 
the Dole Amendment to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968 on 30 October 1984. A modest 
number of rifles chambered for the 
7.5x54mm French MAS cartridge have 
been imported by Century International 
Arms, Inc. (Dept. SOF, 5 Federal Street, 
St. Albans, VT 05478; phone: (802) 527- 
1252). This includes not only the MAS 
Model 1936 turn-bolt and its variants but the 
MAS 44, 49 and 49/56 semiautomatic 
rifles, the later two of which, although 
manufactured subsequent to 1946, may en¬ 
ter the United States because they have been 
placed on the BATF’s list of curios and 
relics. Prices are reasonable and now that 
ammunition is also available, these ugly 
beasts deserve consideration by both shoot¬ 
ers and collectors alike. 

In 1932, the Manufacture Nationale 
d’Arms de St. Etienne (MAS) introduced a 
bolt-action rifle called the MAS Model 
1932 Type A for the Ml929C cartridge. The 
final version was adopted four years later as 
the MAS Model 1936. Its action has been 
the subject of much undeserved criticism. 

The magazine body is an integral part of the 
receiver’s forging. A ring of steel in the receiv¬ 
er, against which the chamber end of the barrel 
butts, surrounds the bolt head when it is 
closed. The ejection port commences at this 
ring and extends to the unslotted receiver 
bridge. The bolt is a one-piece design of large 
diameter. The two locking lugs are located 
about 1.75 inches from the rear of the bolt 
body and lock high in the left wall and low in 
the right wall of the receiver bridge. This has 
been ridiculed, but experiences in the muddy 
trenches of World War I indicated that the 
British S.M.L.E. was easier to clean and less 
prone to stoppages because of its rear- 
mounted locking lugs. The bolt handle and its 
collar are both integral with the bolt body. The 
bolt handle is swept forward and this seems to 
irritate some shooters as well. The bolt is 


drilled and capped at the rear to accept a 
one-piece hollow firing pin with its cocking 
nose at the rear and a self-contained spring, 
both in a manner reminiscent of the Japanese 
Type 38/99 Arisaka rifles. The extractor is a 
conventional long flat spring with claw, but 
quite massive. The ejector is a forward protru¬ 
sion of the bolt stop operating though a slot in 
the bolt body. The bolt stop itself is a spring- 
loaded steel block, attached to the sear, that 
projects into the boltway from below. Pressing 
the trigger will lower the stop to permit remov¬ 
al of the bolt. 

The staggered, box-type magazine holds 
five rounds and can be loaded singly or by 
means of a stripper clip. The magazine fol¬ 
lower rises in front of the bolt to hold it open 
when the magazine is empty. Pressing a 
spring-loaded catch on the front and right 
side of the magazine floorplate will remove 
the floorplate, spring and follower. There is 
no magazine cutoff or manual safety. As a 
consequence of the latter deficiency, the 
chamber should remain uncharged until you 
are ready to fire. The trigger is the standard 
military two-stage type with a pull weight of 
approximately 5 pounds. 

The MAS Ml936 rifle weighs approx¬ 
imately 8.3 pounds empty—not exception¬ 
al for this era. Overall length is about 40 
inches with a barrel length of 22.6 inches. 
The four-groove barrel has a left-hand twist 
of one turn in 10.6 inches. 

Purists also demean the M1936’s two- 
piece stock as this supposedly degrades 
accuracy potential, although it seems to 
have had no deleterious effect on the RF-F1 
sniper rifle based upon this action. The butt¬ 
stock, equipped with a smooth steel butt- 
plate, is held onto the receiver with a single, 
peened screw. The separate fore end and 
full-length wooden handguard are held to 
barrel by a band with the front sling ring and 
with an end cap with the front sight and a 
stacking hook. The rear sling bar is held to 


the left side of the buttstock with two 
screws. Wood furniture is usually beech, 
but sometimes walnut was used. The leather 
sling is profusely ink-stamped with govern¬ 
ment markings, as is all French leather gear. 

The front end cap contains an integral 
protective hood for the fixed, blade-type 
front sight whose rear, serrated surface is 



Left to right: French 7.5x58mm cartridge 
adopted in 1924 was abandoned just five 
years later and replaced, without any 
significant loss in exterior ballistic 
performance, by the shorter 7.5x54mm 
round. Change was made to preclude 
chambering then ubiquitous German 
7.92mm ammunition in French weapons. 


JANUARY 90 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 69 







TOP: MAS Model 1936 bolt-action rifle features rear-mounted locking lugs. Although this 
has been criticized, rifle is a sturdy and reliable infantry weapon. 

ABOVE: MAS Model 1936/51 has grenade launching capability and was used by French 
troops at Dien Bien Phu. Note the slip-on rubber boot on the buttstock which helped to 
moderate the recoil impulse of rifle grenades. 


sometimes painted red. The sliding tangent 
rear sight, with a peep aperture, permits 
adjustment of elevation from 200 to 1,200 
meters (an atavism dating to the era of 
massed rifle fire) and is mounted on the 
receiver bridge. No adjustment for windage 
zero is possible and this is a legitimate cri¬ 
ticism. 

A cruciform, skewer-type bayonet of 17 
inches in overall length is housed in a tube 
underneath the barrel. The tube also serves 
as its mount when the bayonet is withdrawn 
and reversed. Bayonets of this configura¬ 
tion can be used for no more than stabbing 
thrusts at the enemy and for roasting sau¬ 
sages, and as such leave a great deal to be 
desired. 

All together, the MAS M1936 is a sturdy, 


safe and reliable turn-bolt, albeit somewhat 
stodgy in appearance. Depending upon con¬ 
dition, these rifles currently fetch between 
$65 and $95. Finish is usually phosphate 
with some components found with black 
enamel over the phosphate. 

There are some interesting variants of the 
MAS Ml936, several of which are rather 
uncommon. Most rare is the paratroop ver¬ 
sion, designated as the Ml936 CR39 rifle. It 
has a folding aluminum stock, hinged just in 
front of the trigger guard, that swings under 
and to the left of the receiver and barrel. The 
forearm, handguard and barrel are also 
somewhat different in dimensions from the 
standard MAS 1936. About a decade ago, 
Sarco, Inc. of Stirling, New Jersey, im¬ 
ported several hundred demilled CR39 


rifles (purchased from a Belgian scrap deal¬ 
er) and assembled the buttstocks and, in 
some instances, the barrels, forearms and 
handguards to standard Ml936 receivers. 
As they are only replicas and Sarco never 
suggested they were anything other, these 
CR39 look-alikes are currently worth no 
more than $250 or less. 

Also rarely seen is the .22 LR training 
rifle version of the MAS Ml936. It features 
a .22 LR caliber barrel and uses U.S. Hof- 
fer-Thompson type sub-caliber chamber in¬ 
serts into which each round is placed. These 
variants sell now for up to $450 depending 
upon condition. 

Less rare, but equally interesting, are 
those variants of the MAS M193o modified 
for launching rifle grenades. Most frequent¬ 
ly encountered is the MAS M1936/51 which 
has an adjustable grenade launcher sight 
attached to the left side of the forearm/hand- 
guard’s end cap, a shortened stacking hook, 
and protective ears instead of a hood on the 
rifle’s front sight. Turning a geared wheel 
on the grenade launching sight moves the 
sliding nut (graduated with numbers from 
10 to 40) on the barrel’s 22mm grenade 
launching sleeve (actually rings machined 
on the barrel surface near the muzzle) for¬ 
ward or rearward. When pivoted away from 
the handguard, the grenade launching sight 
has two positions, which will place the bar¬ 
rel’s axis either 45 or 74 degrees from the 
ground. A square notch and fixed front sight 
on the left bar of the sight assembly are used 
fire to the grenade with the rifle butt on the 
ground and the sight set at the 45-degree 
position. Anti-tank grenades can be fired 
from the standing position with the sight 
opened to the 74-degree position. 

This rifle is somewhat heavier and longer 
than the standard MAS 1936 and is 
equipped with a slip-on rubber boot on the 
butt marked “MAS 1951.” Ballistite 
(blank) cartridges, housed in the grenade’s 
tail, are used to launch the grenade. 

Some MAS M1936/51 specimens appear to 
be brand new, but those imported to the Unit¬ 
ed States were actualy rebuilt at the ERM 
Chalons/Mame arsenal in 1977. Rebuilt, re- 
phosphated and in essentially new condition, 
MAS M1936/51 rifles are worth approximate¬ 
ly $200. To date, no more than 3,000 MAS 
1936 and 1936/51 rifles have been imported 
by Century International Arms, however tens 
of thousands more rest in racks in French 
warehouses. All of these rifles will be marked 
on the left side of the receiver with their serial 
numbers, “MAS” and either “MLE 1936” 
or “MLE 1936-51.” 

Less common are the Ml936 LG 48 
rifles, distinguished from the Ml936/51 
variants by only a “G” marked on the bar¬ 
rel. Their grenade launching sleeves are of a 
different diameter, and they will accept only 
the anti-personnel Model 1948 grenade. 

French experiments with semiautomatic 
rifles commenced in 1900 with the obscure 
6mm rimless Meunier, Series A, which led 
to the 7mm rimless A6-STA 8 series. Both 
were based upon the long recoil method of 
operation eventually employed in the dread- 


MAS Model 1944 bolt group — the bolt drops down to lock in a recess in the receiver and 
against a locking block that can be replaced if worn. Firing pin springs were usually not 
used in this series of rifles. Note the gas tube under the bolt body and similarity to that of 
the M16. 
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TOP: MAS Model 1944 was produced in only limited numbers, but marked the inception of 
a successful semiautomatic infantry rifle series. Its method of operation was employed in the 
M16. 

ABOVE: Culmination of the MAS caliber 7.5x54mm semiauto rifles was the Model 1949/56 
which has a shortened barrel, handguard and forearm and was the last in this series. The 
grenade launcher sight was moved to the top of the barrel and the skewer-type bayonet 
replaced with a more useful blade-type. 


fill Chauchat light machine gun and are to¬ 
day barely footnotes in the history of mili¬ 
tary small arms. 

Toward the end of World War I, MAS 
produced a gas-operated rifle known as the 
Fusil Mitrailleur RSC Mle 1917. (The 
“RSC” part of the designation stands for its 
designers: Ribeyrolle, Sutter and 
Chauchat). Mle 1918 in the series was an 
attempt to improve this grotesque and awk¬ 
ward-looking weapon by shortening and 
lightening it and by modifying the feed sys¬ 
tem to accept the standard M1916 stripper 
clip. Both are commonly known as the 
“Saint-Etienne,” from the place of their 
manufacture. A combined total of nearly 
90,000 of the two models was manufac¬ 
tured, and the Mle 1918 version saw service 
in North Africa during the War of The Rif in 
the 1920s. Some Model 1917s were altered 
to Model 1918 configuration. In 1935 the 
surviving rifles were altered to straight-pull 
bolt-action by blocking the gas port and 
issued to unfortunate colonial troops in 
French Equatorial Africa. French interest in 
semiautomatic rifles faded during the in¬ 
terim between the two world wars. 

Smelling Germans once again at their bor¬ 
ders, the French awakened from their lethar¬ 
gy and feverishly experimented with hun¬ 
dreds of semiautomatic prototypes between 
1938 and 1940. Most promising was another 
St. Etienne design called the MAS Model 
1940. Chambered for the 7.5x54mm French 
service round, no more than a few hundred 
were produced before France fell to Herr 
Schicklgruber’s storm troopers. This design 
was updated in 1944 after the liberation of 
France and resulted in the MAS Model 1944. 
By 1946, after only approximately 6,200 
MAS 44 rifles had been produced, the 
French army decided it required grenade 
launching capability and this was added to 
what became the MAS 49. Most of the MAS 
44 rifles that had already been manufactured 
were diverted to the French navy. 

Both the method of gas operation and the 
breech locking system are similar to the 
Swedish AG42 Ljungman rifle, a parallel 
development of this era. M16 bashers will 
not appreciate the MAS 44/49 gas system as 
it was copied by Eugene Stoner in his 
AR15. 

Gas passing through a port in the top of 
the barrel, 7.17 inches from the rear face of 
the barrel and 4.8 inches forward of the 
origin of rifling, is deflected into a steel gas 
tube that rests along the top of the barrel 
under the wooden handguard. Removal of 
the gas tube for replacement involves no 
more than removal of the two screws that 
hold the gas block’s clamp onto the barrel. 
The rear end of the gas tube fits into a hole in 
the bolt carrier. The gas impulse delivered 
to the bolt carrier drives it rearward. After 
the carrier travels back about 3 /s-inch, cam 
grooves at the back of the carrier contact 
lugs on each side of the bolt and lift it out of 
engagement with a locking block in the bot¬ 
tom of the receiver. The locking block is 
held in place by a plate that is pinned to the 
left side of the receiver on the outside by a 


peened screw. Its design permits replace¬ 
ment of a worn locking block at the arsenal 
level. The bolt’s rocking motion also pro¬ 
vides primary extraction for the cartridge 
case. Propped-breech (tilting bolt), rear¬ 
locking systems have been used on many 
military rifles, such as the Belgian Model 
1949 FN and FN FAL, Soviet Tokarev 
SVT-38/40 and Simonov SKS. 

As the bolt and its carrier move rearward, 
the recoil spring is compressed, the empty 
case withdrawn from the chamber and the 
hammer rotated back against its spring. The 
“bump”-type ejector slides through the left 
side of the recessed bolt face at a 30-degree 
angle and projects into a groove on the left 
receiver wall. Rearward movement of the 
bolt is halted when the carrier strikes the end 


of the receiver. The massive firing pin is not 
spring-loaded (some specimens of the MAS 
44 have been encountered with coil-type 
retracting springs wrapped around the front 
of the firing pin) and is held in place by two 
projections at the end of the carrier. The 
compressed recoil spring, which rides in a 
hollow in the rear of the bolt carrier and on a 
guide rod brazed and pinned to the top cov¬ 
er, drives the bolt group forward to strip a 
round from the magazine and chamber it. 

The trigger mechanism has been taken 
directly from that of the Ml Garand. Its 
major components are a hammer with two 
hooks, a trigger with an extension that is the 
main sear, and a spring-loaded secondary 

Continued on page 94 


French military accouterments include Model 1922 leather LBE with pouches for the MAS 
44/49 series bayonet and scabbard and the 34mm Model 1952/60 antipersonnel rifle 
grenade. 
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Spring 1942, a few months after Pearl 
Harbor: a thick, viscous fog clung to the 
dark sea as a task force of Japanese 1-15 
class submarines silently broke water close 
to the Oregon coast. Led by the 1-25 and 
hidden by fog and darkness from anti¬ 
submarine patrols , they had skulked to posi¬ 
tions where Fort Stevens to the north and the 
Navy blimp base at Tillamook to the south 
were within range of their 5.5-inch guns. 

Watertight hangar compartments were 
opened, and amphibian “Glen” bombers 
assembled and armed for an air strike on 
Portland , whose air base and shipyards were 
only 30 miles away. Rubber launches quiet¬ 
ly carried hundreds of Japanese Navy Spe¬ 
cial Landing Forces ashore in the darkness. 
The Jap marines quickly established a de¬ 
fensive perimeter at the edge of the sandy 



beach while the launches returned to the 
subs for more troops and materiel. Heavily 
laden bombers catapulted from the subs and 
roared over the choppy water, heading east 
above the fog into the first sliver of neon 
sunrise. 

Andrew Bjorkman carried milk pails, a 
lantern and a lever-action rifle from his back 
porch to the milk house as the Japanese 
bombers flew overhead. Assuming them to 
be from the nearby naval base, he waved his 
lantern in greeting as the first 5.5-inch shells 
exploded north of him on Fort Stevens. 
Dropping the pails , he doused his lantern 
and ran for the telephone, stuffing several 
boxes and a few loose rounds of .30-30 
ammunition in his mackinaw as he hurriedly 
cranked the ringer. He could hear a wailing 
siren at the firehouse as his cold Internation¬ 
al flatbed coughed to life and he roared 
through the neatly painted gate down the 
muddy road toward Tillamook, just two 
miles ahead through the now-silvery fog. 
Reaching the firehouse, he could hear shots 
from the north jetty area. Enough men had 
already assembled to fill his truck, each 
carrying a rifle, their pockets bulging with 
ammo. Andy paused only long enough for 
them to clamber aboard while he led the 
blind Colonel Stewart Arnold and his dog 
Mac to the cab, then groaned off into the fog 
toward the sound of rifle fire on the beach. 

The Japanese had invaded America! The 
Tillamook , Seaside, Lincoln and Polk 
County Guerrillas would meet them in the 
impenetrable scrub brush at the water's 
edge. Thousands of volunteer militiamen 
would fight to the last man, or the last Jap — 
whichever came first. 


I N the merciful best interests of all parties 
here concerned, history was to dictate 
that after careful consideration the Japanese 
would decide against landing an invasion 
force in Oregon. They would limit their 
attacks to token shelling of randomly 
selected installations along the West Coast, 
sinking American merchantmen, launching 
thousands of explosive and incendiary¬ 
laden balloons, a couple bombing runs on 
southern Oregon, and several strikes on 
Alaska far to the north, where they would 
establish sea and air bases until driven from 
American soil the next year. 

But in the event the Japanese had decided 
an invasion of the Oregon coast was a 
strategically viable undertaking — and to do 
so would have been primarily to distract 
American forces from Pacific targets the 
Japanese really thought they could hold — 
they would have been met on the beach by a 
fairly well-armed, moderately well- 
organized, somewhat well-trained, and 
wholly determined force of volunteer rifle¬ 
men led by a blind “Colonel’’ who com¬ 
prised the Tillamook, Seaside, Lincoln and 
Polk County Guerrillas. 

Local folks along the Oregon coast had a 
long-standing tradition of pooling the ener¬ 
gy of their fierce independence to form 
cooperative efforts against a common 
enemy. Until then their greatest common 
enemy had been fire — the great Tillamook 
Bum of 1933 still stands as the greatest 
forest fire in American history. Millions of 
acres of old-growth timber were burned in a 
holocaust that rained ashes a foot deep along 
the Oregon beaches. And when a new com¬ 
mon enemy threatened in the form of Impe- 


LEFT: Come and raise a meatball over this 
flag, Tojo. Free Men own guns! Fifteen 
hundred Tillamook Guerrillas muster in 
March 1942 to be addressed by Colonels 
Cowgill, Arnold and Owen on methods of 
coordinating with “regular” units. These 
are the guns in the hands of free men that 
HCI et al. ultimately want to take from 
Americans. Photo: Wide World Photo, by 
AP photographer Bob Glander. 


BELOW: Maybe a little camera-shy, but 
definitely not gun-shy, Capt. George Blum 
(left), Sgt. Robert Gitchell and Harold 
Christensen training in the spring of 1942. 
These were folks who would feed you if 
hungry, but fight you to last breath if you 
had evil intent. Senator, care to try and pry 
that .303 Savage out of George Blum’s 
hands? Photo: Oregon Journal , via Oregon 
Historical Society, Negative No. 83959. 
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Ten-inch disappearing rifles of Battery Russell, early WW II. Such turn-of-century shore batteries were accurate, but out-ranged by Jap 
5.5-inch naval guns. Photo: U.S. Army Signal Corps, courtesy Gale R. Abrams, Historian, Ft. Stevens State Park. 


rial Japan, the grounds well of popular re¬ 
sistance began even before the Japanese had 
shelled the forts and bombed the forests of 
Oregon. 

A call to arms would have been unneces¬ 
sary, even redundant. It was preassumed 
that the people — as Americans — would 
fight any invader. With this as a given, only 
a leader was required to give form and or¬ 
ganization. Cast in this role in Tillamook 
was Stewart B. Arnold, a veteran who had 
lost his sight—but not his spirit— in World 
War I. Assuming the rank of Colonel, 
Arnold organized over 1,500 volunteers 
into 24 companies. The young sons and 
reserve officers might be sent away to the 
war, but should the war come home, these 
companies of brush fighters, ranging from 
30 to 70 men, trained every week to be 
ready. In the democratic tradition, each 
company elected its own officers, such as 
Majors Preston Williams and C.H. Berg¬ 
strom of Tillamook, Major Carol Brown of 
Hebo, and Major Scott of Nehalem. 

When the Japs hit Pearl Harbor on 7 De¬ 
cember, the very next day a group was formed 
at Seaside by World War I Captain John M. 
Jandrell, and the day after that they relieved 
the Army at guard points such as the reservoir. 
They were a smaller unit, and drilled in the 
tity park. Mostly loggers, they supplied all 
their own rifles, ammo and equipment. There 
was also an informal civil defense effort there 
under the local police chief, mostly engaged in 
blackout enforcement. 

Toward the end of March, John Dickinson 
from the small Polk County town of Independ¬ 
ence, south and slightly inland from Tilla¬ 
mook, visited the leaders of the Tillamook 
Guerrillas and returned home to organize the 
Independence Guerrillas, with the help of Bill 
Noble, at a meeting in the high school gym. 
Within a week similar groups were formed in 
Cooper Hollow, Elkins, Pedee and by a local 


Filipino community. These soon united into a 
single group, the Polk County Guerrillas. Lo¬ 
cal papers stated that 4 ‘The purpose of the 
guerrilla band will be to perform duty as last 
minute men in case of invasion, protect civi¬ 
lians, assist in case of fires and other needed 
protection.” Dickinson told the papers, “ev¬ 
ery community should organize.” 

The Lincoln County Guerrillas, next to 
Tillamook County, sprang up contempor¬ 
aneously with the Tillamook Guerrillas. 
They, too, were composed of local volun¬ 
teers: old-timers, storekeepers, loggers and 
farmers — just everyday Americans quite 
willing to take up their personal arms to 
defend their country. 

Although these Good OP Boy Guerrillas 
did pose for cameras behind the woodpile, 
in front of the local Civil War cannon and 
for newsreels on maneuvers with state guard 
and civilian defense units, these volunteers 
were not given to parading, posturing or 
vigilante mentality. Such public exposure 
was the only token recruiting effort re¬ 
quired, as once the word was out loggers, 
farmers and old men flocked to enlist. They 
were ready to serve in any useful capacity, 
rather in the spirit of a volunteer fire depart¬ 
ment — neighbors banding together to fight 
a common foe. 

Although they all hoped, of course, to get 
a shot at an invading Jap, the first line of 
defense was considered to be the woods. 
Timberland was mapped off in sectors as the 
guerrillas prepared to meet the menace from 
anticipated Jap incendiary bombs and bal¬ 
loons. In light of the critical shortage of 
agricultural labor, plans were laid for the 
cooperative harvesting of crops and for 
evacuating livestock to the mountains if 
need be. Since free men own guns, they 
supplied and trained with their own 
weapons, ammunition and equipment (a 
study of the photos here will reveal only one 


“proper” military weapon, an M1903 
Springfield). 

These lumber-mill and milk-farm mu¬ 
jahideen swore an oath on the Bible to de¬ 
fend their land to the last man. One can only 
speculate what they would have done if 
formal military authority had ordered a ci¬ 
vilian evacuation. My guess is they might 
have sent women and kids to higher ground. 

The Tillamook Guerrillas — and every 
other farmstead inland — would not have 
represented, of course, the only points of 
resistance to a Japanese invasion. Conven¬ 
tional military forces, although spread very 
thin, were rapidly gearing up for a possible 
Japanese invasion in 1942. Not only had 
Fort Stevens been shelled, but so had Cana¬ 
dian installations, and the oil fields at Gole- 
ta, California, had sustained a comic-opera 
attack from a Jap sub. The Japanese had 
attacked Dutch Harbor, Alaska, in force and 
occupied islands there, establishing sea and 
air bases. Jap subs patrolled the Oregon, 
Washington and California coasts, attack¬ 
ing many (and sinking several) merchant¬ 
men there in 1942. 

In addition, a large blimp base was to be 
built at Tillamook by the Navy. These thin- 
skinned and ponderous behemoths would 
patrol offshore for signs of Jap subs or an 
invasion force. The Sunset Highway 
(named for Oregon’s own 41st “Sunset” 
Division who were serving with distinction 
in New Guinea, and provincial Oregon’s 
first paved road to go in a straight line rather 
than meandering a traditional course) was 
bee-lined to the coast from Portland, ready 
to carry troops and materiel in response to 
an invasion. But if for some reason the 
conventional military were occupied else¬ 
where, or were overwhelmed by a massive 
invasion, or were slow to get into the fray, 
the Tillamook Guerrillas were there: orga¬ 
nized, determined, self-armed and able. 
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“We will fight them on the beaches..So would these 1942 Lincoln County Guerrillas, and they had their own guns to do it. Photo: 
Oregon Journal, via Oregon Historical Society, Negative No. 71446. 


GASBAGS AT WAR 


No, this does not deal with the boys down at the VFW afterthe 
war, but with the deployment over Oregon of lighter-than-air 
craft by the Japanese and the U.S. Navy. 

As most manned attacks on mainland America and our north 
Pacific shipping had come from Japanese submarines, the U.S. 
Navy gave top priority to countering these subs, and the most 
efficient counter was escort and patrol by an armed blimp. The 
Tillamook Naval Air Station was built in 1943 as home to one of 
15 such lighter-than-air squadrons on the United States, South 
American, European and African coasts. It is reported that 
blimps escorted some 89,000 merchant and war ships in World 
War II without losing a ship. These helium-filled warriors 
cruised at 50 knots and could hover above a target if necessary. 
They carried sophisticated (for the time) detection gear, plus .50 
Brownings and a load of depth charges, manned by a crew of 
three officers and 10 enlisted. 

Two large hangars — the largest wood structures ever built— 
were constructed at Tillamook, each of which could house nine 
of the 252-foot long, 425,000 cubic-foot blimps. The hangars 
were nearly a quarter-mile long, 300 feet wide, and almost 200 
feet tall. One burned after the war, but the other still stands 
today. 

Records reflect that once armed blimps were deployed, the 
Japs just stopped coming around — a decision no doubt com¬ 
posed of equal parts wisdom and preoccupation with duties 
elsewhere. The blimps at Tillamook flew hundreds of missions, 
as their 500-mile range could cover sea lanes from the Strait of 
Juan de Fuca to northern California. Only one ship was lost to 
weather, and one sank slowly to its knees in the hangar when a 
workman near the roof a hundred feet above it dropped a pair of 
pliers, which fell through the blimp’s thin skin. They also 
depth-charged at least one large whale (oops!), and accidentally 
bombed a highly prized milk cow with a bag of ballast sand. 

Blimps also played a role in shooting floating sea mines, and 
spotting the bomb-carrying ordnance balloons the Japanese were 
sending toward America on the jet stream. 

Japanese bomb-carrying balloons were one of the best kept 
secrets of the war. Some 9,000 of these 30-foot balloons were 
built by the Japanese and over 6,000 of them were launched from 
three bases north east of Tokyo. They wafted their way to the 
coast of America where their explosive and incendiary loads 
were supposed to cause massive death, destruction, forest fires, 
confusion and panic among the general populace. It was 
assumed this would have significant impact on the U.S. war 
effort. It did not. 

Probably the major reason these devices did not have more 
effect was that the Japanese never knew that there was signifi¬ 
cant effect, and therefore they terminated a program which could 
have produced dramatic results if pursued. Not only were they 
unaware that the devices were reaching America (of the 
thousands launched, hundreds have since been found) because 
we kept a tight lip (something the Japanese specifically thought 
we could never do), but they did not realize two important points 
about the ones which did make landfall. First, they launched 
them at a time of year when it could be certain they would not 


drift north to the USSR (they did not want to get it on with them 
at this point), but which was also the time of year when the 
coastal forests of North America are least likely to bum because 
they are soaked with rain and snow and usually fog-bound. The 
other problem was that although these ordnance balloons had 
very clever mechanisms to regulate gas pressure and keep them 
airborne, the initiation and firing mechanisms on the bombs 
were not reliable, and a good percentage of those which did 
make landfall did not go off. 

One tragic exception occurred in May 1945, when members 
of a Sunday School picnic, a woman and five children, were 
killed on Gearhart mountain near Bly, Oregon. The group came 
upon the device, which carried a 15-kilogram Japanese bomb, 
and it killed them almost instantly. They were the only deaths by 
direct enemy action within the continental United States during 
World War II. 

The Japanese program for launching ordnance balloons began 
as early as 1927, when they worked up an idea for harassing the 
Soviets on the other side of the Amur River in Manchuria, 
primarily with propaganda, which was never carried out. Later 
in the war the Japs were a little worried that trans-oceanic 
ordnance balloons (they called them “windship weapons”) 
might net them results similar to those experienced by the 
English when they launched balloon bombs toward Nazi- 
occupied France, only to have some of them drift over neutral 
Sweden. 

The Japanese navy was well along in the production of a 
rubberized silk balloon when components for them were de¬ 
stroyed by our ever-increasing incendiary bombings. The army 
had developed a balloon made from laminated mulberry paper, 
and it was these which carried nearly all the ordnance that 
reached North America. A typical payload comprised four sepa¬ 
rate explosive devices: a 15-kilogram high-explosive shrapnel- 
type anti-Sunday school bomb, four 5-kilogram thermite-type 
incendiary bombs, one 2-pound picric-acid explosive block 
intended to destroy the balloon after its ordnance had been 
discharged (which also could be rigged as a boobytrap), and a 
small packet of magnesium flash powder designed to ignite and 
destroy the hydrogen balloon itself. 

Of the thousands launched, only hundreds have been located 
in the United States and Canada. It is not known how many 
successfully made landfall, but one thing is for certain: there was 
a preponderance of duds and there remain scattered over the 
western part of North America (they have been found as far east 
as Iowa), many yet to be discovered. They are still deadly, 
probably more so with the passing of time, as the Japanese had a 
penchant for using picric acid in metallic canisters. Over the 
passing of time very unstable metallic picrates are formed, 
which will tolerate no handling whatsoever. Should you be 
tramping through the northwest and find what looks like a bomb 
suspended from a circular framework — it probably is. Don’t 
mess with it in any fashion: mark the site and notify the nearest 
law enforcement personnel. Don’t be clever and notify your 
cousin Fred because he collects Jap stuff (unless, of course, you 
are named as inheritor of collection). 
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THE LONGEST DAY; 

AND YES MARTHA, THE JAPS BOMBED OREGON 


It was 21 June, the longest day of 1942, and as the Columbia 
River fishing fleet hauled in its nets off Cape Disappointment 
and prepared to return to Astoria they were unaware of the Jap 
intruder in their midst. Japanese submarine 1-25 would use their 
cover and guidance to avoid mines and anti-submarine nets as 
she approached the Oregon shore in the twilight which would 
last until well after 2200 . 

As the fleet and its phantom consort neared the mouth of the 
Columbia, Commander Mieji Tagami turned the 1-25 south and 
waited for darkness. A little after 2300 the 1-25 surfaced about 
20,000 yards off shore from Fort Stevens and her gunners began 
preparing the 5.5-inch deck gun. At 2300 they commenced 
firing some 17 rounds of HE in a quick 15-minute barrage — the 
first intentional shelling of a mainland U.S. military base since 
the War of 1812 — then fled to the west at flank speed. 

Most of the rounds landed either in the sandy beach in front of Ft. 
Stevens, or in the skunk-cabbage swamp beyond, There were no 
casualties, and damage was limited to the backstop at a baseball 
diamond and a couple of commo and electrical transmission lines. 
In fact, of the 17 rounds which Japanese records reflect were fired, 
only nine were counted by the intended victims; it is assumed the 
others were so short they fell harmlessly into the sea, or were 
unlocated duds. A sign soon appeared on die fence surrounding Ft. 
Stevens which derided: “9 SHOTS FIRED, 9 SHOTS MISSED, 
TO HELL WITH YOU HIROHITO.” 

Neither Battery Russell at Ft, Stevens nor any other shore 
battery returned fire. Although the submarine was being plotted 
on the new and then-secret radar almost from the first round, and 
Captain Jack Woods of Battery Russell reported his men ready to 
fire almost immediately (wearing skivvies, helmets, and chick¬ 
en-pox marks from a recent epidemic), the order to fire was not 
given. Within minutes of the attack, Colonel Carl C. Doney 
replaced Major Fred Dahlquist at the Harbor Defense command 
post inside Battery Mishler, and as target information continued 
to pour in it became increasingly clear that the sub would remain 
out of range of the tum-of-the-century 10 -inch disappearing 
rifles of our coastal batteries. 

Although the frustration of the men who were not allowed to fire 
back was excruciating, Col. Doney’s decision to not return fire was 
sound. To have done so would have revealed to the Jap subs that 
they had the advantage of range (if not accuracy) over our coastal 
defense guns, thus could repeat such attacks with impunity as long 
as they stayed well out to sea. In addition they would have been able 
to locate each of the batteries or other shore installations which 
returned fire. As it was, the Japanese were under the impression 
they were shelling an American submarine base (so much for the 
premise that the Japs had a vast network of disloyal Japanese- 
Americans feeding them intelligence). 

So Col. Doney’s unpopular decision to hold fire restricted the 
damage to one backstop, holes in the. sand and skunk-cabbage 
swamp, and the feelings of his festering-to-shoot-back gunnery 
crews. In addition, the incident provided some local boys an 
opportunity to bust up an old cast-iron cookstove to sell as 
“Genuine Japanese” souvenir shell fragments — and any ex¬ 
perience which helps promote free enterprise can’t be all bad. 
Even though Col. Doney’s judgement was totally correct, not 
letting his men return even a single round of counter-battery to 
lance their psychological boil was a decision which was tough on 


them all. That night 22 men went over the hill and did not return 
sober. It would not have been a good night to be an Asian in an 
Astoria gin mill. 

Although the 1-25 remained quite safe from American fire 
because of its range, some Americans barely escaped hostile 
American fire. Coastal defenders were a little edgy since they 
had just learned of the Japanese shelling a Canadian lighthouse 
and telegraph station at Estewan Point on Vancouver Island the 
day before. The sound of the 1-25 shelling Ft. Stevens was heard 
at Tillamook Point lighthouse 20 miles south, where the light¬ 
house keeper waited with only the rusty BB gun he used to 
defend his arc lamp from the incessant bombing of sea gulls, and 
the 2 -foot thick lighthouse walls to protect him. At Fort Canby, 
on the Washington side of the Columbia River, a Captain Harris 
phoned the Cape Disappointment lighthouse and ordered the 
beacon dpused. A short, heated discussion ensued with the coast 
guard personnel manning the light, whereupon Harris loaded an 
Ml Garand and offered to shoot it out if it were not dark within 
60 seconds. It was. 

The first contact the 1-25 had experienced with Americans 
was during the Doolittle raid on Yokosuka Naval Base on 18 
April, where four 500-pound bombs dropping from Captain Ed 
McElroy’s B-25 narrowly missed the 1-25 and Warrant Officer 
Nobuo Fujita at Drydock 4. The next contact after the shelling of 
Ft. Stevens was when the 1-25 stood off the southern Oregon 
coast and launched Fujita and his Glen amphibian bomber. 
Fujita flew inland approximately 50 miles and released two 
154-pound incendiary bombs in the woods, on 9 September 

1942. The 1-25 and Fujita returned to repeat the act on 29 
September, and should have become famous for being the only 
crew to ever bomb the continental United States. 

But— although the verdant forests of southern Oregon may have 
looked like an explosive tinder box to those studying a map in Tokyo 
—the autumn rains had started and the foggy woods were unwilling 
to bum. Fire watchers had been scheduled to retire for the season 
within a few days of the attack. In addition, one of the two fire 
bombs evidently buried itself without exploding, and die one which 
did go off hit tail first and only partly discharged its hundreds of 
thermite pellets, a good percentage of which were later recovered by 
search teams from the FBI and Army. 

Once located, the fires which had been started were confined 
to a small burst radius and easily extinguished by hand. When 
word of the bombing leaked out, some West Coast papers issued 
a war extra that ‘ 4 JAP WAR RAIDER DROPS FIRE BOMB IN 
OREGON” but it was printed past the sports section in East 
Coast papers. Fujita and his navigator lost their second chance to 
be famous when their Glen was spotted and the information filter 
center in Roseburg dispatched P-38 fighters the wrong way—to 
Bend (east) instead of to Bandon (west) -— and Fujita completed 
his mission unchallenged. 

Fujita and his navigator became lost on the way back to the 
1-25 on 29 September, but located her due to an oil slick 
.. . which would have also given her away to the P-38s if they 
had not been dispatched in the wrong direction. ,4 . : y:■'}?-r.- 

The 1-25 was finally sunk in the south Pacific in late August 

1943, after having participated in several missions up and down 
the West Coast from Panama to Alaska. 











Blimps (stands for Dirigible, Type B-Limp) escorted American convoys and warships in 
both oceans, and were most effective anti-submarine weapon developed as they could travel 
at convoy’s speed, could hover on target and drop depth charges. Photo: U.S. Navy, 
courtesy M. Wayne Jensen, Tillamook County Pioneer Museum. 


VOLUNTEER GUERRILLAS VS. VIGILANTE 
GORILLAS 

This, writer, having been raised among them, readily admits to an admiration for 
and a prejudice in favor of the strong and independent people of the Northwest’s 
coastal mountains. We are the first to admit, however, that just because somebody 
lived there that did not make him a perfectly wonderful human being, In addition, 
there may have been a few living up a canyon here and there who were not wrapped 
too tight. 

There were a lot of Japanese folks living in the Northwest when World War II 
broke out. They were then, and are now, good people. They typically followed 
various agricultural pursuits, and along the coast engaged in fishing enterprises. 
They worked hard and usually did well because of it. They typically kept to 
themselves, and I can’t blame them as there is a rather pedestrian element in society 
who just can’t stand to see others succeed where they have failed themselves. It was 
from this cave that usually crawled the Jap-haters. 

Near Bay Ocean in Tillamook County, a handful of Japanese farmed oysters. They 
worked hard, did OK, but typically kept to themselves, only coming to town on 
business. One evening not long after Pearl Harbor, a group of bar flies was doing 
what they did best at a local tavern. Although best suited for just what they were 
doing, the beer-belly brigade aspired to greater things. The beer led to bravado, 
which led to a plan to win the war and become heroes beyond their wildest dreams by 
launching a counterattack on the Japanese oystermen. That these oyster farmers were 
as innocent of Pearl Harbor as the local German dairy fanners were of invading 
France made no difference—one cannot let such considerations hamper the quest for 
laurels otherwise unobtainable. Having imbibed sufficient courage, they retired to 
their homes for ordnance at least equal to an oyster knife and then rendezvoused 
among the driftwood and scrub-brush nbar the oystermen’s shacks. 

They crept stealthily and bravely to within point-blank range of these outnumbered 
innocents and opened fire. The shocked Japanese gave the only counter-battery they 
had — they lit a string of firecrackers and threw it out the window. 

AH hell broke loose among the ranks of the hop-and-malt heroes, who stumbled 
over the driftwood, each other and themselves in a panicked retreat. One would think 
that such a benighted lot Would have been used to navigating in the dark, but in the 
hasty rout one of the beer-bellies ran into a log, fell over it, and broke his leg. History 
does not record this among casualties suffered in the war with Imperial Japan — it 
was no more than an insignificant casualty in the war with ignorance. 


FAR LEFT: Jap I-I5-class subs, such as the 1-25 which shelled Ft. Stevens, had 5.5-inch 
gun, carried a “Glen” amphibian bomber. Painting courtesy Gale R. Abrams, Historian, 
Ft. Stevens State Park. 

LEFT: Japanese balloon bomb: extremely dangerous, many remain to be located. Photo: 
U.S. Army Air Force, courtesy Det. 5, 1369 AVS. 


It is appropriate to ask if these loosely 
organized volunteers might not have been 
merely wide-eyed romantics, or reckless 
vigilantes, or cardboard heroes. Our re¬ 
search, indeed time and history itself, indi¬ 
cate they were none of the above. They were 
simply determined neighbors with a sense 
of community who in the sprit of patriotism 
enthusiastically banded together for their 
common defense — an entirely constitu¬ 
tional principle. They were the “militia” 
(i.e., every man capable of engaging in a 
concerted action against a common enemy) 
of which the Second Amendment speaks. 
They were the people (not the states) whose 
right to keep and bear arms shall not be 
infringed. And to that point in history this 
right had not been largely infringed, thus 
they were armed and capable. 

If they had a vice, it might have been 
excessive enthusiasm. Within such rather 
loosely organized bands it probably took 
some effort to keep their actions “con¬ 
certed,” especially with the regulars. As it 
turned out there never was such a problem, 
however, and most of these groups eventual¬ 
ly were incorporated into the more formal 
State Guard and Citizen’s Defense Corps, or 
evolved into air raid-warning nets when the 
Japs never landed on the Oregon beaches. As 
early as March 1942 Col. Stewart P. Arnold 
mobilized his force of over 1,500 Tillamook 
Guerrillas one Sunday for the benefit of Col. 
Ralph P. Cowgill of the Oregon State Guard 
and Jerrold Owens, state coordinator of ci¬ 
vilian defense. Riding in school busses and 
trucks to save gas, the various companies 
moved out “under sealed orders” to a re¬ 
mote spot in the rough, logged-off terrain of 
southern Tillamook County for a rendez¬ 
vous, where they were addressed by Col¬ 
onels Cowgill, Arnold and Owen on the need 
for coordination between the guerrillas, state 
guard, and citizens defense corps. “Disci¬ 
pline” in a formal military style might have 
chaffed these roughnecks a bit, but “coor¬ 
dination” in the context of furthering a coop¬ 
erative effort for the common defense pre¬ 
sented no problem at all. 

In attempting a hindsight assessment of 
the viability of these men as a military force, 
two considerations are important. First, 
they were intimately familiar with the ter¬ 
rain and environs. This was not their 
assigned area of operations — this was their 
home and these rain forests and valleys were 
their workplace. They knew every mud 
road, gully and hillside and to defend it they 
would have fought to the last breath of the 
last man. 

Second, their fire efficiency—judged by 
extravagant military standards — would 
have been astounding. Any attempt to ex¬ 
plain the concept of “area fire’ ’ would have 
been met with a blank stare — or the refusal: 
“Naw, we ain’t going to set fire to our 
woods just to get a few Japs.” Asserting 
that a military force need expend 300,000 
rounds per enemy casualty — the ratio ban¬ 
died about for the Vietnam experience — 

Continued on page 102 


JANUARY 90 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 77 



SOF EXCLUSIVE 


GERONIMOV! 

SOF Trains at Soviet Higher Airborne Academy 

Text & Photos by Jim Shortt 


F IRST the KGB border guard looked 
down at my passport and scrutinized it 
slowly, then after a minute looked at me 
eyeball to eyeball, then back at the passport. 
He repeated this routine three or four times 
before finally stamping a sheet of my three- 
page visa and tearing it off. 

I’m in! I said to myself. Friends, Soviet 
analysts, told me they doubted I’d be let into 
the Soviet Union given the period I had 
spent at Khost, Afghanistan, with N1FA (an 
Afghan resistance group) mujahideen. 
Others said, “You’ll get in but don’t count 
too hard on getting out.” 

Before long I was standing on a snow- 
covered platform at a Moscow railway sta¬ 
tion, sharing Jameson’s Irish Whiskey from 



SHORTT GOES SOVIET 

Englishman Jim Shortt, a frequent 
contributor to Soldier of Fortune, writes 
most frequently about special operations 
forces in Europe. Recent articles for 
SOF have covered the Irish fianogloch 
(“Irish Rangers,” January ’89), the 
Austrian Jagdkommando (“Snake Eat¬ 
ers,*’ September *87), 22 SAS (“Seven 
Years for Eleven Minutes,” December 
’87), the Swedish Rangers (“Rebuffing 
the Bear/’ December ’87) and the 
Soviets' new lank busier (“RPG-22,” 
November ’89). 


my hip flask with railway workers and my 
official minders. The scene around us, with 
gently falling snow, was a straight take out 
of Dr. Zhivago , minus the background 
music. That night’s journey was spent 
polishing off the liter bottle of Jameson’s 
with my three companions. By three the 
next morning I was 
standing at the station 
in Ryazan sipping hot 
black tea from a glass; 
falling snow melted 
into the glass, cooling 
the drink. 

A Volga staff car 
and UAZ jeep soon 
pulled up and mem¬ 
bers of the Soviet air¬ 
borne forces, Voz- 
dushno Desantnayye 
Voyska (VDV), got 
out. Last time I had seen a UAZ, mem¬ 
bers of NIFA were driving it around. A 
lieutenant colonel approached us; later 
I’d get to know him as Mikael Ivano- 
vitch, deputy commander of the school I 
was visiting, an Afghansi (veteran) who 
had been seriously wounded serving with 
an airborne unit in Afghanistan. They 
were here to take me to the airborne 
forces academy. 

Ryazan Higher Airborne Academy 
trains officers for the Soviet Union’s air 
assault and airmobile units. Air assault 
and airborne units fall directly under au¬ 
thority of the Minister of Defense, and in 
time of war serve as a primary reserve for 
STAVKA — the Soviet high command. 

It was only in 1946 that control of 
VDV transferred to the Ministry of De¬ 
fense from the air force. In 1956 VDV 
was switched to ground forces and came 
under the control of a hero of World War 
II — General V.F. Margelov, who was a 
naval infantry officer. It was Margelov 
who was responsible for the introduction 
of the blue and white T-shirt, Telnaish- 
ka, which has become the trademark of 
Soviet paratroopers and other elite units. 
Between 1955 and 1964 the role of VDV 
was enhanced by the manufacture of first 


the AN-8 and later the AN-12 aircraft, 
giving the force a substantial lift capac¬ 
ity. At about the same time Soviet forces 
tackled the problem that has dogged ev¬ 
ery airborne assault force from Arnhem 
to their own costly operations on the 
Eastern Front — enemy armor. 

In the 1950s VDV 
began to receive not 
only effective anti¬ 
armor measures, but 
armor of their own; 
this culminated in 
1970 with develop¬ 
ment of the BMD 
Boyevaya Maschina 
Desantnaya (airborne 
combat vehicle). The 
BMD changed the 
VDV from light air¬ 
borne infantry to 
mechanized air assault troops with con¬ 
siderable firepower. 

In 1967 the Soviet high command started 
training the VDV in an airmobile role, 
landing paratroopers with helicopters as 
opposed to parachuting them. In 1968 ele¬ 
ments of the VDV were air-ianded in 
Prague for the invasion of Czechoslovakia 
and again in 1979 at Kabul for intervention 
in Afghanistan. Soon commanders at dis¬ 
trict and group of forces level began de¬ 
manding air assault assets to enhance their 
operational capabilities. This was accom¬ 
plished with development of the operation¬ 
al maneuver group (OMG) concept in the 
late 1970s and greatly increased Soviet air¬ 
mobile capabilities. The first airmobile 
assets were air-landed motorized infantry, 
but this proved a less than satisfactory solu¬ 
tion, so air assault brigades independent of 
the VDV were created. Air assault brigades 
consist of one battalion of airborne troops 
and two battalions of mechanized infantry, 
according to senior VDV officers I inter¬ 
viewed at Ryazan. These independent air 
assault brigades existed initially at group of 
forces level but they have since been ex¬ 
tended to district level, although not every 
district has one. 

VDV consists of six airborne divisions, 
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according to Lieutenant General Al’bert 
Slyu’sar 1 , commander of Ryazan Higher 
Airborne Academy (see chart). There were 
eight airborne divisions but the 105th 
Guards, stationed at Fergana, in Turkestan, 
were disbanded soon after they spearheaded 
the assault on Kabul in 1979. Likewise the 
44th Guards, an NCO training division 
based at Jonava in the Baltic, has also been 
disbanded. Lieutenant General Slyu’sar’ 
stated that if there are appropriate responses 
by the United States and NATO to Soviet 
arms reduction, then a further two divisions 
will be cut from the VDV before 1990. 
Observers feel these will probably be the 7th 
Guards and 98th Guards, though Lt. Gen. 
Slyu’sar’ refused to identify the earmarked 
units. 

Recently, then commander-in-chief of 
the VDV, Colonel-General Nikolai Kali¬ 
nin, spoke about training and formation of 
Soviet paratroopers. Conscript paratroopers 
are trained within the airborne division or 
airmobile brigade to which they are 
assigned by the officers who graduate from 
Ryazan Higher Airborne Academy. Con¬ 
scripts complete two years of full-time mili¬ 
tary service and then pass into the reserves. 
Those selected as paratroopers tend to be the 
cream of the conscript crop in terms of fit¬ 
ness and intellect. Training is more physi¬ 
cally demanding than in a conventional 
unit. The relationship between officers and 
other ranks tends to be closer as with air¬ 
borne units anywhere in the world. The 
diversity of skills found within the airborne 
unit is mirrored in training undertaken by 
officer cadets or korsanti at Ryazan. 

Founded on the direct orders of Lenin, 
the academy was set up at Ryazan — 4 l /z 
hours travel by rail southeast of Moscow — 
on 29 August 1918; the first day of military 
instruction for officer cadets was 13 
November 1918. Its first class of officers 
graduated on 15 March 1919 and im¬ 
mediately went to the front to fight in the 
civil war as red commanders. In March 
1937, it became the Ryazan Infantry Com¬ 
manders School. VDV came in to being in 
1930, following combat operations using 
parachute deployed special troops against 
Basmachi Muslim rebels in central Asia in 
1929. Until 1959 the airborne officers 
school had been at Alma Atisk in Kirgiz- 
stan, central Asia. It then moved to Ryazan 
and in 1964 the school was given the title 
Ryazan Higher Airborne Academy. It is a 
twice red bannered Komsomol (a red banner 
is roughly equivalent to a Presidential Unit 
Citation) and last year celebrated its 70th 
anniversary. 

The present school commander, Lt. Gen. 
Slyu’sar’, commanded the 103rd Guards 
Division in Afghanistan. On 15 November 
1983 he was awarded the Gold Medal — 
Hero of the Soviet Union, equivalent to the 
U.S. Congressional Medal of Honor or Brit¬ 
ish Victoria Cross. Lieutenant General 
Slyu’sar’ was bom in the Amur region of 
Russia on 10 November 1939 and joined the 
Soviet army in 1958. He graduated from the 
Far East Higher All Arms Command School 



Korsanti during winter warfare training. Note felt boots. 


Division 

Location 

District 

Orientation 


7th Guards 

Kaunus 

Baltic 

West TVD 

. 

76th Guards 

Pskov 

Leningrad 

NWTVD 


98th Guards 

Kishenev 

Odessa 

SW TVD 


103rd Guards 

Vitebsk 

Byelorussia 

West TCD 


104th Guards 

Kirovabad 

Transcaucasus 

South TVD 


106th Guards 

Tula 

Moscow 

Central Reserve 



Lt. Gen. Al’bert Evdokimovitch Slyu’sar’, hero of the Soviet Union and commander of 
Ryazan Higher Airborne Academy. 
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in 1962 and Frunze Military Academy in 
1972. He took up his appointment at Ryazan 
in 1984, after returning from Afghanistan. 
Lieutenant General Slyu’sar’ is one of the 
new breed of Soviet officers whose combat 
experience derives from modem combat 
rather than experiences in World War II. 
That experience has brought about vast 
modernization in equipment and attitude 
being witnessed in the Soviet armed forces. 

Approximately 2,000 cadets attend the 
academy and are roughly evenly divided 
between the four-year course required to 
graduate. Intake is every July following 
graduation, at which successful cadets are 


sworn in as Soviet army officers. Each year 
about 32,500 young men apply for 500 
openings. Those that don’t succeed are 
given back their military report papers and 
told to seek places at other academies. 
Usually the top 1,000 applicants who have 
failed to get a place will stay around for a 
further 2-3 months from July in hopes that 
one of the new korsanti will drop out and 
they will get his place. They live a rough life 
in the nearby Mischeza forest, surviving by 
doing odd jobs around town for money and 
food and turning up each day at the gates of 
Ryazan. Eventually the academy staff sends 
the new korsanti into the forest to sweep it of 


Soviet paratrooper fires AKS-74 with PO-1 
scope. 


hopefuls and make them return home. 

The aim of the four-year course at Ryazan 
is to turn out a confident airborne officer 
competent as a practitioner/instructor in 
skills needed by the paratrooper to perform 
his duty. He serves six days a week dawn to 
dusk with Sundays free and a few hours 
given over each week for personal and fami¬ 
ly administration. Some 60 percent of kor¬ 
santi are married by the time they graduate. 
Alcohol is strictly forbidden for cadets, and 
to be caught drinking on or off duty during 
the four years of attendance is to invite 
immediate dismissal. There is no real com¬ 
parison between West Point or Sandhurst 
and Ryazan. Korsanti undergo a very thor¬ 
ough education starting with basic training, 
marching drill, skill-at-arms using the new 
5.45mm weapons — the RPK-74, AKS-74, 
AKS-74u — followed by training with RPG 
launchers (RPG-7d and RPG-22). 

Training then moves to the airborne fight¬ 
ing vehicle, BMD-1P with its 2A28 73mm 
smooth bore gun and newer BMD-2 with its 
2A42 30mm automatic cannon. Cadets 
learn to operate in all crew positions — 
driver, radio operator and crew chief — as 
well as being one of four passengers who 
mount and dismount while the vehicle is 
speeding along. The school possesses ex¬ 
cellent driver and gunnery simulation tech¬ 
nology at classroom level. This is enhanced 


VDV IN ACTION 

Soviet airborne-, though considered 
“elite” throughout their history, have had 
little combat jump experience, instead 
spending most of their time functioning as 
regular ground-bound infantry. 

Though Soviet paratroopers have con¬ 
ducted numerous small-scale limited 
objective missions, including partisan 
support, bridge demolition and supply 
and rail interdiction, these types of mis¬ 
sions are more accurately defined as 
commando/special forces operations 
rather than parachute operations. Soviet 
paras have been used on a large scale 
only twice, both operations occurring 
during World War II. 

This is somewhat surprising since the 
Soviets, spurred on by Marshal Mikhail 
N. Tukhachevsky, were among the 
pioneers of airborne warfare. Already in 
the late 1920s Soviet volunteers were 
given rudimentary parachute training 
and some even saw action in Central 
Asia against Basmachi Muslim insur¬ 
gents. By 1930 they had established a 
full airborne battalion and by 1938 there 
were 18,000 paratroopers in the Red 
Army. Ironically, they secretly aided the 
Germans in developing their airborne 
and armored troops. The Germans had 
numerous prohibitions placed on them 
by the Treaty of Versailles and likely 


could not have developed the powerful 
combined arms force they did without 
Soviet help. 

The Soviets even employed their par¬ 
atroopers in combat as early as 1940 
during the invasion of Bessarabia (east¬ 
ern Rumania, but Soviet since 1945). 
They encountered so little opposition 
that it was more of a training exercise 
than a combat deployment. 

It wasn’t until Hitler’s hounds were 
barking at the gates of Moscow in Janu¬ 
ary 1942 that the first massed drop 
occurred. On 13 January the 201st Para¬ 
chute Brigade landed west of Vyazma, 
followed by the 250th Airborne Regi¬ 
ment on 18 January, which landed west 
of Yukhnov. Smaller units were also 
landed at strategically important points 
behind enemy lines. All the Soviet paras 
landed in the area held by the German 
4th Panzer Army. The drop was an early 
example of the hammer and anvil opera¬ 
tions used to good effect in Vietnam. 
The paratroopers were the anvil, while 
the hammer consisted of a broad front 
offensive designed to send the Germans 
reeling into the dug-in paras, where they 
would subsequently be destroyed. But it 
didn’t work that way. 

The flaw in the plan was that the ham¬ 
mer wasn’t able to pound through the 
German lines and though they bent, the 
Germans didn’t break. The result was 


that the paras, along with the few units 
that did break through and exploit, end¬ 
ed up trapped behind German lines. By 
June 1942 all these pockets of trapped 
Soviets were effectively eliminated. 

In the time between this operation and 
their next employment, most Soviet air¬ 
borne units were given “Guard” designa¬ 
tions and used as infantry. Nine such divi¬ 
sions saw action in and around Stalingrad. 
Continuing in their infantry role, aiibome 
units later participated in re-taking Khar¬ 
kov as well as repulsing the German’s 
ill-conceived Kursk offensive. 

Their next and last large scale air¬ 
borne deployment came when the 
Soviets forced the Dnieper River. This 
natural defense line proved a tough nut 
to crack even for the Soviet juggernaut. 
Breaking a defensive line focused on a 
river is a natural use for paratroopers and 
STAVKA (the Soviet high command) 
again saw an opportunity to deal the 
Germans a serious blow. 

The plan was for three airborne bri¬ 
gades to land at night behind the Ger¬ 
mans in the area around and northwest of 
the Ukrainian city of Kanev, They were 
to be supported by long-range artillery 
and an offensive push from the Bukrin 
bridgehead, several miles to the north. 
Reality differed so radically from this 
“plan” that a comparison is purely 
academic, Soviet units did not arrive in 
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by hands-on training exercises in the nearby 
Oka River training area, where dedicated 
BMD assault courses and combat training 
ranges exist. I was allowed to take the com¬ 
mander’s position in a BMD-1P while it was 
put through its paces on the vehicle assault 
course and was greatly impressed with its 
speed and maneuverability. When cadets 
are eventually placed as junior lieutenants 
within airborne units they will teach all 
these skills to their subordinates. 

Korsanti graduate from Ryazan with a 
university-level degree in military engineer¬ 
ing. But not all instructors at the academy 
are military officers. The senior instructor 
in “Strength of Materials” faculty, con¬ 
cerned with the physics of hea vy drop para¬ 
chuting of vehicles and equipment, is a 
woman — Olga Viktoovna Drugova. In the 
same faculty the academy has two class¬ 
rooms dedicated to computer sciences 
where cadets are schooled in basics of mi¬ 
cro-computer use and computer program¬ 
ming. The academy has its own mainframe 
computer for collation and storage of stu¬ 
dent training records. Details of all student 
intakes as well as graduates and their 
achievement records are maintained on the 
mainframe. 

At the rear of the academy is an extensive 
parachute training area. Soviet military per¬ 
sonnel are paid parachute increment per 
jump rather than a flat rate increment like 
their British and American counterparts. 
Unlike their NATO counterparts every 
Soviet paratrooper has to pack his or her 
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Soviet helicopters mounted on pylons serve 
as targets for RPG gunners. Both carry 
NATO markings and only non-explosive 
warheads are used. 


own parachute — which are variants on the 
drone assisted D-5. Facilities at Ryazan 
would send parachute jump instructors at 
RAF Brize Norton and Fort Benning into 
raptures. Parachute training at Ryazan and 
at LZs (landing zones) in the Oka River 
training area exemplify professionalism of 
the highest standard. In fact everything at 
the academy was run to an extremely high 
standard with military professionalism al¬ 
ways in evidence. 

Great emphasis is placed on fitness and 
motivation training. Physical education is 
headed by Lt. Col. Vladimir Panteleev, a 
specialist in Rokupashni-Boi — close- 
quarter battle method of the Soviet army. 
While the majority of NATO countries have 
minimized or abolished training in unarmed 
combat and hand-to-hand fighting, there 
still remains heavy interest in the Soviet 
forces in these skills, to the extent that unit, 
district, and national championships are 
held. In my discussions with instructors the 
emphasis from the Soviet side, quite cor¬ 
rectly, was that men, not machines, win 
battles — so the foundation for combat 
training is the fighting man enhanced by 
technology, not subject to it. The Afghani¬ 
stan experience confirmed this viewpoint. 
Prior to Afghanistan (and for most of the 
war), Soviet thinking relied on equipment 
rather than men. 

I was able to speak to many Afghan veter¬ 
ans within the academy, both staff and kor¬ 
santi. Sergei Abramov served in Afghani¬ 
stan with a VDV unit. Quiet and well 
spoken, he is critical of the tactics originally 
used. “We stayed in armored vehicles too 
much, when we should have operated the 
same as the caravan hunters (Spetsnaz or 
VDV). We needed to be on the ground like 
the mujahideen, rather than as targets in our 
vehicles. There was just too much use of 
armored vehicles in Afghanistan and not 
enough foot work.” 

It is an opinion voiced by other Afghan 
veterans and one that is being absorbed into 
current training practices. I questioned Cap¬ 
tain Gennady Arsenyevish Valsilyev about 
Afghan veterans like Sergei, who were 
under his command. I was particularly in¬ 
terested in whether any of the stress related 
behavior associated with Vietnam veterans 
appealed. 

“On the contrary, ’ ’ he said, * ‘the Afghan 
veterans are well-motivated and a great 


their staging areas on time, drop aircraft 
did not have sufficient fuel to fly in sub¬ 
sequent waves, intelligence on German 
unit positions was so poor as to be crimi¬ 
nal. Only 196 out of a planned 500 sor¬ 
ties were carried out, resulting in just 
under 4,600 troops being dropped. The 
entire operation was a fiasco on a grand 
scale and none of the Soviet units which 
jumped on 24 September 1943 were able 
to achieve their objectives. 

The German communique on 28 
September reads: * ‘Soviet battle groups, 
most of which landed at night, either 
wiped out, thrown back or pressed 
together in narrow areas by prompt 
counterattacks.” Some of the Soviets 
who survived became partisans and re¬ 
joined the Soviet army when the area 
was taken in 1944, 

After Kanev Soviet paratroopers were 
not again used on a large scale. They did 
participate in commando operations 
conducted in Manchuria, Hungary, 
Czechoslovakia and Afghanistan. Tacti¬ 
cally speaking they’re an elite and for¬ 
midable foe, that is beyond doubt; on a 
large scale, however, Soviet planning 
botches even the best laid plans and 
takes the edge off the best trained men. 

— Tow Slizewski 


assistance to me in training. They under¬ 
stand the need for realistic combat training 
and the need to pay attention to details. Off 
their own backs they will tell fellow stu¬ 
dents, non-veterans, to pull up their socks. 
Veterans are more mature than non- 
veterans, not surprising given what they 
have been through.” 

In Moscow I met other veterans from Af¬ 
ghanistan from artillery and motor rifle units 
as well as VDV, Most of these appeared to 
have problems associated with their service in 
Afghanistan that are identical to those experi¬ 
enced by Vietnam vets in the United States. 
Those veterans who came from airborne and 
elite units and those still serving were far better 
adjusted. I only heard one member of the 
VDV express the opinion that the Soviet Un¬ 
ion was wrong to have gone in to Afghanistan 
— “an internal family feud,” he said. Most 
preferred Mikhail Gorbachev’s view that his¬ 
tory will be the judge. But there is no doubting 
the impact that Afghanistan has had on the 
Soviet armed forces, especially elite units such 

Continued on page 90 


Suspended agony, Soviet style. Cadets 
practice parachute maneuvering and 
manipulation techniques on suspended 
canopy simulator. 
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G ERMAN Shepherds, Dobermans, Rott¬ 
weilers, Mastiffs and Great Danes: until 
recently, I thought I knew them all. But now 
there’s a new breed out there known as the 
Timbershepherd® — and it’s the Mercedes- 
Benz of executive protection dogs. The de¬ 
velopment of this premium new breed was a 
long term, expensive project. 

The Timbershepherd® required more 
than 10 calendar years and five full genera¬ 
tions of selective breeding to develop, a 
painstaking process which was completed 
under the most rigid of scientifically con¬ 
trolled conditions. The Timbershepherd® 
should not be confused in any way with 
generic wolf-dog crosses presently on the 
market, whose reputation for unreliable be¬ 
havior makes them useless in the profes¬ 
sional working-dog/protection-dog field. 
To the best of my knowledge, the 
Timbershepherd® is the only protection/ 
working dog that has a lifetime guarantee 
covering physical and temperament dis¬ 
orders resulting from genetic defects. It’s 
that superior! 

The Timbershepherd® is an animal unique 
from a number of important standpoints. 
While in appearance they look like large Ger¬ 
man Shepherds, the “command presence” of 


these majestic, confident animals is awesome. 
The males range in size from 100 to 125 
pounds and females from 90 to 100 pounds. 
Males stand from 26 to 31 inches at the shoul¬ 
der and females from 24 to 28 inches. Their 
medium outer coats are smooth, with an 


K-9 CADRE 

Tony Herbert, one of America’s most 
decorated and controversial soldiers and 
author of the book Soldier , is already 
well-known to SOF readers. His long 
service in the Army included combat in 
Korea, Vietnam and the Dominican Re¬ 
public. In rising through the ranks from 
private to lieutenant colonel, Herbert 
was awarded the Distinguished Service 
Cross, the Turkish Osminieh (equivalent 
to our Medal of Honor), in addition to 
numerous Bronze and Silver Stars, pur¬ 
ple hearts and the Soldier’s Medal. In 
Vietnam, Herbert served as IG and later 
as battalion commander in the 173rd 
Airborne Brigade. There are probably 
few men as qualified as Herbert to evalu¬ 
ate a soldier, whether he wear cammies 
or fur. 


underlying inner coat which is readily shed- 
able to permit adaptation to virtually all cli¬ 
mates and seasons. Their senses are more 
acute than those found in domestic breeds, 
which makes them more aware of their sur¬ 
roundings and more sensitive to their master’s 
needs than conventional dogs. Their tempera¬ 
ments are even and controlled, and when 
properly socialized, these animals are both 
gentle and protective of their master as well as 
their family, including the very youngest of 
children. 

An obvious question is, “Why would 
anyone want to breed a dog to a wolf?” 
Also, why the North American Gray Tim- 
berwolf instead of another breed such as the 
Red Wolf, Arctic Wolf or possibly the 
Maned Wolf? The answer is, in short, be¬ 
cause of the size, stamina and intelligence 
of the North American Gray Timberwolf. 

The next question is, “Why the German- 
import shepherd instead of one of our own 
more prevalent domestically bred German 
Shepherds?” The answer is just as simple. 
The German-import shepherd is an animal 
just as special among shepherds as the North 
American Gray Timberwolf is among 
wolves. In Germany, all breeding of shep¬ 
herds is done under the very strict and rigid 
supervision of “Federal Breeding War¬ 
dens.” Inbreeding remains virtually im¬ 
possible, and weaker breedings are pre¬ 
cluded. Registrations are meticulously ex¬ 
act, bloodlines are consistent, and all ani¬ 
mals are certified free of hip dysplacia. 

Yet, even considering the pluses of both 
the North American Gray Timberwolf and 
the German-import shepherd lineage, what 
ultimately makes the Timbershepherd® the 
premium K-9 is the stringent, scientifically 
controlled methods used by a very compe¬ 
tent and honorable animal lover who is 
totally dedicated to producing optimum 
working/protection dogs. 

Known simply as “Harrison,” this 
breeder/trainer created the Timbershep¬ 
herd® only after a decade of scientific ex¬ 
perimentation. His trial and error methodol¬ 
ogy reminds one of young Tom Edison’s 
efforts to create the incandescent light bulb. 
Both worked long and hard, encountering 
numerous setbacks and frustrations, until 
each knew more about what would not work 
than anyone else in their fields. Like Edi¬ 
son, Harrison eventually discovered the 
precise combination which produced the 
optimum. Unlike other wolf/dog breeders, 
Harrison didn’t just cross a dog with a wolf 
and sell the offspring — he experimented 
with 16 different types of wolf bloodlines 
unrelated to each other, with each bloodline 
ideally suited for different tasks. 

Harrison began selling his Timbershep¬ 
herd® in 1975. The feedback from owners 


Harrison, president of LRRP and developer 
of the Timbershepherd®, with “Honcho,” 
friend and demonstration dog for many 
years. Photo: Tony Herbert 
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ABOVE: A well-trained working dog, as 
opposed to a junk-yard dog, will attack only 
on command. Photo: courtesy LRRP 
Security Services. 


since then has been nothing short of phe¬ 
nomenal. This new breed’s normal lifespan 
is approximately 15 years, which is three to 
five years longer than domestic shepherds, 
and the Timbershepherd® is free of the crip¬ 
pling hip dysplacia and other genetic dis¬ 
orders associated with such breeds. This 
means an average working lifespan some 35 
percent longer than other more conventional 
protection/working dogs, which represents 
a far greater return on capital invested for an 
expensive working dog. Not merely elite 
soldiers, these animals make a loyal and 
courageous family protector. They have 
minimal genetic defects, and are virtually 
unequaled in performance by any other 
breed. As mentioned earlier, all 
Timbershepherds® have a lifetime replace¬ 
ment guarantee for any genetic disorders or 
temperament problems. 

Training 

It is vital that each pup receive a great 
deal of “human” socialization and bond¬ 
ing. Such animals must be “raised” with 
people if they are to be responsive and loyal. 
Harrison begins extensive socialization and 
bonding when pups reach three weeks of 
age. Several staff members are assigned to 
“play” with the pups on a daily basis. Dur¬ 
ing “play” each animal is studied for those 
qualities which would make him most suit¬ 
able for the type of specialized training to 
follow, i.e., protection dog training, scout 
dog training, etc. Simple daily tests are 
administered and results are recorded for 



And will promptly disengage the target 
upon command. This recallability makes a 
well-trained and predictable dog an 
optimum tool for applying minimum force. 
Photo: Tony Herbert 


future daily comparisons. A modified ver¬ 
sion of the seeing eye dog test is used at 
four, six and eight weeks of age to deter¬ 
mine suitability for placement by type, i.e. 
executive protection, police patrol, narco¬ 
tics or explosive detection, or family friend. 
Socialization and testing continues until 
each pup reaches 10 weeks of age, at which 


time they are generally shipped via air 
freight express to buyers worldwide. 

All animals trained by Harrison and his 
LRRP professionals are trained solely by 
use of positive reinforcement. LRRP pro¬ 
fessionals are compassionate trainers, not 
merely because they love dogs, but because 
it brings the best results. A dog trained to 


ABOUT LRRP 

LRRP’s K-9 Services, Inc., develop¬ 
er of the Timbershepherd®, has invested 
some $1 million and 15 years in the 
R&D of this highly specialized animal. 
They are its sole breeder. All LRRP 
trainers are DoD certified; all 
Timbershepherds® come with a lifetime 
replacement guarantee against any gene¬ 
tic or temperament disorders. 

Harrison, LRRP’s owner and presL 
dent, has been recognized as “one of the 
nation’s most renowned dog trainers’ ’ 
by the Atlanta Journal and Atlanta Con¬ 
stitution , and his clientele include the 
rich and famous, show business and 
music personalities, law-enforcement 
agencies, anti-terrorist units, friendly 
foreign governments, and elite U S. 
government agencies — those who can 
afford, or must have, the best. 

If you want a 24-hour working partner 
for the next 15 years at less than the cost 
of a compact car, contact LRRP directly: 
LRRP Security Services, Inc. 

Dept. SOF 
P.O. Box 1620 
Aiken, SC 29802 
(803) 649-5936 


84 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


JANUARY 90 






















Timbershepherd® on the attack, under 
gunfire. Photo: Tony Herbert 


react to fear or pain is likely to change 
loyalties in response to greater fear or pain, 
but superior animals, trained to react to 
love, are loyal to the last breath. The proper¬ 
ly socialized animal in this program is 
taught to work for praise and not from fear 
of pain. This technique has been established 
as a proven method for producing crisp, 
controlled and predictable working ani¬ 
mals. The training resources at LRRP are 
extensive and most credible. LRRP is con¬ 
stantly refining its training programs, and 
all trainers are DoD military working dog 
certified. 

LRRP’s training program is divided into 
several phases. These carefully designed 
packages produce a logical progression of 
skills: 

OBEDIENCE: (included in all training 
phases) includes on- and off-leash obedi¬ 
ence. Dog is taught to respond to the follow¬ 
ing commands, with both verbal and silent 
hand signals, “come,” “heel,” “sit,” 
“down,” and “stay.” 

AGGRESSION DOG: comprises con¬ 
trolled aggression, designed to produce a 
dog that is trained to attack only on com¬ 
mand by the handler, while attended. Un¬ 
attended, the dog is trained to protect the 
confines of his or her environment such as a 
vehicle, home or office. 

AGGRESSION LEVEL I: a personal 
protection package, controlled aggression 
exercises include; 

• Straight attack with recall (bite and 
hold with “out” or release command; off- 
leash). 

• Running attack (with aggressor run¬ 
ning away, dog is taught to bite and hold 
until called “out” by handler; off-leash). 

• False run (off-leash; although profuse¬ 
ly agitated by assailant, dog stays in place at 
handler’s side; assailant may run away, but 
dog stays in place unless given attack com¬ 
mand). 

AGGRESSION LEVEL II: an execu¬ 
tive protection package, controlled aggres¬ 


sion exercises include: 

• Straight attack with recall, running 
attack, false run. 

• Attack under gunfire (dog is taught to 
bite and hold, even in the face of gunfire, 
off-leash). 

AGGRESSION LEVEL in: a profes¬ 
sional protection package, controlled 
aggression exercises include: 

• Straight attack with recall, running 
attack, false run, attack under gunfire and; 

• Felony search (off-leash; dog can be 
positioned near prisoner; handler can con¬ 
duct pat-down search for weapons, contra¬ 
band, etc.; if prisoner makes threatening or 
escape moves, dog will attack, without 
command, to protect handler). 

• Prisoner escort (off-leash; dog is taught 
to escort prisoner to holding area, waiting 
vehicle, etc.; dog will bite and hold if 
escape attempt is made). 



A Timbershepherd® can be both a soldier 
and a friend of the family. Photo: Wm. 
Bell, courtesy LRRP Security Services 


• Stand-off (off-leash after attack com¬ 
mand, dog may be called “out” and returns 
to handler, prior to getting the bite, even 
though assailant may be running away). 

SCOUT DOG: (with building search; 
off-leash using airborne scent dog detects, 
locates and controls the human intruder in 
home, unoccupied building, office or open 
areas). 

TRACKING DOG: (on-leash). The dog 
uses ground scent from a known starting 
point to track escaping adversaries, wander¬ 
ing seniles and/or lost children (no attack). 

PATROL DOG: Combination of all of 
the above skills. 

DETECTION DOG: LRRP has excel¬ 
lent resources for training detector dogs. 
Any of the previously mentioned dogs can 
be trained in detecting either narcotics or 
explosive odors. LRRP specializes in train¬ 
ing explosive detection dogs for use world¬ 
wide in sophisticated security and anti- 
terrorist operations. 

Knowing all this, the question then be¬ 
comes, “Why a Timbershepherd® in place 
of a gun or a personal bodyguard?” There 
are many good reasons. Dogs are generally 
legal to own anywhere. Even a child can 
handle a dog without accidentally killing 
himself. A dog can alert one early enough to 
avoid many confrontations, as opposed to 
having to settle one with the use of a 
firearm. A well-trained dog is an excellent 
psychological and physical deterrent, as bad 
guys prefer to go where there is no dog. Like 
a Cruise missile, a properly trained dog can 
be recalled. A dog can distinguish between 
friend or foe, eliminating accidental kill¬ 
ings, and offers 24 hour security and com¬ 
panionship. 

Unlike a bodyguard, dogs will in fact 
willingly lay down their lives for their keep¬ 
ers. They’ll operate outside in all types of 
weather conditions, without complaint. 

But even considering all these pluses, the 
Timbershepherd® is not for everyone. They 
are not junkyard animals to be put outside, 
or inside a fence or building to be neglected. 
LRRP will not sell animals for such duties, 
regardless of price offered. In fact, Harrison 
checks out potential customers a lot more 
carefully than most potential buyers check 
out his dogs. 

Timbershepherds®, properly trained, are 
natural protectors entirely appropriate to a 
family setting. Unless commanded to be 
otherwise, they are gentle. They are tolerant 
and protective of children. Quality does not 
come cheap. The price ranges from $1,500 
for a pup, and trained dogs start at $6,500 
(this includes a two-day comprehensive 
handler’s training course at LRRP’s facili¬ 
ties for all trained dogs sold). Though not 
cheap, this price is most cost effective con¬ 
sidering the many years of service and loyal 
companionship one will receive with own¬ 
ership of such an animal. 

Did I think enough of the Timbershepherd® 
which Harrison breeds and trains at LRRP to 
put out what it takes to get one for myself? 
You bet I did — a fully trained executive 
protection model named Genesis. ^ 
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BOMBING BENGHAZI 

Continued from page 28 

United States and Great Britain. One day 
after the raid, two British and one American 
hostage were executed in cold blood in West 
Beirut. According to North: “The Libyan 
military attache in Damascus, Major Halifa, 
was personally responsible for the kidnap¬ 
ping and handling of the three hostages mur¬ 
dered in West Beirut on April 16.” North 
also said that it was Halifa who actually 
killed the three men. 

The three hostages were being held by a 
Hezbollah splinter group controlled and fi¬ 
nanced by Khadaffi. A note found with the 
bodies of the slain men indicated that they 
had been killed in retaliation for the U.S. 

d on Libya. Initially it was believed that 
three men were British citizens: Leigh 
Douglas, a lecturer at the American Uni¬ 
versity in Beirut, Philip Padfield, director of 
a private language school in West Beirut, 
and freelance journalist Alec Collett. Later, 
it was learned that the body believed to be 
Collett’s was in reality the remains of Amer¬ 
ican writer Peter Kilbum, a 60-year-old 
librarian at the American University. 

According to intelligence reports, Maj. 
Halifa received direct instructions from the 
Libyan intelligence headquarters in Tripoli 
to travel to Beirut and see to it that the three 
hostages were killed. Halifa made appropri¬ 
ate arrangements with Syrian authorities 
and traveled to Beirut in a two-car convoy, 
arriving three hours after his departure. The 
first car, a British-made Land-Rover, was 
loaded with Syrian security personnel and 
facilitated the movement of the Libyan mili¬ 
tary attache through Syrian-controlled terri¬ 
tory, after which it returned to Damascus. 
The second car, also a Land-Rover, was 
equipped with radio telephones and pro¬ 
tected by Libyan security guards, who took 
Maj. Halifa, dressed in civvies, to his des¬ 
tination in West Beirut. 

After meeting with the Hezbollah lead¬ 
ers, it was agreed that the executions would 
take place that evening on a dark, narrow, 
deserted street in the Shi’ite section, Chiyah 
e-Salum, of West Beirut. In order to con¬ 
firm the deed to his superiors, Halifa 
brought a camera to the execution site so 
that pictures could be taken of the actual 
murders. After the three men were killed, 
their bodies were dumped on a pile of gar¬ 
bage and Maj. Halifa traveled to offices 
rented by the Libyans in West Beirut to 
make certain that local reporters were noti¬ 
fied of the location of the bodies. The fol¬ 
lowing morning, the energetic young Lib¬ 
yan military attache was on his way back to 
Damascus, and two days later he left Syria 
for Libya. 

The murder of Peter Kilbum was particu¬ 
larly painful for North, since he had come 
very close to securing the release of the quiet 
American University staff librarian. North 
and other U.S. officials hoped to win Kil¬ 
bum’s freedom with a multi-million-dollar 
ransom payment made with chemically 
treated bills that would disintegrate within 


86 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


JANUARY 90 



*8©F 


OUTFITTERS OF THE PROFESSIONALS 

SOF EXCHANGE • P.O. Box 687, Boulder, CO 80306 o Phone 1-800-323-1776 opr. 131 


NEW T-SHIRT!*NEW T-SHIRT!#NEW T-SHIRT! 



SOLDIER OF 
FORTUNE 


SOF Logo 
Black $9.95 


RHODESIAN 

ARMY 


ITEM NO. 


SOF EXCHANGE 

Mail to: SOF EXCHANGE, ST 1/90, P.O. Box 687, Boulder, CO 80306 
We accept telephone orders on MasterCard & Visa — call us at toll-free — 
1-800-323-1776, operator 131. NEW! FAX YOUR ORDER 303-444-5617! 

PAYMENT: □VISA/MASTERCARD □ CHECK ENCLOSED DCOD 


T-Shirts available in S, M, L, XL. 
XXL available for $1.00 addition¬ 
al. Please include $2.00 for the 
first item ordered, include $1.00 
for each additional item for post¬ 
age and handling. Overseas 
orders add 40%. Please allow 4-6 
weeks for delivery. 


Postage & Handling 

3.7% Sales Tax 
(Colo, res.) 


CITY-STATE_ZIP_ 

For customer service calls, dial (303) 449-3750 — between 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 
p.m. mountain time. 






























































120,000 volt 
Force Field 


MAXI-BLASTER 


tMKhl*® 1 * 

CaTtrldftci_ 


■ m Non-Lethal 

Stuns & Immobilizes 

|L Visually intimidating. High 
IP' intensity discharge will discourage 
most attackers up to 20 feet. Uses two 
9-volt batteries (not included). Safety switch. 
LED indicator light and all necessary labeling. 


only $119.95 GUARDIAN Security Products * Dept. SF1 
plus$3.50S& H I 8350 North 7th St. • Phoenix, AZ 85020 

COD & Credit Card Orders - Call; TOLL FREE 1-800-527-4434 


Do you really know your military weapons? 


r— A MUST 
FOR YOUR LIBRARY 

MILITARY & POLICE BOOKS 


NEW! 


NEW 5TH EDITION 

The World's 
Submachine 
Guns, Vol. 1 

1915 to 1963 

By Thomas B. Nelson 

747 pages covering over 
300 weapons with complete 
data and history. Over 650 
photos and drawings. _ . 


The World's 
Machine Pistols 
& Submachine 
Guns, Vol. 2a 

1964 to 1980 

By Thomas B. Nelson 
& Daniel Musgrave 

Over 550 pages- 
Detailing 200 guns- 
Over 600 photos. Only 

$34.95 


NEW 

Service 

Handguns 


The World's 
? Fighting 
Shotguns 

** By noted arms authority 
^ Thomas F. Swearengen 

Over 500 pages. Covers 
^ 250 weapons. 500 photos- 

The complete military 
M and police reference. 

(Just Reprinted) Only 


HANDO ”* 5 


Over 260 pages-Over 450 
photos. Covers over 200 
rare European pistols, 
revolvers. Plus pistol 
ammo- 


NEW- JUST PUBLISHED 

Military Rifle & 
Machine Gun 
Cartridges 


REVISED EDITION 

Imperial Japanese 
Army and Navy 
Uniforms & 
Equipment 


Over 378 pages- 1000 
photos. Superb reference 
text. 


336 pages- Detail color 
photos-Covers: uniforms, 
medals, equipment & small 
arms. Onlv 


ALSO AVAILABLE 

The Devil's Paintbrush 
Sir Hiram Maxim's Gun 

By Dolf Goldsmith 


DEALER INQUIRIES 
INVITED 

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED! 
Book may be returned within 8 
days for a refund (minus postage) 
if not completely satisfied. 

Send $34.95 plus $3.00 for 
postage and handling by 
check or money order. 


IRONSIDE dept so 
INTERNATIONAL 
PUBLISHERS, INC. 

800 Slaters Lane, P.O. Box 55 
Alexandria, Va. 22313-0055 
Telephone: (703) 684-6111 Ext. 224 
Fax: {703)684-6133 Ext. 225 
Telex: 248808 (ARMS UR) 


Classic reference on all Maxim’s 
guns- 367 pages-100's of new 
photos. Only $60.00 


approximately 72 hours, thereby denying the 
kidnappers any reward for their efforts. Be¬ 
fore being sold to the Libyans, Kilbum had 
been held by a band of brigands whose only 
interest was money, not politics. 

The killings in Beirut were not the only 
act of revenge. In the weeks that followed, 
one American diplomat was shot in Aden, 
South Yemen, and another in Khartoum, 
the capital of the Sudan. In the first two 
months following the raid, the United States 
experienced 11 terrorist attacks that plausi¬ 
bly could be linked to the action against 
Libya. ^ 

I WAS THERE 

Continued from page 16 

rudimentary depth gauges, it was de¬ 
termined that the holes didn’t go all the 
way through. Much amusement fol¬ 
lowed this discovery, and as I carefully 
wiped the oozing blood away I began 
to feel that no one would express the 
proper sympathy for me in my present 
condition. 

Then to my relief I saw Richard Davis 
coming up to me with a look of sincere 
concern etched in his face. Here at last 
was the proper reaction to the plight of a 
suffering human being. “We need to re¬ 
take the scene from the point that you fell 
to the ground,” he said. 

Imagine my enthusiasm at the pros¬ 
pect of “Dead Eye Dick” Solheim tak¬ 
ing another fling at hitting my ballistic 
pad from 6 feet After an intensive con¬ 
versation which ended with the com¬ 
ment, “Just watch your front sight, 
dammit,” the scene was refilmed and 
now will no doubt hold a place of hon¬ 
or in the annals of cinematic history. 

You can get the video mentioned in 
this story, “Second Chance Vs. Mag¬ 
num Forceby writing Second 
Chance, Dept SOF, PO Box 578, 
Central Lake, MI 49622; phone 1- 
800-253-7090. It’s two hours long and 
costs $25 including postage. ^ 


MOZAMBIQUE 

Continued from page 39 

our group, Renamo soldiers and all, partici¬ 
pated in a drumming and dancing party. We 
were freely given food and directions. No 
one was starving, no one ran into the bush at 
our approach. This is not the behavior of a 
people that has been raped, mutilated and 
murdered. 

There was plenty of food while we were 
there, and Renamo does have a collection 
system. They run food storage centers 
called “controls” to which people bring 
their surplus. We stayed at several controls. 
The amount brought was left to the discre¬ 
tion of the farmer, and the people seemed to 
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come willingly. In a country with no refri¬ 
geration, little storage, and no outlets in 
which to sell, their surplus is just that — 
extra — and they might as well donate it. In 
addition, as we walked through cultivated 
areas, the soldiers never took food from the 
fields. If we wanted com or fruit, they al¬ 
ways asked the owner of the fields for per¬ 
mission. Renamo soldiers are severely 
punished for stealing even an ear of com. 
One day we walked 12 hours with no food 
— no breakfast, no lunch, no snack, no 
nothing. I was casting covetous glances at 
every passing papaya. We took nothing. 

Renamo does, as Gersony reports, use 
civilian porters. The only way to transport 
anything is to carry it, usually on your head. 
There are very few paths wide enough to 
allow a Land-Rover; besides, I didn’t see 
any Land-Rovers. Renamo supposedly has 
some functional motorcycles, but I never 
saw those either. Almost everything is 
transported by foot. All of the soldiers carry 
things, and I can easily believe that they get 
civilians to carry things as well. However, 
there was no indication that they starved or 
beat their porters to death, as Gersony 
alleges. On three occasions our party took a 
civilian along, twice to show the way, and 
once to carry a pack. These civilians, 
however, only stayed with us a for a few 
miles, and then went back. 

Finally, Gersony’s report on the treat¬ 
ment of women is questionable. He says, 
“Another function of the young girls and 
adult women is to provide sex to the com¬ 


batants. From refugee reports it appears that 
these women are required to submit to sex¬ 
ual demands, in effect to be raped, on a 
frequent and sustained basis.” This implies 
that Renamo sanctions and institutionalizes 
rape, which given their dependence on the 
support of the population, and the good 
relations I observed between civilians and 
the soldiers, is improbable. 

In 1986 SOF Contributing Editor Robert 
MacKenzie was in Zambezia Province, 
escorting some missionaries out of Mozam¬ 
bique, and he witnessed Renamo prosecu¬ 
tion of a rape case. A senior military com¬ 
mander had raped a girl, and her parents had 
complained to Renamo. The commander 
was dragged before the troops, demoted, 
and beaten. Then he was sent to the girl’s 
village where he was also beaten. He re¬ 
entered Renamo stripped of all rank. If Re¬ 
namo sanctioned rape, the aggrieved par¬ 
ents would hardly have gone to them to 
administer justice for the crime. 

Gersony’s report is an official document, 
and has been widely quoted. It has effec¬ 
tively prohibited an even-handed political 
contact with Renamo. What statesman 
would wish to deal with the modem equiva¬ 
lent of Attilla the Hun? The Gersony report 
has closed a lot of doors, and closed a lot of 
minds. In addition, the Gersony report 
stands alone and conquers public opinion by 
default. Renamo is its own worst enemy in 
the area of public relations. They remain 
isolated in the bush, and produce no author¬ 
itative external newsletter. Their foreign 


representatives are remote, scattered and in 
disarray. Renamo also seems to attract a 
lunatic fringe of “guerrilla war groupies” 
who volunteer to espouse their cause, to the 
infinite detriment of Renamo’s credibility. 

I asked President Dhlakama about the 
inadequacies in his foreign representation 
and he acknowledged a serious problem. He 
said that “the external representation is 
weak. They have communication problems 
among themselves and there is weak com¬ 
munication between Renamo and them. 
Several have been more interested in their 
own personal intrigues than in Renamo.” 
He agreed that Renamo must address this 
problem. 

In terms of relations with the United 
States government, things may be improv¬ 
ing albeit subtly. Chester Crocker is no lon¬ 
ger Assistant Secretary of State for African 
Affairs. His replacement, Herman Cohen, 
is a career diplomat with extensive African 
experience. I interviewed him on 7 June 
1989 and asked whether State Department 
policy with regard to Renamo had changed. 
He answered that it had not. He said that the 
United States has a normal relationship with 
Chissano’s government and doesn’t want to 
have a relationship with Renamo. He said 
that the Mozambican government had been 
very helpful to the United States in a region¬ 
al context, specifically in preventing cross- 
border violence with South Africa, in assist¬ 
ing the United States in dealing with the 
Angolan government, and in helping to ease 
tensions between South Africa and the rest 
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of the Front-line states. He asserted that 
Chissano was indeed moving away from his 
earlier Stalinist-type policies, (Mr. Cohen 
called them “Stalinist”)? but allowed that 
he had a long way to go. He added, howev¬ 
er, that “we look toward a political solu¬ 
tion.” He seemed aware that, even with 
continued assistance, Chissano cannot ex¬ 
pect to attain a military victory. 

I asked him what role he saw for the State 
Department, if any, in resolving the conflict 
in Mozambique. He answered that the State 
Department would make itself available as a 
negotiator, if all sides desired it. He sug¬ 
gested that in a regional context the State 
Department could talk with the Soviets, the 
South Africans and the Zimbabweans. In 
his confirmation hearings Mr. Cohen said 
that he would talk to anybody if it would do 
some good, and he reiterated this to me. He 
said, “Yes, we would talk to Dhlakama if it 
would be useful.” 

A change seems to be in the air. Mr. 
Cohen said that even Chissano is using the 
term “bandits” less often. Mugabe has said 
that he wouldn’t stand in the way of Re- 
namo-Frelimo talks. The State Department 
has actually, although unofficially, recog¬ 
nized that Renamo exists. President Dhla¬ 
kama has said that he will come to the peace 
table with no pre-conditions, just that the 
talks be serious and fair. These are major 
shifts. It would be wonderful if the State 
Department would use its skills in quiet 
diplomacy and Byzantine negotiations to 
bring peace to Mozambique. The country 
needs peace. The only way to do that is to 
talk to Renamo, talk honestly and fairly. 
President Dhlakama is too strong to allow 
himself to be sold out. 

Whatever you think of Renamo, they are 
there, 25,000 strong, self-sufficient and 
committed. Despite all of the foreign assist¬ 
ance pouring in to Chissano, he is unable to 
vanquish them and they are prepared to fight 
on for their goals. Continued chaos in 
Mozambique is not in anyone’s interest, and 
one would hope that Chissano would be 
willing to relinquish his monopoly on power 
in order to bring peace to his war-ravaged 
people. Surely the time has come to give 
Renamo a chance to state their case. They 
want elections. We advocate elections for 
everyone else, why not for Mozambicans? 
In America we espouse the right of free 
speech and for a fair hearing. How about for 
Renamo too? ^ 


SOVIET AIRBORNE 

Continued from page 81 

as the VDV. Equipment and training have 
benefited, the VDV served bravely in Afghan¬ 
istan, and in their view did their international¬ 
ist duty to the best of their ability. 

One senior colonel predicted the day 
when U.S., Soviet and British paratroopers 
would all meet on the battlefield, not as 
enemies but as allies. The common enemy: 
Islamic fundamentalism. 

“We gathered much intelligence in Af- 
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ghanistan and besides guerrillas there were 
extreme fundamentalists,'’ the colonel said. 
‘There was even a mercenary fundamental¬ 
ist brigade of Hezb-i-Islami working with 
Iranians. It had Islamic fanatics from North 
Africa, Yemen, Saudi anti-royalists, Paki¬ 
stanis, Iranians and even Moro guerrillas 
from the Philippines/’ (This is substantially 
correct according to independent Western 
defense journals). “These people will not 
stop after Afghanistan. No, you in the West 
should read what they are saying; they are 
coming to the gates of Moscow and 
Washington — the great Satans — on their 
Jihad. The conflict soon will not be East- 
West but North-South,” the colonel con¬ 
cluded. 

In the evenings we all retired to the 
banya , the traditional Russian version of the 
sauna, complete with birch twigs. You can¬ 
not leave, I was told by a grinning compan¬ 
ion, until 21 drops of sweat fall from the end 
of your nose. “When boys came back from 
Afghanistan, first thing we would do is get 
them straight in here to clean the country out 
of their system,” an officer told me. After 
the banya, a cold pool plunge is followed by 
a battering from a pressure hose. 

Wrapped in towel-sheets we sat down to 
eat salmon, pancakes and sour cream, cav¬ 
iar, East German beer, orange juice and 
Siberian vodka. As a whiskey drinker I 
sipped the vodka with all the passion an 
Irishman could muster. It tasted like battery 
acid and had the bouquet of Skid Row 
socks; I fought back the contortions that 
threatened to take over my face when the 
lieutenant colonel beside me asked why I 
didn’t throw it down my throat like a Rus¬ 
sian: 4 ‘That way you can’t taste or smell it. ’ ’ 

At the close of one such session, the 
deputy commander of the school presented 
me with my blue airborne beret and blue and 
white Telnaishka shirt. I had spent many 
days at the school with the Rokupashni Boi 
specialists, in the parachute training area 
and at the nearby Oka River training area 
with the BMDs and the full range of Soviet 
personnel and platoon weapons. On one 
such day I waited in vain for the cloud cover 
to lift so that I could board an AN-12 and 
jump with the D-5 parachute, thereby earn¬ 
ing my Russian wings. It had taken a lot of 
pleading with Lt. Gen. Slyu’sar’ to get him 
to allow me to become the first Westerner to 
win his Soviet wings and now the Russian 
weather turned against me. 

Despite the failure the general gave me an 
open invitation to return to Ryazan and 
undertake their course. “We will teach you 
to jump into trees, on top of buildings, into 
the water — everything,” he said with a 
smile. “Stay for six months and we’ll even 
make you a Soviet officer.” ^ 
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dogs, but this request must be approved by 
representatives from the center after inspec¬ 
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with units in the air force, marines, border 
police and rangers. 

While the center has Dobermans, Rott¬ 
weilers, Labrador Retrievers and German 
Shepherds among its students, the 
shepherds are the preferred breed overall, 
due to their more stable temperament and 
intelligence. The school, however, prefers 
Dobermans for the patrol and sentry classes 
which require attack training. 

All pups selected for training are inocu¬ 
lated at eight months against common 
canine diseases. Canine candidates begin 
their military education at the age of one 
year. Course length is 60 days and involves 
a schedule of 15 minutes of training fol¬ 
lowed by 10 minutes of rest. 

Would-be handlers must complete a one- 
week selection phase with the successful 
candidates going on to a 16-week training 
course. Unlike in the United States, a sol¬ 
dier can remain in the dog program as a 
handler as long as he desires. They normally 
remain with their dogs for six to eight years. 

A handler and his dog are returned to the 
center once a year for retraining, designed 
to upgrade their capabilities and provide 
them with any new techniques that have 
emerged during the time they have been in 
the field. 

Although it was difficult to select the 
most outstanding example of training dis¬ 
played during the demonstrations by the 
cadre, the attack sequence was guaranteed 
to get your attention. The sight of a 125- 
pound Doberman taking off from a dead run 
and launching himself airborne to clamp his 
teeth on the padded arm of an instructor was 
hard to ignore. 

One thing that really struck home was the 
fact that the Thai trainers, unlike their U.S. 
counterparts, do not dress in a fully padded, 
protective suit, but instead use only a single 
protective shield covering one arm. I had 
several uncomfortable moments watching a 
black-and-tan, four-footed killing machine 
hurtling toward a 5-foot-2-inch Thai who 
was wearing just a T-shirt, a pair of shorts, 
and a sleeve protector. Had the Doberman 
suddenly changed his mind and decided to 
have an hors ‘ d’oeurve of Thai cojones, the 
Thai soldier would have qualified for the 
Vienna Boys Choir immediately. 

After the attack demo an instructor trotted 
out, carrying a Colt .45. He moved across 
the parade ground and hid the weapon in a 
clump of thick brush some 200 meters 
away. A German Shepherd was released 
shortly thereafter and wasted no time in 
sticking his nose to the ground, heading in 
the general direction taken by the instructor. 
He disappeared into the bush and in minutes 
emerged wagging his tail with the .45 
securely clutched in his teeth. 

At our applause the shepherd increased 
his rate of tail-wag and sat down next to his 
handler, who petted him and reached for the 
pistol. No! Private Dog decided the .45 was 
his and no one was going to get it. 

The handler, watching the dog with one 
eye and the deputy commander with the 
other, moved quickly after his charge who’d 
wagged and scampered several paces away 


STEINER 

MILITARY-MARINE 

BINOCULARS 



Battlefield 
Tough 


PENETRATING I1GHTPOWER 


Steiner-Germany, the No. 1 Military 
binocular for more than 40 nations. The 
toughest, the brightest. From Israeli Com¬ 
mandoes to Special Forces to Navy Seals. 
When you put it on the line, demand the 
best. Get yourself a Steiner Binocular. 
Steiner. The right gear for the right man. 

The new Steiner 
7 x 50 Commander 
RS 2000 with built 
in compass and 
rangefinder. 



STEINER C 



(It RMAIMY: 


Pioneer Marketing & Research 

216 Haddon Ave., Westmont. NJ 08108 
(609) 854-2424 • (000) 257-7742 
In Canada: Steiner Optlk Canada, Inc., 500 Ouellette Ave., 
Windsor, Ont., N9A1B3, (519) 258-7263 


r 



PARIS '89 


JET AGE’S video presen¬ 
tation of the 1989 Paris Air- 


show emphasizes the military 
aircraft flying displays. 

You'll see Russia's 


periorlty fighter, Russia's 
newest and hottestl 


These plus many other > 
aircraft fly through their 
paces at the world's 
most prestigious 
aviation 
event. 


dominance of the show 


with performances by the 
world's largest aircraft, the 
newest combat helicopter 
and the incredible perform¬ 
ance of the SU-27 air-su- 


Approx. 75 minutes running time (specify 
VMS or BETA) $59.95 plus $3.95 postage & 
handling ($6.00 outside the USA) 

JET-AGE PRODUCTIONS 

P.O. Box 64685, Tucson, AZ 85740 


92 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


JANUARY 90 
















to take a seat not far from us. Again, no 
success. By now, even Col. Nantawan was 
smiling and the chase had shed all attempts 
at military discipline and had turned into a 
foot race that ended when the handler 
caught the pistol-packer next to a jeep and 
wrestled away the prize. 

An intermission show featuring all breeds 
included such feats as jumping through 
flaming hoops, dancing on hind legs, roll¬ 
ing over, turning flips and demonstrating 
how high each candidate could leap. An 
instructor took pains to tell us that this phase 
of the demonstration wasn’t a part of the 
regular program of instruction. 

Bob Brown was intent on getting a cover 
shot for SOF, and asked one of the handlers 
to bring over an attack shepherd. Brown lay 
down on the ground and focused on the dog 
while an assistant instructor with a padded 
arm stood behind RKB and taunted the 
lunging beast. I personally felt that Brown 
should have, in getting the best photo possi¬ 
ble, allowed the handler to release the dog 
and let him attack, thereby getting an un¬ 
forgettable cover shot. Unfortunately, RKB 
didn’t agree, and we were forced to settle 
for white teeth and snarling lips. 

Following the intermission show, dem¬ 
onstrations involving mine-detecting Lab¬ 
rador Retrievers and narcotics-sniffing 
shepherds were held. The extremely high 
level of competence shown by these animals 
left no doubt as to the excellence of their 
training. 

Patrol formations were next, and a com¬ 
bat-equipped squad of Thai soldiers moved 
across the field with shepherds. Standard 
combat patrol formation in a Thai army unit 
including dogs consists of 12 men and two 
dogs. According to a senior instructor, the 
squad leader can expect his dog to alert from 
100 to 150 meters away if there is an enemy 
presence in their area. Having two dogs 
affords the patrol leader the option of alter¬ 
nating the animals on the point. The length 
of time a dog is allowed to remain on point is 
a matter of personal discretion on the part of 
the patrol leader, as no two dogs possess the 
same level of alertness under periods of high 
stress, and high stress is an integral part of 
combat patrolling in any AO. 

After the demonstrations had finished we 
were shown the breeding areas and puppy 
compounds. One experimental breeding 
effort had produced a Doberman-Rottweiler 
hybrid puppy that was markedly larger than 
members of his peer group. Looking at the 
size of the head and paws, I had a vision of 
him full-grown and attacking some hapless 
troop attempting to infiltrate the wire. It 
wasn’t a pretty sight. 

One thing that impressed me above all at the 
center was the enthusiasm and morale of the 
cadre and troops. There is no way to fake 
morale, and it is a sign of excellent command 
techniques when personnel demonstrate their 
enjoyment in what they’re doing. The troops 
and dogs at Pak Chong truly appreciate one 
another. And the CO, deputy CO, staff and 
cadre have plenty to be proud of. 

Our sincere thanks and deep respect go 
out to those who made our visit to the mili¬ 
tary dog training center possible. ^ 
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VIVE LES GUNS 

Continued from page 71 

sear directly behind. When the hammer is 
cocked, it is held back by the main sear. 
When the trigger is pulled, the main sear 
moves forward off its notch on the hammer 
and the hammer rotates up and forward, 
driven by its coil spring. When the bolt 
moves back and rolls the hammer down, it’s 
caught by the secondary sear. When the 
trigger is released, the secondary sear 
moves back out of engagement with the 
hammer. As the hammer starts forward after 
the trigger has been released, it is caught 
once more by the main sear and held until 
the trigger is pulled again. The trigger 
mechanism is contained in a cheaply fabri¬ 
cated housing which is held to the receiver 
by a slotted-head screw which is also notch¬ 
ed to engage a locking spring on the trigger 
guard. A cross-bolt safety with an extension 
bar containing a cross-checkered button on 
the end is rotated toward the trigger to both 
block trigger movement and impede access 
to the trigger. Trigger pull weights vary 
from five to 10 pounds. 

MAS 1944/49 staggered, box-type, de¬ 
tachable magazines hold 10 rounds and are 
well-designed. The follower spring, fabri¬ 
cated from 0.066-inch diameter round wire, 
is of unusual design as it is wound into a coil 
at each of the joints. The magazine is held in 
position by a spring-loaded catch riveted to 
the right side of the magazine body. The 
catch engages a notch on the right side of the 
receiver. The magazine floorplate is some¬ 
what difficult to remove. 

A hold-open device, located in the re¬ 
ceiver, is operated by the magazine follower 
to block the forward movement of the bolt 
group after the last shot has been fired. The 
catchis spring loaded and when not engaged 
by either the magazine follower or bolt face 
will move down and out of the bolt path. 

The sights, bayonet, stacking hook and 
sling swivels are identical in type and loca¬ 
tion to those of the MAS 1936 turn-bolt 
rifle. The butt stock, butt plate, forearm and 
handguard are also of similar configuration 
and construction. The buttstock is held to 
the receiver by a single, peened screw. 

Somewhat heavier than the MAS 1936, 
the MAS 44 weighs 8.6 pounds, empty. 
Barrel length is 22.9 inches and the overall 
length is 42.3 inches. There are 120 compo¬ 
nents, compared with 81 for the Ml Garand 
and 99 for the SVT-40. A large number of 
the MAS 44’s parts are screws and pins. All 
screws not intended to be disassembled by 
the soldier are held in place by peening. 

Field stripping the MAS 44/49 series 
rifles presents no problems and can be 
accomplished in about 12 seconds. Remove 
the magazine and clear the weapon by re¬ 
tracting the bolt group with the checkered 
plastic cocking knob on the bolt carrier. 
Leave the hammer in the cocked position. 
Depress the spring-loaded catch at the back 
of the receiver and slide the top cover for¬ 
ward and off of the receiver. Withdraw the 

Continued on page 98 
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Put On tourThinking Cap. 
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Whether you're an aspiring five star general or you just enjoy a great strategy game, you’ll love the action and realism of 
RED STORM RISING™ and THE HUNT FOP RED OCTOBER™ board games from TSR. 

Based on the novels by best selling author Tom Clancy, RED STORM RISING and THE HUNT FOR RED OCTOBER games test your 
skills as a military strategist. You control the action. In the RED STORM RISING game, players command the land and air forces of 
the Warsaw Pact and NATO countries in the climactic struggle for control of Europe. In THE HUNT FOR RED OCTOBER game, players 
live the adventure of submarine and naval warfare searching for the elusive Soviet nuclear submarine. Both games can be played 
separately or together to create the ultimate World War III battle scenario. Each game features a full-color, tri-fold board with hundreds 
of military playing pieces, background and equipment notes and game scenarios. A basic set of rules makes start-up easy. And the 
advanced rules will challenge even the most avid strategy game player. 


So man your battle stations and put on your thinking caps. RED STORM RISING™ and THE HUNT FOR RED OCTOBER™ games are 
now available at a toy, hobby or book store near you. 

































NO SOUND NO FLASH NO SMOKE NO DETECTION 



NO NONSENSE! "Just load your gun." No need for a mechanical silencer; believe it. A silent round adaptable to 
almost any caliber rifle or handgun. This is just a small sample of the hundreds of technical publications and 
sources you will find in our exciting new MILITARY - SCIENCE catalog. Each one Is loaded with facts, figures and 
detailed drawings of sophisticated firearms and specialized weapons of every description. THIS STUFF IS HOTl 



* FirePower Inc. 


’m Q.P.O. BOX #7 DEPT. BIOO 
m CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY 

am 07016 u.s.a. 


EXCLUSIVE 50 PAGE CATALOG - $5.00 

UNITED STATES FUNDS ONLY 

"YOU WON’T BE DISAPPOINTED" 

COPYRIGHT 1990 FIRE POWER INC. © 



THE TRUE STORY OF LT.GEN. 
MITCHELL L. WERBEU III 
AND “WHISPERING DEATH” 
AVAILABLE NOW ON THIS 
EXPLOSIVE DOCU-VIDEO* 

The 71*06 Facts Of This Brave 
Soldier Revealed By His Sons. 

Recently slandered in death by TV net¬ 
works and supermarket scandal rass as hav¬ 
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publisher Larry Flynt, The General barks 
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recoil spring. Pull back on the retracting 
handle and withdraw the bolt group. Sepa¬ 
rate the carrier from the bolt and withdraw 
the firing pin from the bolt body. No further 
disassembly is usually required. Re¬ 
assemble in the reverse order. Removal of 
the forearm and handguard may present 
some difficulty as the front sling swivel 
screw is usually peened to its steel retaining 
band. If the forearm is loose, its fit can be 
tightened by small leather shims placed in¬ 
side its receptacle in the front of the receiv¬ 
er. Loose buttstocks are frequently encoun¬ 
tered on these rifles and this requires careful 
removal of the peened surface on their re¬ 
taining screw inside the receiver and re- 
peening after tightening. 

When the MAS Model 1949 rifle was 
adopted, several other modifications were 
incorporated in addition to the grenade 
launcher, which is similar in type to that of 
the MAS 1936/51 (although it is graduated 
with numbers from 8 to 26). A dovetailed 
scope mount was milled into the left side of 
the receiver. While the sight radius remains 
at 26 inches and the front sight is still a 
tapered blade with a width of 0.085 inches 
at the top, the front sight hood was replaced 
by protective ears. More important, the rear 
sight aperture, with a diameter of 0.048 
inches can be adjusted for both windage and 
elevation zero. A spring-loaded plunger 
operates against the aperture to hold it in 
position and offer a total of nine clicks (at 
0.012 inches each) for elevation zero. By 
means of a screw, the rear sight unit can be 
moved in its dovetailed base over a range of 
six clicks (each having the same value as 
those for elevation) for adjustment of win¬ 
dage zero. 

The MAS 49 rifle was, in turn, eventually 
modified and adopted as the MAS 1949/56, 
in which configuration it sailed into 
obsolescence when replaced in 1979 by the 
caliber 5.56x45mm NATO FA MAS bull- 
pup . The barrel was shortened by almost 2!/z 
inches to a length of 20.5 inches. This re¬ 
sulted in a loss of approximately 200 fps in 
muzzle velocity. A threaded flash suppres¬ 
sor was added to the muzzle. The rear sight 
housing was altered and the ability to adjust 
for elevation zero was deleted. This adjust¬ 
ment was placed on the re-designed post¬ 
type front sight. The handguard and forearm 
were shortened and the forearm configura¬ 
tion altered to the “schnabel” type (curved 
to resemble the beak of a bird). The grenade 
launcher sight was moved from the left side 
to the top of the barrel. Its range numbers, 
now milled into the barrel, are graduated 
from 9 to 19. A gas cut-off, in the form of a 
small pivoting leaf that must he lifted in 
order to employ the grenade launcher sight, 
was also incorporated. 

At this time and at long last, the bayonet 
was completely re-designed also. Its blade 
shape was taken from that of the U.S. M4- 
M7 knife bayonets. Grip panels are of 
black, un-checkered plastic. There are two 
muzzle rings. The front ring fits over the 
flash suppressor, the rear one on the band's 
grenade launcher collar. The rear muzzle 
ring diminishes the bayonet’s value as a 
fighting or utility knife. A leather frog has 
been riveted to the steel scabbard. 
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A beta-light night vision attachment that 
slips over the muzzle and the Model 1953 
scope were sometimes issued with the MAS 
49/56. Four spare magazines were standard 
issue and were carried in leather pouches on 
the Mle 1922 leather LBE. 

It has been reputed that a limited quantity 
of MAS 49/56 rifles were manufactured in 
caliber 7.62x51mm NATO. Unconfirmed 
reports allege that some of these went to the 
Colombian army. The disposition of any 
others is unknown. 

In addition to France, few nations — with 
the exception of former French or Belgian 
colonies such as Benin, Burundi, Belgian 
Congo, Cameroon, Central African Repub¬ 
lic, Chad, Djibouti, Ivory Coast, Malagasy 
Republic and Rwanda—ever issued French 
caliber 7.5x54mm caliber weapons to their 
armies. Syria, over which France once had a 
League of Nations mandate, also used the 
MAS 49 and 49/56 rifles. 

From 16 October to 7 November 1950, a 
test of the MAS Ml 944, Type A (apparently 
a prototype of the MAS 49 as the specimen 
was equipped with a grenade launcher and 
dovetailed scope base attached to the left 
side of the receiver by means of three screws 
and spot welding, as well as the fully adjust¬ 
able rear sight) was conducted at Aberdeen 
Proving Ground, Maryland. 

One rifle, with a cracked receiver and no 
spare parts, was obtained for this test. The 
endurance test was to consist of 4,500 
rounds, but firing ceased after 3,418 rounds 
when the extractor failed. The conclusions 
were that the rifle was extremely simple and 
appeared easy to manufacture. It was easily 
field stripped but complete disassembly was 
inconvenient. It exhibited possibilities of 
excellent function and endurance perform¬ 
ance and gave average accurancy perform¬ 
ance (6.50 inches of extreme spread at 100 
yards compared to 6.74 inches for three Ml 
Garands). Damage to several components 
during the test was due to excessive energy 
of the reciprocating parts. It was recom¬ 
mended that the principle of operation be 
investigated by designers of lightweight 
military rifles, and in retrospect it is obvious 
that Eugene Stoner heeded this advice. 

Approximately 700 MAS 44 rifles were 
imported by Century several years ago, 
most in almost new condition. They have all 
been sold and today command up to $300 
each. They are marked with the serial num¬ 
ber and “MAS MLE 1944“ on the left side 
of the receiver. Exactly 1,919 MAS 49 
rifles were recently imported by Century 
from Syria. All of them were subjected to 
heavy use and while a few are in “very 
good” condition, most are battlefield 
“beaters.” Their present value ranges from 
$190 to $230. Markings are of a similar type 
and in the same location as the MAS 44, 
except that the model designation has been 
changed to “MLE 1949”, and “CAL 7,5” 
added. There were eight MAS 49/56 rifles 
(marked “MLE 1949-56”) in this lot from 
Syria. Three were destroyed in a fire at the 
Century International Arms offices and the 
other five were quickly sold to salivating 
collectors. As there are probably fewer than 
a dozen MAS 49/56 rifles in the United 
States, their current value is somewhat in 
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excess of $1,200 with little prospect that 
any more will be released anytime in the 
near future by the French government. 

All of the above may interest collectors, 
but these rifles hold no appeal to shooters 
unless reasonably priced ammunition for 
them is available. Millions of rounds of 
Syrian-manufactured ball ammo have re¬ 
cently been imported. The Arabic head- 
stamp on the brass, Berdan-primed cases 
indicates the rounds were manufactured in 
1957. The 139-grain, FMJ, flat-based bul¬ 
lets have a copper-washed steel jacket with 
a substantial crimping groove and a lead 
core. The propellant charge consists of 44.5 
grains of a fine, round ball powder (French 
ammunition in this caliber usually features a 
square flake powder of approximately the 
same charge weight). 

Both the French and Syrian cases are of 
erratic strength, and when fired in semiauto¬ 
matic rifles you can expect approximately 
10 rim shears in every 1,000 thousand 
rounds. I suggest wiping the cases with a 
light coat of a “canwba”-type car wax. It 
will turn to liquid in the hot chamber and 
serve to lubricate the cases and ease extrac¬ 
tion. In any event, a broken case is no more 
than a temporary annoyance and easy 
enough to remove. It is to be expected when 
firing older vintage rifles and machine guns 
with surplus military ammunition. 

All of these French caliber 7.5x54mm in¬ 
fantry rifles are sturdy, reliable, ugly enough 
to be fascinating and permeated with history 


(although they postdate “Beau Geste,” all 
except the MAS 49/56 were used in French 
Indochina). Ammunition is plentiful and the 
weapons themselves are genuine bargains. 
For about 200 bucks you can have a semi¬ 
automatic military rifle that’s guaranteed to 
infuriate Howard Metzenbaum, as their 10- 
round detachable magazines rub right up 
against his magic limit. For only $65 you can 
own and shoot a military turn-bolt that’s safe 
from his dutches until he and the rest of his 
ilk go after “sniper rifles’’ (i.e. any rifle to 
which a scope could be, by any means, 
attached). ^ 


BIZARRE BAZAAR 

Continued from page 65 

the best buy is a genuine 1942-issue British 
paratrooper’s cammie battle-smock — just 
Rs 30 ($1.50). 

Several Western journalists covering the 
war in Afghanistan have created a profitable 
sideline business out of dealing in military 
surplus. One, for example, sells the British 
para smocks in London for up to 70 pounds 
each to a theatrical costume agency which 
hires them out to movie producers keen on 
authenticity. 

Peter Jouvenal, a documentary film mak¬ 
er who has made 50 trips inside Afghanistan 
since 1980, sells Soviet uniforms as a pas¬ 
time. Formerly with the 7th Para Regiment 


of the Royal Horse Artillery, Jouvenal now 
supplies the British Army with specific 
equipment and documents of Soviet origin 
which are used, he says, “for recognition 
purposes, not training.’’ 

He also supplies shops catering to the 
military collector, but insists this is just a 
hobby. “I’m not in it for the money but just 
because it interests me,’’ he said. “Besides, 
there is bugger all else to do in Peshawar on 
a Friday. ’’ Personally he is chasing a mobile 
workshop such as found in big Zil trucks to 
convert into a film-editing studio, but his 
challenge lies in wrangling some bigger 
prey. ‘‘I’d love to supply an APC — not for 
the cash —just for the fun of doing it,” he 
muses. 

As the man who recently led a BBC team 
into the heart of Kabul and out again suc¬ 
cessfully, he’s got the talent and the balls to 
do it. For the present, though, Jouvenal is 
occupied filling an order for 100 Soviet 
army summer uniforms complete with 
boots, belts, bayonets, ammo and gas-mask 
pouches and packs. 

For the souvenir hunter chasing some¬ 
thing martial yet practical for peaceful use, 
then select one of the so-called “Kalash¬ 
nikov carpets” woven by enterprising 
Afghan refugees who have brought out a 
range of pieces depicting AKs, RPGs, pis¬ 
tols, bullets and even tanks and helicopters. 
Some are even woven with the name and 
serial number of the gun, although the spell¬ 
ing is often a little shaky, e.g. “Kalshnke- 
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koup.” 

While the Peshawar-based mujahideen 
leadership continues to predict an imminent 
collapse of the Najib regime, recent action 
around Jalalabad and Kandahar suggests 
not, and if the current pressure on muj field 
commanders to negotiate a peaceful settle¬ 
ment for coexistence with Kabul gains 
momentum, then serious collectors who 
wish to have a military memento of Ivan’s 
invasion of Afghanistan should be in Pesha¬ 
war now. * 


SRI LANKA 

Continued from page 59 

detained. But it is such finds which lead to 
others. For instance, acting on information 
developed through leads, a major operation 
I went on missed its primary target, a key 
JVP figure, but did catch its secondary 
target, four cadre. Thus are inroads made in 
wrapping up the insurgent infrastructure. 

And so it goes, day after wearing day. 
That the troops have held up so well to date 
is due to their tremendous esprit built up 
from years of combat, capped by the suc¬ 
cessful “Liberation I” operation; by a 
strong sense of nationalism; and by the com¬ 
petent leadership provided by the officer 
corps. 

Indeed, not only have the officers shared 
the hardships of the past years with their 


men, virtually all of those with whom I was 
associated — such as the officer leading my 
escort as we paused at the beginning of this 
article — had been wounded at least once. 
Thus there is little gap between leaders and 
those led. Instead, there seems a deep sense 
of shared status as guardians of a troubled 
but proud nation. 

True, I heard nothing save disdain for the 
corrupt politicians who have led this para¬ 
dise into disaster. Yet the bonds which bind 
the army together are not in the main those 
of opposition: they are the shared sinews of 
regimental esprit. 

These were clearly visible as I stood with 
the officers of the Gajaba Regiment on a boil¬ 
ing afternoon — an afternoon which followed 
an early morning cordon and search. There, at 
a village in the heart of Anuradhapura (Sri 
Lanka’s capital a thousand years ago when the 
island was a mighty empire that extended its 
sway as far as southern India and Southeast 
Asia), we had come to buiy one of the regi¬ 
ment’s own. 

The corporal had come home on leave 
from an operational area, only to be assas¬ 
sinated by a JVP hit squad. No one in the 
village had been willing to guide them, so 
they had blundered their way to his house, 
led him away, then gunned him down. 
Now, as the entire force in training at the 
regimental center stood at attention and two 
lonely bugles played taps, hundreds of villa¬ 
gers crowded around the coffin to pay their 
respects. 


The mother tried to throw herself into the 
grave of her only son but was restrained. 
Already her husband was dead, she wailed, 
now they had taken her boy. 

In was that same magic hour. No magic 
this time, you would think. But there was 
something. 

Three quick rifle salutes. The lead bearer 
took from the coffin the lion-emblazoned 
flag and the soldier’s beret, its regimental 
plume glowing bright in the light which 
filtered through the trees. He turned. The 
regimental officers held their stiff salute, 
and the assembled regiment did likewise. 
He handed the plumed bundle to the small 
woman. 

Even the tumult of the mourning throng 
stopped for that instant. In the background 
towered the ruined stupas of Anuradhapura. 
And between the notes of the bugle call, 
whispered the wind, “Lanka, you shall not 
fall again. We are here.” ^ 


IN REVIEW 
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settle in with this memory of good men 
not forgotten. 

On the subject of ghosts of Christ¬ 
mas past, 1989 marked the 50th 
anniversary of the beginning of World 
War II (accepting 1 September ’39, 
Hitler’s invasion of Poland, as a start- 
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ing point). How many thousands of 
books have been written on that six- 
year follow-up to the war to end all 
wars? Our bookshelves are sagging, 
that’s for sure. But we’ll make room for 
one more, The Historical Encyclo¬ 
pedia of World War II (Facts On 
File), the A-to-Z of people, places, 
events, organizations, plans, cam¬ 
paigns — nearly everything the casual, 
or avid, World War II reader needs for 
quick and concise reference. We’ll rate 
this as a “must have” that’ll give you 
good service long after the toys have 
broken and the batteries run dry. 

Although shamrocks and roasting 
chestnuts are out of holiday sync, 
Shamrock and Sword (University of 


Oklahoma Press) by Robert Ryal Miller 
will give you cocktail-hour conversa¬ 
tion whether you’re swilling brandy- 
heavy eggnog or Saint Patrick’s Day 
Irish-green tinted beer. Start with this 
cheery gambit: What foreign war in 
which the United States engaged had 
the highest number of U.S. deserters? 
If you answered Vietnam, exile your¬ 
self to Stockholm. It was the U.S.- 
Mexican War of 1846-48, and where 
did many of those deserters go? Why, 
to join the Battalion de San Patricio — 
The Saint Patrick’s Battalion — of the 
Mexican army, that’s where. These 
“Saint Patricks” (actually, Irishmen 
comprised only about two-fifths of the 
unit), led by John Riley and fighting 


under a shamrock flag, engaged U.S. 
forces during five major battles. Mex¬ 
ico viewed them as heroes; the U.S. 
Army feit a bit differently: when cap¬ 
tured they were courtmartialed; 50 
were executed; many were whipped 
and branded with a “D” on their cheek 
(Riley ended up with a “D” on both 
cheeks). 

All good fare for 1990, and they’re 
books you’ll want to keep around. 
Make a resolution to buy ’em and read 
’em — we’ll quiz you later. ^ 

TILLAMOOK 
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would have prompted an invitation to the 
state home for the feeble-minded. These 
men had, mercifully, never seen a Rambo 
movie, and they figured one Jap per one 
round of .30-30 was about the right ratio; if 
you could get two in a line, then the fellow 
with the . 30-06 would shoot through both of 
them. These were folks who would say to 
their wife around the first of September, 
“Wal, Honey, hunting season starts next 
week, guess I’d better go to town and get me 
a bullet” and only be half-joking. The rifle 
was as natural an extension of their hand as 
was a pitchfork or an axe, and could just as 
efficiently be used. One who swings an axe 
all day learns early not to miss a stroke. 
S.L.A. Marshall was yet to make his spu¬ 
rious assertions that only 15 percent of the 
participants would use their weapons in a 
firefight, and unquestionably every Tilla¬ 
mook Guerrilla with a gun and a target 
would be shooting. Deliberately, accurate¬ 
ly, lethally. 

Their central strategy was very straight¬ 
forward: “If a Jap comes on my place. I’ll 
shoot him.” Their tactics might also strike 
von Clausewitz as a little vague, but one 
who has hunted deer and elk in these dense 
forests all his life develops a sense of what is 
practical in terms of stealth, concealment, 
flanking an enemy, ambushes and so forth 
— or he goes home hungry. Only the prey 
would have been different, and although 
this prey could shoot back, he lacked the 
natural senses of the prey upon which these 
guerrillas had trained since their childhood. 
The guerrilla’s marksmanship was experi¬ 
enced, careful, and this time the hunters 
would have the advantage of not having to 
worry about spoiling any meat with a poorly 
placed shot. 

In the words of Col. Arnold, “If the Japs 
try to land in the bays or inlets — Netarts, 
Tillamook or lesser coves they will find 
guerrillas on the cliffs, sand spits and in the 
bogs using their own ammunition and 
rifles.” A landing in force by the Japanese 
might have been momentarily successful, 
depending on their numbers. But a protract¬ 
ed engagement in the Coast Range moun¬ 
tains against these determined home fight¬ 
ers, and other groups which unquestionably 
would have formed in response to an actual 
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invasion, would have bled the Japanese in¬ 
vader to death. The terrain and vegetation 
on the Oregon Coast is just about perfectly 
suited for defense. 

The treacherous tides, currents and rocky 
terrain of the Tillamook coast — an in¬ 
famous graveyard of ships for two centuries 
— would have made the landing itself an act 
of attrition. But to assault into the Coast 
Range probably would have been costly fol¬ 
ly. The passes were few and easily blocked, 
precluding the use of motorized — or even 
motor-drawn — weapons. It would have 
been men with small arms against men with 
small arms, and the defenders would have 
had not only every advantage of motive, but 
of terrain, cover and concealment as well. It 
is difficult to envision how thick the vine 
maple, blackberries, devil’s club and salaal 
grow beneath the towering hemlock and fir 
of the Coast Range, but it is not terrain 
where you walk; one must fight every step 
of the way to get through the undergrowth, 
and you can forget using a machete. Be¬ 
cause of the thick, briarous undergrowth 
and continual wet, loggers traditionally 
wear “tin” pants made of heavy, waxed 
canvas. Although the mountains are small 
in comparison to major ranges such as the 
Rockies, they are very steep. We have been 
bear hunting in these woods where the 
growth was so dense an angry old sow let us 
get to within a few feet of her before she 
charged, and we had no idea she was there. 

Although a Japanese invader would have 
found the Oregon coast to be Indian Country 
from terrain consideration alone, the pivotal 
factor would have been that these guerrillas 
were willing — predisposed might be a bet¬ 
ter word — to fight for their farmstead, their 
strip of beach or their timberland... and 
their country. And the Japs knew it. The 
Tillamook and Lincoln County Guerrillas, 
indeed the general populace of the coastal 
mountains, did not intend to be a “resis¬ 
tance” group. They intended to meet the 
invaders first at the beach and kick their 
butts into the ocean. And if that didn’t work 
then they’d fight them with the rage of a 
gut-shot bear from behind every stump and 
rock in the mountains. To the last man. So 
help them God! 

Could their predisposition to fight, or the 
(to some) ridiculous proposition of an un¬ 
official deer-rifle and manure-fork popular 
militia have any real effect on a foreign 
military invader? Even as a deterrent? To 
best judge that, let us weigh these consid¬ 
erations on the enemy’s scale. A Japanese 
intelligence study prepared in the summer 
of 1941 considered a number of factors in 
evaluating the viability of an all-out attack 
on the West Coast. Tokyo wanted to know if 
they could pull it off; and if they could pull it 
off, could they keep what they’d won? This 
intelligence study recommended against 
attempting an invasion for several specific 
reasons, to wit: although U.S. military 
forces were known to be weak and spread 
very thin, invading forces would be at the 

Continued on page 107 
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SUPPLY LOCKER 


& FLAGS 


Tell The World You Served! 



Size 3’ x 5* with Grommets 
Made of Cotton and Polyester 
Indoor or Outdoor Use 
only $12.95 Each Two for $23.00 

Select From 


I mU.S.A. □ AIR BORNE 

1 □ VIETNAM VETERAN □ 1ST. CAVALRY 
I ARMY □ KILL EM ALL LET 

l □ P.0.W./M.I.A. GOD SORT EM OUT 

I mU.S.M.C. BULL DOG □ SKULL & BONES 
- □ NAZI (WWII) □ CONFEDERATE 

!□ ARMY 


□ NAVY 

□ AIR FORCE 

□ MARINES 

□ COAST GARD 


□ MESS W/THE BEST 
DIE LIKE THE REST 

□ AMERICA LOVE IT 

OR LEAVE 

□ SPECIAL FORCE’S 


IDEAL STUDIOS 

P.O. Box 41156 * Chicago, IL 60641 

Plus $2.00 Shipping & Handling.For prompt 
delivery send cash, cashier's check or money order. 
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COMBAT 
SMATCHET™ 

$ 169.95 

PLUS $3.00 
SHIPPING, 
HANDLING 

& INSURANCE 

x 

“For the 
Hunter, 

Camper, 

Outdoorsman, 
and Military Man, 

THE COMBAT SMATCHET 
is as close to being 
the ideal, Fixed Blade, 

Large Combat-Utility 
Knife as design permits.*’ 

Col. Rex Applegate 


CALL 1-800-447-3527 EXT SOF 

24 HR. ORDER LINE ONLY 
MASTERCARD & VISA 


OR MAIL ORDER TO: 

WELLS CREEK 
KNIFE AND GUN WORKS 

32956 State Hwy 38 
Scottsburg, OR 97473 
Ask for Free Information Packet 


it 


$24.95 

THE 

ANARCHIST 

COOKBOOK 

by William Powell 


ThB original, once restricted, now available. 


HOW TO GET ANYTHING ON ANYBODY 

State of the art investigative/surveillance techniques from the 
worlds best intelligence organizations. "Possibly the most 
dangerous book ever published;” NBC News-states S33.00 


ARMALITE AR-180 



$6.50 


FACTORY MANUAL 

* Operating instructions * Parts list with factory numbers 

* Assembly/disassembly details • Accessory list 

* Maintenance instructions • Specification list 

Factory publication, 23 pages, 35 photographs. 



COMBAT 

OUSE TO HOUSE 


written by; Terry Edwards 

In total war the city becomes the battlefield. This is a 
user's manual for the urban fighter, intimate with the al¬ 
leys and sewers, bred in street-wise ferocity. 51/4 x 8“, 
202 pgs., 154 photos & illustr., paperback 


SURVIVAL BOOKS 


11106 MAGNOLIA BLVD.. N HOLLYWOOD. CA 91601 • ATTN. LORI 
(818) 763-0804 OPEN 7 DAYS 

Prices subject to change • Catalog J2 00 • Orders paid with money order 
or ctedit card sen! immediately personal check orders held 4 weeks 


THE HOUND DOG 


Sniffs Out Hidden Transmitters 

Throughtout the world today, corporallons, prolessional 
men. and businessmen are spending millions annually to in¬ 
sure privacy in their otlices and homes where important plans 
and policy making decisions are discussed and formulated 
The "HOUND DOG" is a wise investment lor anyone who has 
reason to believe that an eavesdropping device is now hidden, 
or may be hidden in the future, in either home or office. No 
radio transmitter, no matter how well it may have been hid¬ 
den. can escape detection by the "HOUND DOG" 

The "HOUND DOG" is an advanced electronic mstrumenl 
designed for the sole purpose of locating hidden transmitters 
An average size office or room can be thoroughly searched m 
only a matter of minutes. The "HOUND DOG" sniffs out any 
transmitters hidden in pictures, walls, desks, chairs, etc., 
regardless of their operating frequency. 

The "HOUND DOG" is simple to use. Single knob adjust¬ 
ment calibrates the meter and any transmitter signal received 
is indicated by the meter movement. By simply sweeping the 
probe past walls, chairs, pictures, desks, etc. the presence 
of any transmitter wilt cause a rise in the meter reading. The 
meter reading will continue to rise as the probe approaches 
the transmitter 

We believe you will hnd the "HOUND DOG" outperforms 
most other units selling tor sevetal times the price. This item 
has been built since 1962. Each one is backed by a 3-year 
warranty by us. 

Meter Calibrate 
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SIZE 1.6x 2.4x8,2 INCHES $ 195.00 

USES A COMMON RADIO BATTERY 



Super Powerful 
FM TRANSMITTER 

Many times mom powerful than other transmitters. 
Transmits up to V* mile to any FM radio -Easy to 
Assemble KB - up to 9V battery (not kid.) 


$19.95 


Call 407-725-1000 or send $195.00 plus $5.00 shipping for Hound 
Dog and $19.95 and $1.00 shipping for FM Transmitter to USI 
Corp. P.O. Box SF-2052, Melbourne, FL 32902. COD’s OK. For a 
catalog of transmitters, voice scramblers & other spedallty items 
enclose $2.00 to USI Corp. 



DEVELOP THE BODY YOU’VE ALWAYS DREAMED OF. ADD 
INCHES TO YOUR CHEST, ARMS, AND THIGHS. SCULPT YOUR 
STOMACH, BUTTOCKS, AND CALVES. THE BODY SCULPTOR 
BURNS FAT, TONES MUSCLES, AND RELIEVES TENSION. 
ADJUSTABLE ELECTRICAL IMPULSES WORK YOUR MUSCLES 
MORE EFFECTIVELY THAN REGULAR EXERCISE. IT’S 
MEDICALLY PROVEN, EFFORTLESS AND SAFEI 


USE IT AT HOME, IN THE OFFICE, TRAVELING, EVEN WHILE 
WATCHING T.V. OR READING. WE ABSOLUTELY GUARANTEE 
RESULTS IN 30 DAYS OR YOUR MONEY BACK. | 

• COMPLETE INSTRUCTIONS 

• PORTABLE 

• EXPANDABLE 

• FREE CARRYING CASE 
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BODY SCULPTOR400: 
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CALL NOW FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 



For FAX orders: (714)854-5951 
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DAVID STEELE ENTERPRISES, INC, S f 
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VHS&Beta 
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Toll Free! 
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ALL THE MDDERN BATTLE WEAPONS USED BY THE UNITED 
STATES MARINE CDRPS ARE DEMONSTRATED AND FULLY 
EXPLAINED BY ONE OF THE BEST DRILL INSTRUCTORS YOU'U. 
EVER SEE. M-16A2, M-60, AUTO GRENADE LAUNCHER. 
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®800-942-TAPE 

In CA (619) 569-4000 


MACHINE GUN VIDEO #1........... $49.95 

MACHINE GUN VIOEO #2...$49.95 

DEADLY EFFECTS $95.00 

OEADLY WEAPONS. $4935 

BOB MUNDEN: FASTEST GUN TO EVER UVE $49.95 
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FABIAN BROS 
MUZZLE STABILIZER 

REDUCES RECOIL 
ELIMINATES FLASH 
ELIMINATES MUZZLE CLIMB 
A MUST FOR IPSC SHOOTERS 





MODELS FOR MOST ONLY 

MILITARY TYPE RIFLES. ZT , * 

EASY TO INSTALL. $34,35 


abian Bros 

1510 Morena BJvd., Suite G San Diego, CA92110 
(619)275-0816 


THE STATE-OF-THE-ART IN MUZZLE CONTROL 


VIGI 


Pager Alert Vehicle Alarm 

Secure your car, truck or RV. 

The Vigilante signals you Q Q 

Immediately via PAGER If 

security is violated. ^ 


•Interior/exterior surveillance 
•Window warning decals 
•Range to 4 miles 
•Automatic arming/rearming 
•Installation Instructions 
•Pager clips on belt 
•Cellular plwe interface 
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‘Vlsa/Mastercard 
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Our newest T-Shirt design 
says it all! At last your 
chance to stand-up and be 
counted is at hand. Now 
you can join SOF in the fight 
against the Great Gun Grab 
of 1989 by proudly wearing 
our latest T-Shirt. 


Ap Q 


READ MY LIPS 

., .the right of the people 
to keep and bear arms, 
shall not be infringed. 


Shirt comes 
in white with 
design in 
blue and red. 
$10.95 
(s,m,l,xl) 
$11.95 (xxi) 
#1035 


STAND UP AND BE COUNTED — ORDER 
YOUR T-SHIRT TODAY! 

SEND ORDERS TO: SOF EXCHANGE 
P.O. Box 687, Boulder, CO 80306 

We accept telephone orders on Mastercard & VISA—call us 
toll-free at — 1-800-323-1776, operator 131. NEWI FAX 
YOUR ORDER 303-444-5617! 

CO residents be sure to add 3.7% sales tax. PAH $2.00 
for first Item ordered, $1.00 for each additional Item. 
Overseas orders add 40%. Be sure to state Item number 
and your size. Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. 


1 THE ADVENTURE 
I CONTINUES... 



1 124 pages of high quality and functional gear; 

genuine military clothing and equipment for 
| outdoors, survival and the streets. Send 
$3.00 for copy of our full color catalog. 
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I Address: _ 
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| State: _ 

Mail This Ad To; 
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WORLDS FINEST MILITARY AND ADVENTURE EQUIPMENT 

Dept.SF-1 

I 2855 Centennial Ave., Radclitf, KY 40160-9000 _| 


DON'T PAY FOR LESS! 

$-1095 

FREIGHT PAID ■ 

BATF approved receiver blank - Sten MK II 
4130 D.O.M steel tubing - complete blue¬ 
prints, template. Instructions. This item is 
intended to be purchased by Class III Deal¬ 
ers and approved individuals, even while 
these kitsarecurrently totally unrestricted, 
D&GSalesdoesnotsell any Sten Gun parts! 

WHY PAY MORE FOR LESS? 

D&G SALES 

P.O. Box 322, Moline, IL 61265 
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THE WORLD’S LARGEST 
GUN PARTS SUPPLIERS 

PRESENTS ITS NEW #14 CATALOG 

Featuring an inventory of over 300 million gun parts 
in house. A 480 + page catalog with exploded d rawings 
that are invaluable to the gunsmith or hobbyist. Com¬ 
mercial, military, antique and foreign gun parts 
(many exclusively available from us) are listed and 
priced along with accessories, surplus & specialty 
items. A veritable encyclopedia of gun parts, this 
catalog will pay for itself time and time again with 
information and time saved in identifying parts. 
SURFACE FOREIGN -$10.95 U.S. $ C 95 
AIRMAILWRITE FOR QUOTE send 


GUN PARTS CORP. BOX SOF-1 W. HURLEY. NY 12491 
914-679-2417 TELEX 145331 FAX 9146795849 



BULLETPROOF 

VEST 

Will stop the .357 Magnum, 9mm and 00 
Buck. Meets and exceeds “Threat Level 
H-A” tested in accordance with the NILECJ- 
STD-0101.01. Weighs 2 3 /4 lbs. Fits easily 
under T-shirt. 



Front & Back Protector.$175.00 ppd. 

Detachable Side Panels.$35.00 ppd. 

Officially tested by the U.S. Government 
Edgewood Arsenal at the Aberdeen Prov¬ 
ing Grounds under the U.S. Department 
of Justice Standards. State height, chest 
and waist measurements. 

MATTHEWS POLICE SUPPLY CO. 

(a division of David Matthews, Inc.) 

P.O. Box 1754 
Matthews, N.C. 28105 
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CARD & BADGE ” DIRTY 

The Eternal Revenue Service wants UADDV DATt 
you to ttmrenxxate yourself with a FlHfltlY DHLHjC 


The Eternal Revenue ,ServiC8 wants 
you to commemorate yourself with a 
badge of distinction, honoring the 
person who pays all the bills. This 
impressive shield is soSd bronze and 
enlaid with red, white and bipe 
ctoksenamel, Complete with custom 
carrying case and personalized 
card. A real conversation piece and 
unique collector's item. 

Q01 -TAX Taxpayer Badge .$19.95 


“DONT DO THE CRIME IF VDU CANT 
WYTHE FINE* BADGE 

You Movie and TV buffs will recognize 
this replica badge as it Is a duplicate of 
the one used by super cop Dirty Harry 
of the SFPD. "Go ahead make our day* 
001-15 InspectorZI Dirty 

Harry* Badge.. . $21.95 


Phone & Mail Orders Accepted 
££ Call 800-444-8643 

Toll Free (For Credit Card Orders Only.) 
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CA residents add sales tax. _ 
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Divorced? 

Let Us Turn A Bad Memory 
Into A Piece of Fine Jewelry. 


Well take your old wedding band and turn it 
into a golden bullet. We 

will even put your name 


on it (up to II letters] for no extra charge. 
Call or Write for further information. 


Bite tbe Bullet, Ind. 

P.O. BOX 503 
Clinton,TN 37716 
1-800-448-4376 
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LEGIONNAIRES 
SURVIVAL 
BOOT KNIFE 

ONLY 

s 12 95 

Add $1.05 Hndi 



Model 

K-99-A 


Double edge 440 stainless steel blade. 
Full tang one piece construction. Leath¬ 
er sheath with quick release snap and 
metal boot/belt clip. Money Back 
Guaranteed If Not Fully Satisfied!! 


WESTBURY SALES CO. Dent. BK-1-SF 

156 Potl Avonu®, Wwtbury, Mew York 11590 


Give a Friend a South Seas 
Island Girls Calendar 



All New! Hawaii's most beautiful women 
in full color. Twelve months of great island 
bodies plus a bonus centerfold poster. 
Order today for yourself or a friend. 


-Howto Order- 

Name- — - 


Address 

City.- 

State — 


Zip 


Qty. 

Description 

Price 

Total 


1990 South Seas 

Island Girls Calendar 

6.00 


Postage & Handling 

1.00 

Total Enclosed 

Mail check or money order to: 



Pacific Trade Group 

94-527 Puahi St • Waipahu, HI 96797 ^ 
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Soldier Of Fortune 
Subscriber Service 

P.O. Box 348 
Mt. Morris, IL 61054 

□ Change of Address: Please 
allow six Weeks. Attach label 
with your old address and write 
your new address below. 

□ New Subscriber: Fill in your 
name and address below. Use 
separate sheet for gift orders. 

□ Renewal: Attach label. 

□ One year $26.00 


PLACE LABEL HERE 


Apt. no. 


City/State/Zip 


Area Code Telephone Humber 

[1 Payment Enclosed 

For other subscription questions or prob¬ 
lems or for rules outside the U.S. and 
Canada, please write a note and send 
entire form to the address above. 


primacy ? 


Avoid BIG BROTHER. 

Best techniques for creating 
COMPLETE PRIVACY! 

■ Avoid Surveillance, Eavesdropping 

■ Become “Invisible" to Investigators 

■ Stop Generating Financial Records 

■ Communications Privacy.. Phene, Mail 

■ How to Stay Out of Government Flies 

■ Begin Eliminating Negative Records 

■ How to Create Helpful New Records 

■ Generating Quick Cash Income 

■ Hiding Your Assets ■ Privacy Afloat 
h Banking Alternatives ■ “Low Profile" 

■ Privacy from Taxes ■ Nomadic Living 

■ Multiple Addresses 

■ Hideouts, Deep Cover 

■ How to “Disappear" 

ALL THE PRIVACY YOU 

WANT —and MOREI 
Don’t wait! Order TODAY!! 

ONLY $18.95 


EDEN PRESS 
11623 Slater "C”, Box 8410-AP, Fountain Valley, CA 92728 
Your <□ Regular P&H, $2.00 (Please add 
Choice FIRST CLASS, $5.00 to order * 
(California residents please add 6% sales tax.) 
□ Send latest Book Catalog — FREE. 
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JIMMY ULE 


“The 
Arkansas 
Knifesmith 



“Imitated J< 

but 

unequaled” 



Designer & Maker 
ol the survival 
knives for the 
movies. “First Blood" 
& “Rambo" 


Rt 6 Box 27 Russellville, AR 72801 (501)968-2011 





BACK BY 
POPULAR 
DEMAND! 

BARRY SADLER'S 
SYSTEM OF SELF DEFENSE! 

^ This Seif Study Video Course Contains: 

^ 17 Easy-to-Learn Lessons 

^ Defense Techniques Against Guns, 
Knives, Clubs, Chains and Other 
Improvised Weapons 

^ Special Forces Exercise Workout 
Segment 

^ Designed for Men, Women and Children 

^ Order Toll-Free Today 

1-800-323-1776, Opr. 131 or 
FAX Your Order 303-444-5617 

□ Check □ COD □ Visa □ MasterCard 

Card #_Exp.- 

# Tapes Ordered_Total $- 

Name- 


Address. 
City_ 


. State. 


. Zip. 


Send to: SOF Exchange 
P.O. Box 687 
Boulder, CO 80306 

Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. 
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International 


Military Supply 

P. 0. Box 2568 • Columbus, GA 31902 U.S..A. 

WORLD WAR II STYLE 
LEATHER PILOT’S JACKET 
Made ~ ■ $173-35 

ygA ■■■" ') Soft, Lightweight, 

>4 M ■'^, Uatheriacket 


has that sought 
after vintage 
look with 
rayon lining. 

jUSjJColor: Med. 
^ """■ Brown 

Sizes: 
38-46 




^4 


| i f, 

f / = 

I . 

5169.95 : 

Rich 

Smooth £ v. j i f 
Leather 
Jacket 

with Acrylic JPfflL- 

Fur Collar fSHf J ' 

and Lining ^jp-' 

Color: Dark Brown, Sizes: 38-46 


1-800-247-4541 495 

GA Cali Collect (404) 689-3455 Shipping 


Catalog $2.00 
Refundable with order 






SHOTGUN 

ASSAULT GRIPS 


Available for: 
•Mossberg 500 
Remington 870 
•Winchester 1200 

Injection molded from a 
high-impact polymer, 
these grips are quickly In¬ 
stalled with no alteration to 
your shotgun. Instructions 
and hardware included. 

Rear Grip.....$16.95 

Fore Grip.$19.95 



SIDESADDLE 

Attaches directly to the 
receiver with no alteration to ’ 
the shotgun. Holds six extra 
rounds in the easiest to load 
position. Complete with in¬ 
structions and hardware. 

(Moss. 500 & Rem. 870/1100 ontyl) 

SideSaddle.$24.95 




VISA 


Phone orders: 
Visa. MasterCard, 
or UPS Cash C.O.D. 

( 602 ) 646-5814 

(Add $3.00 S&H - $5.00 Canada) 
Catalog $1.00 - FREE with order. 
-Dealer Inquiries Invited- 


ADVENTURER'S OUTPOST 
P.O. Box 70 * Dept. SF 
Cottonwood, AZ 86326 


f PHOTO 
CARD 
KITS 

MONEY BACK 
GUARANTEE! 

Our Professional quality, 
laminated photo cards will 
amaze your associates! We 
provide the cards, plastic 
laminate and easy instruc¬ 
tions! You provide only a 

E hoto. Yourphoto Card can 
e finished in the privacy of 
your home! The result is a 
distinctive, professional sys¬ 
tem! The highest quality 
cards in the US! Los! your 
original card? Replace it 

I n °only $4.95 

■Select From These Kits: 


■ American Press Assoc iation ^ 

■official* 



- . •• , 

REGNO. 35102 


Bounty Hunter □ 

Special Weapons Permit □ 


MAC-V (CIA), #1 
MAC-V(CIA), #2 
Suppressed Weapons 
Air America Pilot 
Press Card 
Phoenix Program 
Delta Force 
Parachutist, Certified 
SCUBA, Certified 
Weapons Specialist 


Bodyguard 
Security Consultant 
Mercenary 
Intelligence Officer 
Marine Recon 
Special Forces 
Seal Team 
Pilot 

Concealed Weps. Pmt| 
Int’l Drivers Permit 
Private Investigator 
Explosives Expert 


of §19.95 


The National I.D. Center <nic.inc.) 

1600 Fairfield, Suite 233-S3 
Shreveport, LA 71101 
24 hr. Order No. 1-318-222-2970 (FREE catalog) 


Address „ 
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Card tt . 

□ 
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□ 

M/C 


a 

Check 


□ 

M/O 


□ 

Cash 


- Exp. Dale _ 


□ UPS COD 
($4.00 Extra) . 
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end of a long and potentially vulnerable 
supply line — and they were already very 
much involved in China. But the pivotal 
consideration was that they could not hope 
to control or even hold the territory they 
might occupy; because much of the popula¬ 
tion was not located in metropolitan centers, 
and because they judged Americans to be by 
nature too undisciplined to possibly be con¬ 
trolled by a central invading authority. And 
not only were Americans disinclined to be 
ruled by someone they didn’t choose, most 
Americans, especially in the West, were 
armed and probably would fight . Velly 
sound observation, Tojo. The colonial Brits 
decided to set us free after realizing we were 
“a people numerous and armed.” And that 
principle is as important a consideration to¬ 
day, to any potential invader or tyrant, as it 
ever was. 

Was there ever a real-enough threat of a 
Japanese invasion to justify the formation of 
such armed bands of civilian militiamen? 
We have just seen that the Japanese wanted 
to invade, considered it, and the armed 
American populace helped them think bet¬ 
ter of it. And as history marched through the 


events of World War II, Oregon was the 
only state where a military base was at¬ 
tacked, the only state to be bombed by a 
piloted enemy aircraft, and the only state 
where lives were lost as a direct result of 
enemy action. The threat was real. 

Writing of the military situation at the 
time of the Japanese shelling of Fort Stevens 
on the Oregon coast, Col. Frederick C. 
Dahlquist (then a major at Fort Stevens) 
noted that, “In June 1942, the Japanese 
could have landed troops on the coast of 
Oregon and Washington with comparative 
ease, taken the few fortifications from the 
rear, and advanced to the key centers of 
Portland and Seattle. At the time we did not 
have sufficient troops, weapons and planes 
to accomplish more than delay, for a very 
short time, of a well-armed and determined 
enemy force.” Indeed, the Japanese prob¬ 
ably could have flanked our defensive shore 
installations, especially had they managed 
to escape the mines at the mouth of the 
Columbia River and raced upstream to Port¬ 
land — but had they counted on overland 
routes their determination might have been 
severely tested. Conventional forces as 
were available would have mustered to de¬ 
fend the obvious lines of advance such as 
the Columbia River, and the Tillamook 
Guerrillas et al. would have made the moun¬ 


tains and overland routes a very hostile and 
costly passage. 

Although these volunteer guerrilla 
irregulars would not know it until Portland 
newspapers broke the story after the war, in 
the event of a massive Japanese invasion 
U.S. military strategy at the time would 
have been to fight a retrograde action and 
make the stand at the Rocky Mountains. 
Had these hastily organized bands of armed 
civilians been left to fight a guerrilla war in 
the enemy’s rear, my guess is that they 
would have had an effect quite dispropor- 
tional to their numbers. The worst place to 
fight a badger is in his own hole. They 
would not have been little more than target 
practice for the Japs, as they were free men, 
numerous and armed. Frederick Haldi- 
mand, a capable Swiss officer, and second 
in command to the British General Gage at 
Boston, wisely did not agree with those who 
dismissed the colonial militia as rabble in 
arms. “The Americans, ” Haldimand sage¬ 
ly noted, “ would be less dangerous if they 
had a regular army . ” 

Headlines at the time proclaimed ‘‘Tilla¬ 
mook Guerrillas Set For Any and All Invad¬ 
ers,” “Tillamook Guerrillas Ready if Japs 
Try Invasion” and “Tillamook Guerrillas 
Would Repel Invaders/’ Or die trying, 
Tojo, you can bet on that. ^ 
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CURRENT REQUIREMENTS — $2.00 per word per inser¬ 
tion — $40.00 minimum. All adds MUST BE PREPAID. Ad 
copy must be typed or written clearly with authorizing 
signature, a telephone number (tor our tiles) and full pay¬ 
ment. Advertisers ottering information packets for a fee 
must send sample of packet (packets will not be returned). 
Name, address and telephone number are to be included 
in your word count. EXAMPLE: P.O. Box 693 = 2 words; 
80306 = 1 word. Abbreviations such as Dl, SGT, 20mm, 
U.S. count as one word each. Hyphenated words and tele¬ 
phone numbers are counted as two words. No personal 
services ads accepted. We reserve the right to refuse, 
delete or change any copy which we determine to be 
objectionable. Mail classified ads with payment to SOL¬ 
DIER OF FORTUNE, Classified Dept., P.O. Box 693, Boul¬ 
der, CO 80306. 


READERS OF BOTH DISPLAY AND CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING ARE ADVISED THAT SOLDIER OF 
FORTUNE MAGAZINE DOES NOT VERIFY VALIDI¬ 
TY OF EVERY ADVERTISEMENT AND/OR THE 
LEGALITY OF EVERY PRODUCT CONTAINED 
HEREIN. SHOULD ANY READER HAVE A PROB¬ 
LEM WITH PRODUCTS OR SERVICES OFFERED 
BY AN ADVERTISER, HE SHOULD SEEK ASSIST¬ 
ANCE FROM HIS NEAREST POSTAL INSPECTOR 
AND ALSO CONTACT OUR ADVERTISING DE¬ 
PARTMENT. SOLDIER OF FORTUNE DOES NOT 
INTEND FOR ANY PRODUCT OR SERVICE ADVER¬ 
TISED TO BE USED IN ANY ILLEGAL MANNER. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine is 
a magazine of national and interna¬ 
tional distribution. There may be 
products for which sale, possession 
or interstate transportation may be 
restricted, prohibited or subject to 
special licensing requirements in 
your state. Purchasers should con¬ 
sult the local law enforcement au¬ 
thorities in their area. 


SURVEILLANCE 

TELEPHONE 



This is a normal functioning telephone! 

EXCEPT it has a secret built in monitor. 

Only YOU can call and monitor all conversations, using i 
secret code, and never be detected! Range Unlimited" 

5175.00 • 6 month Warranty • Phone Tap Catalog 53.00 
LISTEN ELECTRONICS, 603 Elgin. Muskogoo, OK 74401 
1-800-633-TAPS 




AIRPOWER SABOT CANNONS 

707 Wells Rd. #2SOF, Boulder City NV’89005 

1 Telephone orders call 8oo-962-4i n 


WORLD’S MOST 
POWERFUL 
AIRGUN 
$129.95 


GAME 

DEER, ELK, DUCKS, GEESE 
High Impact, Low Noise 
No Smoke, No Flash 
Use as Rifle or Shotgun 
Make Your Own Ammunition 
Visa/MC & COD - Brochure $2 


FOREIGN CAMOUFLAGE uniforms. Unissued, best prices, vast 
inventory. Omani, Indian, West German, Hungarian, Pakistani, Syrian, 
Egyptian, Russian, Spanish Desert, Chilean, many others. Send for latest 
listing. 812-876-2171, Western Survival, PO Box 48, Spencer, IN 47460. 
(147)_ 

BDU’s $35. set. Specify woodland, desert, OD, black and size. Money 
order only. ICU Mfg., 7422 Branston, San Antonio, TX 78250. (147) 

SLANT POCKET TIGERSTRIPE FATIGUES, Just as worn in 
Vietnam 1968 Pattern Tigerstripe Pattern, on Rip-Stop Material $88.00Suit. 
A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221 


BOOKS • PUBLICATIONS 


ROADRUNNERS: Combat Journalists in Cambodia, Author Haney 
Howell, a longtime correspondent in Phnom Penh, writes about the last 
gasp of the American presence in Indochina—the summer of 1973. This 
fictionalized account of those events is a superb read. Hardcover, 296pp, 
$25.45 ppd. Paladin Press, Box 1307-OAQK, Boulder, CO 80306, 800/ 
642-8300. (150) 

NEW BOOK CATALOG! 50 page catalog describes over 300 fasci¬ 
nating litles. The best non-fiction books available for men of action and 
adventure! Send $1.00 to: Paladin Press, Box 1307-OAQT, Boulder, CO 
80306, 800/642-8300, (152)_ 

SURVEILLANCE AUDIO AMPLIFIERS: The cult of electronic 
super-heating. Probes theory, design, use of supergain surveillance ampli¬ 
fiers. Schematics, photos, PC-board layouts detail amps basic/elaborate. 
COMPLETE "Ultra-Amp'’ schematic! Preamps filters, Zeta Noise 
Blocker™, compressors, AGCs, parametrics, matrix recording; More! 
8.5x11, 250+ pages, $33 postpaid. Registry Distributing, 1616 17th St., 
Suite 372, Denver, CO 80202. (147) 

THE SPOOK BOOK: A strange and dangerous (ook at forbidden 
technology. Building Teflon "'-coated bullets, jamming speed radar, tita¬ 
nium warheads, activating inert grenades, hypersecure encryption, rocket 
weapons, wearing a wire, defeating alarms, forbidden tech marketplace, 
surveillance photography, computer viruses, scrambling/descramblfng, 
ultrasonic weapons, clandestine pyro expose’; More! 8.5x11, 258 meaty 
pages deliver a fresh lucid look at forbidden technology! $33 postpaid. 
Registry Distributing, 161617th St, Ste372, Denver, CO 80202. Sold only 
to inform. (147) 

ENCYCLOPEDIA OF REVENGE —The Most devastating manual 
ever published! Over 1000 entries, completely cross referenced. It would 
take 15 books to equal the information jam-packed in this giant 8 Vi 2 x 11 
hardcover volume. $49.95 plus $3.50 shipping/handling to Anchor Pub¬ 
lishing, PO Box 2630-F, Landover Hills, MD 20784. Visa/Mastercard orders 
call orders 24 hours. (800)448-6280, (147) 

TERRORISM NEWS TODAY: International newsletter covering 
today’s global terrorism. Sample $3.00. Information free. TNT, 504 N Pop¬ 
py, Lompoc, CA 93436. (148) 

DIVORCE DIRTY TRICKS. Protect property. Win custody. Sharpest 
tactics revealed. 228 page book. $16.95. Visa/MC accepted. EDEN Press, 
Box 8410-DD, Fountain Valley, CA 92728 (148) 


Swiss Style Army/Survival 
Knife 


15 Precision 
Tools and Blades 



All stainless steel—Like having your tool box in your hand. Large 
blade, 2 screwdrivers (regular & Phillips), cork screw, saw, scis¬ 
sors, nail file, can opener, bottle opener, toothpick, tweezers 
and many other functions. Perfect for the craftsman, hunter, 
camper, fisherman. 

) $12.95 plus $3.Q0/set shippings handling 

Sold elsewhere for $39.95, Order today & 


receive this 5-function companion poet 
i knife and nail file combination FREE. 


:ket 


Send Check or Money to: Jason Marketing Group 
8801 East 63rd Street, Suite 108 * Raytown. MO 64133 
Satisfaction Guaranteed or Your Money Back 


HANOI HILTON 

★ RARE COLLECTORS (TEM ★ 

Never before published! Covertly taken 
close-ups of one of the world’s most brutal 
prisons. Set of Four 8 H x10” original color 
prints. This exclusive set is being made 
available for the first time. Orders placed 
now will also include alHanoi 
street map pinpointing exact location. 
Suitable for framing 

A must for all serious military collectors 

$ 19. 95 

(Check or money order plus $3.00 shipping.) 

FULL DATA LTD.© 

2261 Market St. Suite 329 Dept. S 
San Francisco, CA 94114 

MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 


TRACE MISSING PERSONS big money and adventure with our 
proven professional techniques. Leam how in our critically acclaimed best¬ 
seller. Send $14.95 to Tower Hill Press, PO Box 1132, Doylestown PA 
18901.(154) 

LOWER PRICE. World Intel Report, the best source for hard data, 
mailed twice/month. Sample US $1.50 one year US $19.95. PO Box 1265, 
Merchantville, NJ 08109. (150) 

YOU CAN FIND ANYONE! Secretly obtain unlisted phone numbers, 
confidential postal and DMV records, birth/death, credit and confidential 
court records. Author reveals every source, method and trick known. Locate 
old friends, lost lovers, debtors and enemies. For profit, fun or adventure. 
Satisfaction Guaranteed. For your copy of YOU CAN FIND ANYONE! send 
$14.95 plus $1.50 postage. TARGET BOOKS, Dept. B, 13575 Martinique, 
Chino Hills, CA 91709. (148) 

UNARMED COMBAT Survive the streets! New, ultra-powerful self- 
defense system. Hardcore book reveals secrets. $13. Libra Enterprises, 
P.O. Box 31719 Dept. SF, San Francisco. CA 94131-0719. (147) 

SPIES — Their Photographic Memory — training and Development 
Coated in Espionage and War including numbers, Dates, Figures I! $5. 
Rick, 1144 East 225 St, Bronx, NY 10466. (147) 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 


LEARN GOLD, SILVER, PLATINUM SCRAP RECYCLING 

business. $75,000 year possible. Spare Lime, Free information: Recycling, 
Box 11216SF, Reno, NV. 89510-1216. (147) 

FREE CLASSIFIED AD ... The October 1990 issue of SOF will be 
our 15th anniversary issue. To celebrate, we are offering a “BAKER’S 
DOZEN". . Order any classified advertisement for 12 consecutive issues 
and pay in full in advance . . we’ll place your (same) ad in the 13th issue 
FREE! Valid now thru August 31, 1990. SOF Classified. PC Box 693, 
Boulder, CO 80306. (152). 

BUMPERSTICKER PRINTER Cheap simple, portable. Free de¬ 
tails. Bumper, PO Box 22791, (GW), Tampa, FL 33622. (148) 


COLLECTORS 


MONTAGNARD BRACELETS. Still work by MACV and SF who 
were there as a gesture of respect for those we left behind. Set of three 
$19.95. Vanguard. 2375E Tropicana #1545, Las Vegas. NV 89119. (148) 

RHODESIAN AND SOUTH AFRICAN BADGES Medals Books 
& Militaria Send $1 for list. Kaplans Box 890638, Lyndhurst, 2106 Johan¬ 
nesburg, South Africa. (147) 

WW2 GERMAN MILITARIA: Insignia, flags, medals, uniforms, dag¬ 
gers, camouflage, books. World’s biggest catalog $2. Krupper, Box 177SF, 
Syracuse, NY 13208. (150) 

WHO KILLED KENNEDY? Assassination research materials. 
Videocassettes, photographs, literature. Zapruder film. Catalogue: $3. Col¬ 
lector’s Archives, Box 2, Beaconsfield, Quebec. H9W 5T6. (150) 

WWII WAR SOUVENIRS! Includes daggers, swords, helmets, every¬ 
thing I Illustrated catalog $10. (refundable) Disco, Box 331 -X, Cedarburg, 
Wl 53012. (155) 

VIETNAM COLLECTOR? Patches, books, Dl pins, T-shirts. Catalog 
SI. SATGONG, Box 177VF, Syracuse, NY 13208. (150) 

CANADIAN ARMY WW2 CAP BADGES: Metal, 5 different 
$39.50,10-$69.50,15-S89.50. Worldwide Militaria Catalog $3.00. Invicta, 
740 Gladstone, Ottawa, Canada. KIR 6X5. (150) 

GERMAN WWII MILITARIA list for collectors. A year abbo. for $20 
the new pictured catalog with German current military clothing and equip¬ 
ment for $8. each. Bill or cash. Wolfram Deibel, Bahnhofstrasse 19a, 8122 
Penzberg, West Germany. (147) 

WWII WAR SOUVENIRS ! Includes daggers, swords, helmets, every¬ 
thing! Illustrated catalog $10. (refundable) NO CHECKS. Disco, Box 331 -X, 
Cedarburg, Wl 53012. (155) 


EDINBURGH MILITRRV TATTOO 


on Video For the First time 


75 minutes of pageontry, precision formation marching ond military 
ceremonial splendor. 

BRITISH RCGRLIR IMPORTS 

Deportment O 

P.O. Box 50473. • Nashville. TN 37205 


VHS 

ONLV 


$ 39.95 



MILITARY COLLECTORS 

postpaid. • German War Badges • postpaid. 


Sub — Iron Cross — Wound 

Your choice any one s= $8.00 or all 3 = $20.00. All are 
full size, not miniatures. These made from originals. Your 
choice W.W. # 1 or #2 (state choice). We have most 
complete stock of W.W. 02 German badges-caps-flags, 
etc. in U.S. —I | IJ || || | | 

Postpaid. (Sent free with any order). 

Our 224 page fully illustrated CATALOG - $5.00. 

W.W. n Ltd. Box 2063-F, St. Louis, Mo. 63158 
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BRmSH/SCOmSH MILfTARIA COLLECTORS REGIMEN¬ 
TAL Insignia, Blazer Crests, Ties, Plaques, Tankards, etc., of Elite British/ 
Scottish Regiments. SAS, Para, Guards, etc., and RAF. Also Scottish Clan 
Regalia, weaponry and miniatures. Import catalog $2. BRITISH REGALIA 
IMPORTS, DEPT. 6, PO BOX 50473, Nashville, TN 37205. (148) 


EDUCATION 


ACCREDITED DEGREES — POLICE SCIENCE, Security, 
Business Administration, etc. through home-study. Catalog — $4.00: St. 
John's University, 31916 Pat's Lane (SF), Springfield, LA 70462. (147) 

TERMPAPER ASSISTANCE. 15,278 papers available! 306-page 
catalog — Rush $2. Research, 11322 Idaho, #206EX, Los Angeles, CA 
90025. TOLL FREE HOTLINE: 800-351-0222. (California: 213-477-8226). 
(153) 


EMPLOYMENT 


MILITARY ELECTRONICS: CPRC-26 Infantry Manpack Radio, 
compact, 50-54 Mhz FM, Receiver-Transmitter sections, case, antenna, 
crystal: $22.50 apiece complete, $39.50/pair. Patrol Seismic Instruction 
Device (“PSID") TRC-3: $42.50 apiece, $147.50/set of four. 45-day re¬ 
placement guarantee. Add $4.5G/piece shipping, $9.00 maximum. Baytro- 
nics, Box 591, Sandusky, UH 44870. (147) 

FRENCH FOREIGN LEGION CAMOUFLAGE, Current Issue 
F-1 Suits in "LIZARD" Camo NEW $70.00, Camo Caps$16.00. A.H.A., Box 
21606, Denver, CO 80221 (147) 

GERMAN M43 WWII HELMETS CpI w/liner & Strap $69 + $5 pp. 
Genuine-Steel-Uke New-Very Lmrted Supply VISA/MC 612-377-6714. 
COMPLETE CATALOG $1. (or 4 25 cent stamps) ADOLFS, 2607 Henne- 
pin #310, Minneapolis, MN 55408 (149)_ 

RUSSIAN ARMY ITEMS, Photo & Listing of GENUINE ISSUE 
Camouflage & Gear $1.00. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221 


INSTRUCTION 


BUILD PROFESSIONAL Meta) gym equipment. 120 different plans 
only $3 each. For complete catalog send $2 to: C. Miller, PO Box 1234, Ft. 
Lauderdale, FI 33302. (147)_ 

ULTIMATE CONCEALABLE WEAPON , dual function .22 cal. 
Zippo cigarette lighter. Detailed shop drawings, four sheets, simple con¬ 
st ruction, failsafe design. Send $7.00 to: Saitfaukar Press, PO Box 36531 - 
S, Germantown, TN 38138. (t47) 

SECRETS OF THE WORLD’S DEADUEST SHOOTERS. 

Leam the B.R.A.S.S. system taught to the United States Marines. Easy to 
leam. Results guaranteed. Send $10.00 to: Megas Co., 2534 Walden SL, 
Redding, CA 96001. (147) 

INFRARED NIGHT VIEWER. Build your own with complete plans 
and instructions. Send $8. to: InFralech SF, PO Box 1660, Scuthapton, PA 
18966. (148) 


POUCE OFFICERS WANTED: National bi-monthly publication lists 
current nationwide openings. Gives salary and requirements. One year 
subscription $32.00. Six months $23.00. Police Career Digest. Dept. B, Box 
1672, Eaton Park, FL 33840. (148) 

INTERESTING CAREER LISTINGS: Police, Security, Investiga¬ 
tion, Intelligence. Nationwide, some international. Executives to $80,700. 
Positions explained. 3 monthly issues: $14. PSIC/FO, PO Box 1562, De- 
catur, IL 62525. (147)_ 

OVERSEAS, STATESIDE. $100-51000 daily. Now hiring. FREE list 
ZINCS 117, Box 13110, Las Vegas, NV89112. (147) 


FOR SALE 


WATERBALLOON SLINGSHOT Launches waterbalioons 130 
yards. Guaranteed. Send check or money order for $13. to C. X. Blaster PO 
Box 3843F, South Pasadena, CA 91301. (148) 

WAR SOUVENIRS!! -WW1, WWII, KOREA, NAM Helmets, equip- 
ment, ordnance items, much more!!! Fascinating new illustrated catalog 
$4.00. NATIONAL WAR SURPLUS, PO Box 159, Lansdowne, PA 19050. 
(148) 


LIMITED SUPPLY ...Blood Chits, Korean War, All Originals!!!, 
$22+$3 (s/h), ck/mo to: CHITS, PO Box 168, Newburg, PA 17240-0168. 
051)_ 

THE INTELLIGENCE LIBRARY — Many unusual informative 
books on Eledronic Surveillance, Weapons, Investigations, Unusual Tech¬ 
nologies, Documents, etc. Free Brochures: MENTOR Dept G-2, Drawer 
1549, Asbury Park, NJ 07712. (154) 


FREE 


FREE 40-PAGE PRIVACY CATALOG. Cash income opportune 
ties. Secret loans. Home businesses. New credit, jobs, degrees, foreign 
passports. EDEN PRESS, Box 8410-SR, Fountain Valley, CA 92728. (148) 

FREE KUNG FU LESSONS Guaranteed satisfaction. Send$1 for 
postage: McLisa, P.O. Box 1755 Dept SF89-L, Honolulu, HI. 96806 (152) 

UNIQUE VIDEOS & BOOKS — FREE CATALOG! Get the 

latest info on: high-tech spy gadgets, lie detection, espionage and surveill¬ 
ance, credit card tricks, antiterrorist weaponry, hard-core self-defense. 
CEP, Incorporated. Box 8650QK, Boulder, CO 80306. (303)443-2294. 
(149) 


TEAR GAS STOPS INTRUDERS COLD! Don't trust an alarm bell 
or overworked police. Our trip cord or electronically tnggered fear gas units 
release 4 oz of CN tear gas, causing burglar to flee in seconds. Easy to 
install. Both units feature quality American construction and inexpensive 
replacement canister. MORE PROTECTION THAN A $3000 ALARM. Save 
thousands of dollars on an alarm, thousands more in stolen equipment. 
Order today! Your money back if not satisfied. Not legal to install in Califor¬ 
nia. Terminator, (trip cord Iriggered) $49.95. Repulsar, (12 volt D.C. trig¬ 
gered) $139.95. Visa/MC. We pay ail shipping. SASE for brochure. Utlra 
Technologies, 1251 Torodo Creek Road, Wauconda, WA 98859 (509)779- 
4828. (147)_ 

CURRENCY VERIFIER. Cashscan. Automatic, portable machine 
verifies bills immediately. $185.00. Pocket-size manual detector, $39.95. 
Edwin Products, 213-18 64th Ave., Bayside, NY 11364. 718/225-0564. 

XXLG. & XXXL. M65 FIELD JACKETS, O.D. or Woodland Camo 
made to Government specifications $80.00 ea. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, 
CO 80221 Mastercard & VISA Accepted! (147) 


U.S. MILITARY INSIGNIA: 
1940 through Current 
Large Catalog, $2.00 

SAUNDERS 

Box 3133-SF • Naples, FL 33939-3133 

COMPACT 
MACHINE GUNS 


SEE OUR AD ON PAGE 98 

f Fire Power Inc. 



mwmm 


Gl SUPPLY 201-948-6260 

Rt. 10 Box 10419 Dept. SOF 
NEWTON, N.J. 07860 


JUNGLE HAMMOCK 


We have not seen a hammock of this good quality in a 
long time. This Hammock is a copy of the Hammock used 
in WWII and Vietnam. It is a combination insect proof 
hammock or stake it as a tent. Full length canopy keeps 
you dry and the nylon netting keeps those flying an d 
crawling insects off of you. 

Cashiers check money pr.der personal cfteckj or Visa & Master Card 

gladly accepleo NOCOOs AH merchandise is 100°^ guaranteed 

Residents ol Aiasna Hawaii and Puerto Rico add SSi lor snipping 


PAY 
SHIPPING 
A POSTAGE 


Send $2.00 
For 200 Item 
Catalog! 


FREE LISTING! Ammo; mil'rtaria, artillery, re-enactments, collectors; 
hobbyists, etc,, Joe Jelinek, 1201-F Cottage Grove, Chicago Heights, IL 
60411.(148) 


THE PJ. CATALOG 
PRIVATE INVESTIGATION 


Manuals, Courses, Badges & Laminated Specialty 
cards, Directories, Newsletter, investigative Forms, 
Equipment, certificates, Certified Missing Persons In¬ 
vestigator program, much more. Write Fa Big catalog 
from the fastest growing investigative association in 
the world. Send four stamps to: National Association 
Of Investigative Specialists, Box 33244-SFY, Austin, 
Texas 78764. 


LATEST MODEL 6 SHOT 

ITALIAN AUTOMATIC TEAR GAS GUN 


$ 9 ®* 


ONLY 

“ POSTPAID 

Fires 22 cal. tear 
gas or blank ammo. 

Solid metal. 6 shot, clip"" 
fed. Rapid firing. With In¬ 
structions, 

For self-protection, theatre, dog 
training, sports. Purchaser must 
be over 21. Money back guarantee. 




i.o jhipment to 
Now Yak W 



WESTBURY SALES CO. 

Dept, TA-1-SF 156 Post Avenue Westbury New York 11590 


TIMBERSHEPHERD® 

Timberwolf/German Import Shepherd 

As featured In SWAT MAGAZINE, Nov. ’83 
Survival Guide Magazine, Aug. '84 
American Survival Guide Magazine, Feb. '87 
Atlanta Journal-Constitution Sunday Magazine, Jan., ’88 


Home & Family Protection 
Pups & Professional Training Available 
EXCELLENT WITH CHILDREN 

—Shipping Available Worldwide— 

LRRP K-9 SERVICES, INC. 

Box 1620 ME * Aiken, SC 29802 . (803) 649-5936 (24 Hi*) 
-SEND $3.00 FOR BROCHURE.- 
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KNIVES « BAYONETS 


BAYONETS! AR-15, Mauser, etc. Send for free list of bayonets, 
ammunition, surplus to: Bacon Creek Gun Shoo. PO Box 814, Corbfn, KY 
40701-0814. (148) 


MISCELLANEOUS 


BOLT CARRIERS AR15/M16 - Parkerized $49.95, Hard Chrome 
$59.95 Gas keys installed add $6.00. Ufetime Guarantee. Send check, MO 
or COD, Western Ordnance Intt. dba Smith Ent. 325 S. Westwood, Mesa, 
AZ 85210 or call 602/964-1799. (147) 


FREE CATALOG 


UNIQUE 

ESPIONAGE & MILITARY MEMORABILIA 

jHietorical 3Hilitarp Art anh (Collectible 
P.O. BOX 1806 - SF Lafayette. CA 94549 
Fhone 24 hours (415) 283-1771 


W.W. II COLLECTORS 


lil lvMS 



Hats-Badges-Medals of all Nations. 
U.S. Officer’s Cap (new from 
^original U.S. maker), tan with 
brown leather visor, chin strap 
and U.S. Eagle pin. State size S, 
M.ortg...$58.00 

We pay postage. Our 250 page 
fully illustrated catalog $5.00 
(Free with order) 

W.W.#2 Ltd Box 2063-T, St. Louis, MO 63158 


FREEDOM COUNTRY 



20 BIG acres in WESTERN MONTANA, starting at $9850. 
Trout fishing, backpacking, camping. Elk, deer, moose, 
bear. ADJACENT to National Forest, near established towns. 
Yellowstone and Glacier National Parks nearby. GUARAN¬ 
TEED ACCESS, INSURED TITLE, WARRANTY DEED. FREE 
color brochure, photos, maps. 

-FULL MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE- 
CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-592-5990 
TREASURE STATE RANCHES 
210 Milwaukee Street, Dept. S 
Deer Lodge, Montana S9722 - (406) 846 1000 


VIETNAM 
VETERANS 
RINGS 

cWMF/F. Hart 
Royalties go to Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial Fund 

Cast in stainless steel. Expertly modeled 
Vietnam Veterans’ statue and the RVN medal 
are displayed in bold relief on ring sides. Bezel 
reads VIETNAM VETERAN. 


Red or Blue European spinel stones ... . . $69.95 

Marine Corp emblem mounted on red stone . $79.95 

Green epfiief and frrthstones available - $79.95 


Size accuracy is very important due to the hardness of 
the metal. Allow 6-8 weeks delivery times. Add $2.00 

lor shipping. 

Major Don Wortman, USAF Retired 
EAGLE LTD • 1051 Opaf Dr. 
Prescott, AZ 86303 »(602) 778-5856 
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NOTICE TO READERS 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine is 
a magazine of national and interna¬ 
tional distribution. There may be 
products for which sale, possession 
or interstate transportation may be 
restricted, prohibited or subject to 
special licensing requirements in 
your state. Purchasers should con¬ 
sult the local law enforcement au¬ 
thorities in their area. 


WORLDWIDE CAMOUFLAGE & EQUIPMENT, 1990 Catalog 
of Uniforms & Gear from over 25 Countries. Catalog $1.00 INTERNATION¬ 
AL MILITARY SUPPLY, Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221 (147) 


LAW BADGES AND PATCHES send $1 for list or $8 for 12 monthly 
list. BPEC, DEPT. SN1288, Box 7638 Moreno CA 92303 (156) 


MILITARY INSIGNIA CATALOG -Over 6,000different items and 
genuine military clothing and equipmenL Send $2. Kaufman’s West Army & 
Navy Goods, Dept. A-513,1660 Eubank, Albuquerque, NM 87112. (147) 



AFRICA-K0RP. CAP & GOGGLES 

German 1942 Mfg ORIGINAL sand Adust gooses, 
still In their pocket pouch 

Tan otc. caps =New HEPLICA State S-M- or 
La Size. Both - Only $39.00 

We pay postage Our 250 page fully illustrated 
catalog $5 00 (FREE with order) 


OVER 40.000 ITEMS IN STOCK 


Box 2063-F St. Louis, MO 63158 


ULTRA-SILENT 

WEAPONS 


f SEE OUR AD ON PAGE 98 

f FirePowerlnc . 


SECRET SCANNER FREQUENCY directories! Federal, police, 
surveillance, survival, military, earphones, more! Big catalog! CRB. PO Box 
56-F, Commack, NY 11725. (150) 


SJEXCO , military accouterments, memorabilia, paraphernalia, auctions/ 
lists, tri-monthly catalogs, subscriptions world-wide $10 US, Box 3443, 
Scottsdale, AZ 85271-3443. (147) 


CRIMEFIGHTERS send $2 for Police Catalog. BPEC, Dept. SN1188, 
Box 7638, Moreno, CA 92303. (150) 

INTERNATIONAL MILITARY fNSIGNIA, New list from over 30 
Countries. $1.00 A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 

LITTLE SAIGON SOUVENIRS! Vietnam memorabilia. Books, 
photos, bookoo more! Price list $1, Little Saigon Ltd., Box 5773, Garden 
Grove, CA 92645. (147) 

FREE CLASSIFIED AD -The October 1990 issue of SO F will be 

our 15th Anniversary issue. To celebrate, we are offering a "BAKER’S 
DOZEN" .. Order any classified advertisement for 12 consecutive issues, 
and pay in full in advance we'll place your (same) ad in the 13th issue 
FREE! Valid now thru August 31, 1990. SOF Classified, PO Box 693, 
Boulder, CO 80306. (152) 



TRANS-WORLD CABLE CO. 
12062 Southwest 117th Ct., Suite 126 
Miami, Florida 33186 
800-442-9333 


AMERICANS 

COMBATTING TERRORISM 

Founded In 1978 

(TERRORISM RESEARCH & COMMUNICATION CENTER) 

1990 MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 

Send SASE to: ACT PQ Box 370 Telluride, CO 81435 



Full Size U.S. and Vietnamese Medals. Ribbons, 
Badges. Fine Display Cases, Miniature Medals, 
Personal Service, Display the valuable Medals 
awarded you or your family. Guaranteed! 

Cl ° FREE CATALOG! o ffTfl 

'WRiTEfODAYri^ 16279SF 

FT HARRISON P.0. INDIANAPOLIS, IN 46216-9998 


Walnut-Handled folding 
Lock-Blade Knife 



Heavy-gauge stainless steel blade, genuine walnut 
and brass handle with leather sheath. When you 
feel this knife in your hand, you'll feel the quality by 
the weight—10 02. total weight. 

$12.95 plus $3.00 shipping & handling 

Order Today 

Send your check or money order to: 

Jason Marketing Group 

8801 East 63rd Street, Suite 108 • Raytown, MO 64133 

Satisfaction Guaranteed or Your Money Back 


MREST Violators!; 




NO PREVIOUS TRAINING NEEDEO 

• Your spirit of adventure, danger, and 
self reliance can lead you to an excit¬ 
ing career opportunity. Solve myster¬ 
ies, bring criminals to justice, protect 
the innocent. Experts guide you every 
step of the way. Men and women 
needed to work in challenging situa¬ 
tions, withstanding hardships, 
Bheteiu TtlepjwMi'Laf make on the spot decisions. 

mUtaii, lortjlc* Bum, _i Learn the latest investiga¬ 

tive techniques using special 
law enforcement equipment 
. . the same equipment 
used by the FBI, the CIA, and the Secret Service. Start your 
own investigative agency. Save up to 26% and more on all 
equipment. Send for free details 

Approved by Calif. Dtpt. of Public ImUr^f 

THE ROUSE SCHOOL of Special Detect Training 

I* DEPT FS001 P O. BOX 23750, Santa Ana CA 9275)9 l 

| Rush me your “Detective” Career Ktt—No salesmen will cell. | 


USE 
SECRET 
EQUIPMENT 

SemlUiacf EfHiMHMt, 
bttMiap KHt, 

E*M ItltplieMI, L«f 
•n, lockplc* Quits, 
__ tt-Prwt Vssts, 
Mptlctpiii, Rauilliti 
- .pint Much, 


S3ES 



| 


TheOr ig inat ADVENTURER , sTM , 

BULLWHIP 

Thick, 
High-Grade 
Leather 

From 

CATTLE BARON"' LEATHER CO. 

TheflBBWLAr 

Usort in EXPCDmOKS Around the World 
Ail HANQ-PUUTEQ, THICK, Genuine 



TPF-ORAIH BELTtKS LEATHER *-1 
h Permanent THtifrJip 
pSts • Original 'Rudoy- 


Original "I 
Brown” Color 

• LEATHER COVERED 
HANDLE & BALL W/ 
WRIST LOOP 


Color 
Catalog 
$3.00 

SURVIVAL 

4 to 6 wax oajvwv 

NO HASSLES • NO DQAW TAROT USE TM 

A/M in m e a PRICES: ORIGINAL 10 FI Length $129,95 

Add 5% SWwUfTfl & lot In U.S.A, Extre ^ -|2 Ft. $149.95 

LEATHER REIT CARRIE* $9.95 
• A FORWOA81E SURWW. TOOL ■ 

When Swung Property.. HNETIC ENERGY Maxes 
the TIP CM the ADVENTURER'S BUU.WWP- MOVE 

-aascota 


- Foreign Add 23% - 

N0U IHESf 8UU#HIP8 
ARE NOT TOYS ( NOT CHEAP 
FOREIGN MADE SOUVENIRS 
ARE GENUINE 


MASTER WHIRM AKERS 




G Instructions Included. 

The HBHEST QUALITY, TOUGHEST BUUWHIPS 
A variable - Perfectly BALANCED For ACCURACY. 

CREDIT CARD PHONE ORDERS Call (512) 697-8900 
Send VISA CATTLE BARON LEATHER CO. 

MC, Check PO Box 100724 Dept. SOF-1 

j or M.O. To SAN ANTONIO. TEXAS 78201 


SECURITY PRODUCTS 


FULLY TRAINED K-9’s. Rottweilers. German Shepherds, Boxers. 
Fully trained man-stoppina Akita ready for mission or right owner. Dav-Jan 
Kennels, Stillwater, NJ. 201 ,'383-2238. (147) 


SURPLUS 


GENUINE MILITARY CLOTHING, GEAR, EQUIPMENT, 
AND INSIGNIA. Our name has meant quality for over 65 years. 
Catalog, $2. Kaufman’s West Army & Navy Goods. Dept. A-213, 1660 
Eubank, Albuquerque, NM. 87112 (147) 

ARMY SURPLUS Large inventory new and used, plus sur/iva* items. 
Send $1 (refundable) to r price list: Hugh Wade's Oakshire Place, Hwy. 51 
South, Union City. TN 38261 (147) 

$3. GETS 1,000 ITEM Fully Illustrated Military Surplus Catalog. 
Deduct $3 first order. New-Used Military Surplus Clothing, Camping Gear, 
Survival Gear, War Game Supplies Old Sarqe PX, 43^4 Archer Ave., Dept 
171-9, Chicago, IL 60632. (149) 

CANADIAN AVIATION AND MILITARY SURPLUS -New and 
used goods paced right — send for detailed info flyer $1. F.S.E., Box 283, 
EImvale, Ontario, Canada. L0L 1PQ. (148) 


SURVIVAL 


SMOKE GENERATING DEVICES (Candles, bombs, pots, gre¬ 
nades) — We offer the largest selection cf new smoke products, including 
military smoke grenades in eight oolors. Send $2.00 (receive $5.00 credit 
towards first purchase) for catalog ol these and much morel Signus, Box 
33712-WI. Phoenix, AZ 85067. (147) 


SURVEILLANCE 


SHERWOOD - The first name in surveillance 
equipment. Gomplete line of Investigative, 
communications & countermeasures equipment 

CONTACT THE SURVEILLANCE SPECIALISTS 

SHERWOOD COMMUNICATIONS ASSOCIATES, LTD. 
PO Hoe 53IS, withwftM, PA 18*6 
(215) 357*065 


SELF-DEFENSE VIDEO 

Bgh * 


90 min. of clear instruction by 
Black Belt, but this is not Karate, 

TVlt 


strictly applied and practical 

■^7! 

! \ 

based on my experience as 
Bouncer in Biker Bar. Same day 
shipping, $24.95 ppd lo CURVE-S.C.r. 

2888 Bluff St., #118, Boulder, CO 80301 


THE ULTIMATE STUN GUN 


ONLY 



$ 39.95 

LOWEST 

PRICE EVER 


LIGHTWEIGHT, SAFE AND EASY TO USE. THE 
SAFETEX ULTIMATE STUN GUN PROVIDES PRO¬ 
TECTION FROM ASSAULT & ATTACK WITH 60,000 
VOLTS OF NON-LETHAL POWER.__ 

TO ORDER: send check or money order 

TO SAFETEX ENTERPRISES. 1269 BROADWAY, 
#153, EL CAJON, CA 92021. INCLUDE $2.00 PER 
ITEM FOR SHIPPING AND HANDLING. FOR 
CATALOG SEND $1.00. 


PAGER HOLSTER 



a U* PRESS BUTTON, 
I CASE FLIPS 

U OPEN. LABEL 

MAY VARY. 


FITS: DAVIS DERRINGERS 

BAUER, BROWNING .25 AUTOS 
FREEDOM ARMS 22LR. 1" BARREL 
N. AMERICAN ARMS .22LR, ty 8 " 


$19.95 plus $1.50 S&H, or two for $34.95 


SPLIT SECOND SECURITY, INC. 

P.O. BOX 16142-S, HOUSTON, TX. 77222 
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TRAINING 


WANTED 


RANGER, AIRBORNE, BODYGUARD TRAINING Catalog and 
information $6. ($10 foreign) USTC, 2020 N. Broadway, Ste. 103, Santa 
Ana, CA 92706-2622. (152) 


VEHICLES 


IS IT TRUE you can buy Jeeps for $44 through the U.S. Government? 
Get the facts today! Call 1-706-742-1142 ext. 331-A. (147)_ 

SEIZED IN GOVERNMENT NARCOTICS RAIDS!! Auto- 
mobiles...Vans...Boats...Furniture.,.Thousands of other items. Buy 
Dirt Cheap - Resell for BIG PROFITS! Free Information: 216-453-3000. 
Ext. A8181. (147) 


VIDEOS 


NEW VIDEO — SPYCRAFT! Inside secrets of espionage and 
surveillance. Come on a true-to-life counter-surveillance mission with a 
man who is a real-life James Bond. This is the most authentic look inside the 
spy trade ever produced—a hands-on training film! Color, over 50 minutes 
(nonretumable) $59.95. CEP, Incorporated. Box 865-OQT, Boulder, CO 
80306, (303)443-2294. (149) 


HAT PINS - PATCHES - FLAGS 


c/> 

O 

D 

£ 

cc 

LU 

LU 

CD 



600+ MILITARY DESIGNS 

FREE 24 Page ILLUS. CATALOG 
WE DO CUSTOM WORK 
Dealer Inquires Welcome 

HOOVER’S MFG. CO. 

4015SF PROGRESS BLVD. 

PERU, IL 61354 

(815) 223-1159, Ask For David 




U-BOAT CAPTAIN'S CAP 

top Gold insignia and v» 9 or braid 
Leather chin strap State size wanted S8900 

■'nights Cross with its 17‘ 1 neck ribbon 
and oak leaf with swords $21.00 

We pay postage. Our 224 page fully 
illustrated catalog (free with order) $5.00 

i v n i r T| ff'i»MfTT7nM 

Ltd., Box 2063 "F, St. Louis, MO 63158 


TELEPHONE LISTENING DEVICE 


Record telephone conversations in your ottice or 
home Connects between any cassette or tape 
recorder and your telephone 'ina. Starts auto¬ 
matically when phone is answered. Records both 
sides ot conversation. Stops recorder when 
phone is hung up. 


si« leu. in. 


$ 19-95 


EACH Qiy Otsc a v »i 



Super Powerful 
FM TRANSMITTER 

Many times more powerful than other transmitters 
Transmits up to V* mite to any FM radio Easy to 
Assemble Krt - up to 9V battery (not tncl.) 

For catalog ot Transmitters. Voice Scramblers and 
other specially items, enclose $2 00 to USI Corp 

Call 407-725-1000 or sand $19.95 + $1.00 
•hipping par Item to: USI Corp., P.O. Box 
SF-2052, Melbourne, FL 32902 COD’S OK. 


BUTTERFLY KNIVES 

The Folding BALISONG 
knives originated In the 
Philippines — used by their 
fighting forces. Now made into 
fine quality hunting knives. 

The blade is of surgical 
steel. The butterfly design 
protects the working 
portion of the knife. A 


lever locks the 

O 

< 

handle securely 

A 

tt 

in the open or 

■r r~ 

closed position. 

h 1 

Model K98-P i 

f 1 % 

s 8 50 Ea. § 

1 " 

and M 50 UPS charges B 


WESTBURY SALES CO. # 

1 

DEPT. P-1-SF # 

1 

156 Post Avenue fj 


Westbury, NY 11590 

AMP 



SEE MILITARY AND POLITICAL HISTORY as it actually hap¬ 
pened! WW1 through the Falklands Campaign. Over 300 titles on vkfeocas- 
sette. Send $1 for illustrated catalog. International Historic Films, Dept. 
11G, Box 29035, Chicago, IL 60629. (147)_ 

THE SURVIVOR’S ADVANTAGE; WINTER SURVIVAL 
VIDEO. Your edge over the winter enemy. Get the Experts Lifesaving 
Reid Tips/Techniques for winter. 25 min., VHS, $3250 including shipping. 
Check/MO to Adventure World, PO 1634, Provo, UT 84603. (147) 


RCGIMCNTOI INSIGNIfl St UICOPONAV 

SAS • RAF • BLACK UJATCH 

PRRR • RM • CAMERONS 

RSDG • RN • GUARDS etc. 



Import Cotolog $2.00 
BRITISH flCGflUn IMPORTS 

Deportment-6 

P.O. Box 50473 • Nashville, TN 3720S 


REGULATION 

U.S.N. BALL CAPS 
TONKIN GULF YACHT CLUB SEAL 
•SEEBEES«U.S.M.C. (red) 

USS NEW JERSEYaMARDET CVS-11 (red)aSEAL TEAM FOUR 
OVER 160 Ships-Commands/etc. from WWI to present 
ONLY 59.95 ea.owith Scrambled Eggs. 

Plus 52 50 shipping 
Custom Orders AvailahleaA Great Gift 
Send SASE for complete list 
THE SHIPS BOS’N 
1ST Dlv 
P.O. BOX 3170 

LEESBURG, VA 22075 _ 




BRIGADE SECURITY FORCES 

P.O.BOX 1237, DEFT 5DF 
MOORESVILLE, NC 231 15 USA 
CATALOG 43.00 PHONE 17041 863-6740 




BUSHPILOT WINGS 

BADGE QUALITY — CORROSION FREE RHODIUM 
SEND $6.95 TO: BUSHPILOT 

P.O. BOX 541384 
DALLAS, TX 75354-1384 
CATALOG WITH PURCHASE — ALLOW 4-6 WEEKS 


TAKE THE INITIATIVE - Invest in an Exciting 
and High Paying Career. Brigade is a Com¬ 
plete International Small Arms and Elite 
Forces Training Facility 


Subscribe to ... 


military w YV ) vi:hh:ij:s 

i\\)Si\mmAismi\ss 

MILITARY JEEPS, TRUCKS, TANKS & MOREt 

Over 5,000 paid suoscribers larger circulation than 
any other magazine for military vehicle en¬ 
thusiasts. and still growing rapldlyl Many more 
advertisements than any other magazine. .Ex¬ 
clusive comprehensive listing of upcoming 
rallies, .andmuch morel 

SUBSCRIBE NOWI 

One Year (6 Issues) $12 
Two Years (12 Issues) $20 
Foreign - Canada $15, other $20 
US Dollars payable by US Bank 
Sample Issue $3 USA, $5 outside 

P.O. Box 1740-L, Union, NJ 070B3 


RHODESIA VETS AND RHODESIANS Contact RVA, PO Box 
1221, Agoura Hills, CA 91301 or call (213) 234-9201. The RVA is a non¬ 
political, non-military/paramilitaiy organization. (155) 


CIVILIAN FLIGHT TRAINING 

(305)776-2075 

VOLAR HELICOPTERS 
2685 NW 56 ST. HANGAR 53 
FT. LAUDERDALE FL. 33309 


UNUSUAL 

BOOKS 


OVER 1,100 TITLES—DISCOUNTED 

—MANY AVAILABLE NOWHERE ELSE— 

PRIVACY • UNDERGROUND BUSINESS • NEW IDENTITY 
BLACK MARKET • LEGAL SELF-HELP • SURVEILANCE 
SURVIVAL • DISGUISE • CRIME • REVENGE • CHEMISTRY 
EXOTIC WEAPONS • FIREWORKS • LOCATING PERSONS 
GET RICH • BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY • COMPUTERS 
TAX AVOIDANCE • GAMBLING • HIDING THINGS • 
PLUS MANY OTHER CONTROVERSIAL SUBJECTS 

GIANT 112 PAGE CATALOG —SI (Ref-I 

ADD ¥i FOR SAME DAY FIRST CLASS SHIPPING 


ANVIL • Box 6403937 • El Pbso. TX 79-904 


S The 


Black Falcon 



m 


BOMBER JACKET 

2*5- 

Origmal 
German 
Design 

ALL BLACK 
TOP-GRAIN LEATHER 

ESPECIALLY TAILORED 
FOR BIG-BORE 
SHOULDER HOLSTER 
CONCEALMENT! 

• This Is The Original 
‘DEUTSCH KOMMANOO' 
Flight Jacket — Fully 
Lined w/lnside Map 
Pocket, Zip Comp. On 
Sleeve, Double-Entry 
Front Pockets, Heavily- 
Padded Elbows 

Available in Even Sizes 38-52. 


Pilots and 
Soldiers World Wide’ 


COLOR CATALOG 
S3.00 


The Toughest Jacket Around 


CREDIT CARD PHONE ORDERS 
CALL (5121 697-8900 


CATTLE BARON LEATHER CO. 

PO Box 100724 Dept. SOF-1 
SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 78201 


Be a DETECTIVE 


AND EARN YOUR BADGE 

NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED 



MEN — WOMEN — 
TRAIN AT HOME FOR 
AN EXCITING PART OR 
FULL-TIME CAREER 
AS A PRIVATE DETECTIVE. 
START YOUR OWN AGENCY 
OR WORK FOR OTHERS. 
LEARN ALL THE LATEST 
TECHNIQUES 
FROM THE 
EXPERTS. 

VALID IN ALL 50 STATES 


GLOBAL SCHOOL OF INVESTIGATION 
Box 191S Hanover, MA 02339 

NAME_ AGE_ 

ADDRESS_ 

CITY_ STATE_ ZIP_ 


JANUARY 90 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 111 
































































PARTING SHOT 



TIME for a Gun Ban 


Readers have sent us copies of a 
form letter they got from the editors of 
TIME Magazine in response to their 
chiding TIME for its high-handed and 
one-sided coverage of the gun own¬ 
ership issue, in particular the 17 July 
cover date that devoted 28 pages to a 
photo morgue of 464 people killed in 
one week by criminal hands which 
held a gun (of which most were 
suicides). Space allows us to neither 
refute that article, which has already 
been adequately done by numerous 
others, nor to print the whole form 
letter they sent in response to outraged 
readers, but the following excerpt from 
that response letter is so revealing that 
it must be shared: 

“The July 17 cover story is the most 
recent in a growing number of 
attempts on the part of TIME editors to 
keep the gun-availability issue re¬ 
solutely in view. Such an editorial clos¬ 
ing of ranks represents the exception 
rather than the rule in the history of the 
magazine, which has always endea¬ 
vored to provide a variety of opinions 
and comment, in addition to staight- 
forward news reporting, as a way of 
engaging readers in interpreting the 
significance of events as they arise. But 
the time for opinions on the dangers of 
gun availability is long since gone, re¬ 
placed by overwhelming evidence that 
it represents a growing threat to public 
safety ... ” 

Say WHAT? “The time for opinions 
... is long since gone .. V ? And these 
people make their living in the arena 
protected by the First Amendment? 

We were not surprised when these 
coddle-the-criminal/disarm-the-citizen 
twits didn’t devote equal space to illus¬ 
trate the lives saved by gun ownership 
during the week of the deaths they 
illustrated, as to do that they would 
have required the same 28 pages in 
TIME for more than the next two years! 

A study by noted criminologist Dr. 
Gary Kleck of Florida State University 
reveals that every year some 650,000 
Americans — read that “you and me, 
Joe” — use firearms to thwart criminal 
assault That’s 12,500 times a week 
the common, law-abiding citizens that 
TIME would see disarmed defend their 
life or person with a gun — not to 
mention a similar number who thwart 
I crimes against property with a gun. 


That’s the Second Amendment at 
work. 

TIME has something of a penchant 
for denying exposure to evidence 
which might illustrate a wrong turn in 
their agenda. And TIME , of course, has 
a right to this editorial myopia. That’s 
our First Amendment at work. But to 
deny the reader’s right to an opinion? 
And admit it? We would fight back-to- 
the-wall with sticks and stones (which 
is all we would have left if TIME gets its 
way) to defend TIME’S right to publish 
their editorial opinion, but when they 
would deny readers their right to a dis¬ 
senting opinion ... well, that’s simply 
not giving us of the great unwashed 
enlightenment by editorial in the tradi¬ 
tion of the First Amendment — that’s 
merely dishonest journalism at best 
and consensus by suppository if it 
works. 

There probably are very few gun 
owners who wouldn’t give up their 
right to keep and bear arms — or both 
thumbs for that matter—if it were true 
that this would stop the galloping 
menace of violent crime. But the fact is, 
guns in the hands of the honest popu¬ 
lace is one of the most effective deter¬ 
rents to violent crime. And at times it 
can be the only viable immediate de¬ 
fense against violent crime. 

And laws which disarm the honest 
citizen would have utterly no effect to¬ 
ward disarming criminals, but merely 
would make them armed wolves 
among legally disarmed sheep, having 
an incentive rather than deterrent 
effect. This conclusion is inescapable. 
And every cop I’ve ever asked holds 
the same opinion. It’s possible, of 
course, that I’ve just been talking to 
like-minded cops, but a recent survey 
by the National Association of Chiefs 
of Police seems to be consistent. Some 
90 percent of the respondents said that 
outlawing rifles and shotguns wouldn’t 
make them harder for criminals to get, 
and some 86 percent agreed that 
citizens should be allowed to own pri¬ 
vate rifles, shotguns and handguns. 
But don’t look for the results of that 
poll to appear in TIME. 

With all the recent hysteria whipped 
up over private ownership of autoload¬ 
ing rifles with detachable magazines 
(which, we must note, have been with 
us almost as long as the automobile, 


by Don McLean 

but the automobile is the mechanism 
man has used to cause many more 
deaths), virtually lost in this orches¬ 
trated cacophony was the recent esti¬ 
mate by U.S. Customs that some 
80,000 Chinese AKs have been smug¬ 
gled into this country, by criminals and 
in violation of existing law, obviously 
with some sort of criminal intent. 

As one Customs official observed re¬ 
garding these illegal weapons, criminals 
who are already in the business of smug¬ 
gling in tons of dope have no qualms 
about adding a few tons of illegal 
weapons to their manifest You know, 
trade goods and tools of the trade in the 
same shipment But the thrust of the 
current flap is to remove autoloading 
rifles from the hands of average, law- 
abiding citizens. Seems to me that if vio¬ 
lent crime is the tide we seek to stem, 
then the tack to take would be to issue a 
like 80,000 AKs among citizens who find 
themselves now living next to a crack 
house. Not every besieged neighbor¬ 
hood has a resident detachment of Ran¬ 
gers to lead the way, like Tacoma, 
Washington. 

That disarming honest citizens 
places them at a severe disadvantage 
to armed criminals is undeniable. That 
outlawing private weapons of any type 
has no effect on their availability to 
criminals, placing honest citizens at 
further disadvantage, is undeniable. 
These facts may be questioned, but in 
light of who actually obeys laws — the 
average citizen or the violent criminal 
— they are essentially irrefutable. 

The only ways to refute an irrefut¬ 
able fact are either to deny it and hope 
the reader doesn’t research (or reason) 
further, or ignore it and refuse to deal 
with it. TIME readers should have got¬ 
ten used to that by now. Stating one’s 
editorial opinion in a one-sided fashion 
is still within the ragged boundaries of 
legitimate editorial journalism. But to 
deny the reader the right to his opinion 
(should he let his attention roam 
beyond the pages of TIME and come 
up with an opinion which differs) is a 
new low in cheap propagandizing. 
Even Pravda does better. We’ve al¬ 
ways enjoyed the right to read what 
everybody prints and winnowing the 
wheat from the chaff on our own; we 
think that is why we have a First 
Amendment. But I’ll be double- 
doggoned, when they have the impu¬ 
dence to deny the reader his right to an 
opinion, if I’ll even pick up a used 
TIME in the barbershop anymore. ^ 
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COMPLETE SYSTEM 

CASES 


PROVEN PERFORMANCE—Our cases have been in use for years with Federal Agencies, U.S. Military, and 

Law Enforcement Personnel throughout the world. Their uncompromising quality and lifetime guarantee prove they are the Best! 


PISTOL CASES 


ASSAULT RIFLE CASES 


SUBMACHINE GUN CASES 


AIRLINE WEAPONS CASES MAG BAGS 


BOW CASES RIFLE CASES SPECIAL WEAPONS CASES 


vjf\| QTrpC The largest selection of nylon ho|lsters available all built from layered ballistic nylon, not with cheap foam lining. 
nUL9I lK 3 over 85 different models, including state of the art advanced designs! 



HORIZONTAL HOLSTERS 


VERTICAL HOLSTERS 


BELT SLIOE HOLSTERS 


MILITARY BELT HOLSTERS 


UNIVERSAL BELT/ 
SHOULDER HOLSTERS 


BELT THUMBREAK 





FLASHLIGHT HOLDERS 


SLINGS 


SCABBARDS BUTT PACKS WEB BELTS & ACCESSORIES 

See the complete system—send $2.00 for a 28 page catalog. 


Shoof 


H n 9 System. 

Head, 


_ 1 ent °n,Mo i,r. . 


GEAR BAGS 


TRAVEL BAGS 


SPEED POUCHES 


SHOOTING JACKETS 


SH 


®77INg 


SY! 


LUGGAGE 


BELT CLIP HOLSTERS 


MILITARY SHOULDER 
HOLSTERS 


OPEN BELT HOLSTERS 


ANKLE HOLSTERS 


POLICE DUTY 


SCOPED SHOULDER 
HOLSTERS 


ACCESSORIES A full line of items to accent the shooting sports. Everything from luggage to slings to police equipment and more! 
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Super Redhawk Redhawk GP100 Adj. Sight GP100 Fixed Sight SP101 

.44 Magnum .41 and .44 Magnum .357 Magnum .357 Magnum 5-Shot .38 Special 

Policeman, Soldier, 
Citizen, Hunter 

Handgun hunting, silhouette shoot 
ing, target practice, personal and 
home protection, private security 
work, off-duty and on-duty police 
service-Today there is a double 
action Ruger revolver in a broad 
range of calibers to meet the needs 
of every shooter Available with a 
choice of full cushioned grip sizes, 
and optional inserts, the strong fam¬ 


ily of Ruger double action revolvers 
are built to an entirely new industry 
standard of reliability, endurance; 
and unparalleled comfort against 
the shoqk of today’s most powerful 
Magnum factory ammunition. 
Rogers double action family sets the 
new world standard for fine revolvers 
built for the most demanding 
shooters. 


Free instruction manuals for all 
Ruger firearms are available upon 
request. 

STURM, RUGER 
& Company, Inc. 

123 Lacey Place 
Southport, Connecticut 06490 
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